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ANNUAL  REPORT OF THE SCIENTIFIC DIRECTOR 
 

 
 
TRAINEES 
 
New Trainees 
 
Jenyo Banjo (Supervisor: Wei Zhang), started as a Master’s student in the Faculty of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of British Columbia in January 2025. Her thesis 
project is entitled Trajectories of work productivity loss: working from home and insights 
during COVID-19 
 
Jordyn Burgar (Supervisor: Allyson Jones) started as a Master’s student in the School 
of Public Health at the University of Alberta, Edmonton in September 2024. Her thesis 
project is entitled “Pharmacist-physiotherapist collaborative management for early knee 
osteoarthritis” (PACE-OA). 
 
Vienna Cheng (Supervisor: Mary De Vera) started in September 2025 as a PhD student 
in Pharmaceutical Sciences at University of British Columbia. Her thesis project is entitled 
“Biologic Disease-Modifying Antirheumatic Drugs in Pregnancy: Patterns of Use and 
Maternal and Neonatal Outcomes”. 
 
Krista Dagsvik (Supervisor: Glen Hazlewood) started as a Master’s student in 
Community Health Sciences, Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary in 
September 2024.  Her research investigates “the readability and applicability of health 
outcome descriptors by partnering with patients, clinicians, and researchers to ensure 
these descriptors are useful, accurate, and consistently understood”. 
 
Dominique Clarke (Supervisor: Jackie Whittaker) started as a Master’s student in 
Rehabilitation Sciences, University of British Columbia in September 2025. Her Master's 
research program will involve a mixed-methods study to better understand what factors 
(including gender) influence knee confidence after a sport-related Anterior Cruciate 
ligament tear, to inform tailoring of prevention strategies (e.g., the Stop OsteoARthritis or 
SOAR Program). 
 
Julia Downey (Supervisor: Glen Hazlewood) started as a Master’s student in 
Community Health Sciences, Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary in 
September 2024. Her research thesis is entitled “Using patient preferences to inform non-
inferiority margins for clinical trials in rheumatology”. 
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Manar Elsayed (Supervisor: Carrie Ye) started as a Master’s student at the University of 
Alberta in April 2025. Her research project is entitled “Administrative Databases to 
Explore Rheumatic Toxicities associated with Immune Checkpoint Inhibitors”. 
 
Solomon Faro (Supervisor: Deborah Marshall) started as a Post Doctoral Fellow at the 
University of Calgary. 
 
Ana Fuhrmann (Supervisor: Deborah Marshall) started as a Post doctoral fellow at 
University of Calgary. 
 
Renata Gabuzyan (Supervisor: Jackie Whittaker) started as a Master’s student in 
Rehabilitation Sciences, University of British Columbia in September 2025. Her Master's 
research program will look at the association between cyclical weight-bearing activities 
and knee symptoms and degenerative cartilage changes (considering the influence of 
gender) in people at risk of early-onset post-traumatic osteoarthritis, to inform prevention 
strategies (e.g., the Stop OsteoARthritis or SOAR Program). 
 
Daniel Gillespie (Supervisors: Claire Barber and Lauren Beaupre), started as a 
Postdoctoral Fellow in the Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary in 
December 2024. His research focuses on “telehealth strategies to enhance access to 
rehabilitation services for individuals with disabilities, particularly those in rural and remote 
communities” who face barriers to in-person care. 
 
Nejat Hassen (Supervisor: Linda Li, Co-Supervisor: Diane Lacaille) started in 
September 2025 as a PhD student in Physical Therapy at the University of British 
Columbia. Her thesis project is entitled Promoting physical activity in Muslim women and 
girls living with inflammatory arthritis. 
 
Chloe Jessen (Supervisor: Sabrina Hoa) started as a Master’s student in Epidemiology 
at the Faculty of Medicine at L’Université de Montreal in September 2024. Her thesis 
project is entitled “Association between immunosuppressive treatments and the risk of 
developing pulmonary arterial hypertension in systemic sclerosis”. 
 
Sydney Joy (Supervisor: Ines Colmegna) started as a PhD student in Experimental 
Medicine at McGill university in September 2024. Her thesis project is entitled is 
“Mesenchymal Stromal Cells for the Treatment of Systemic Sclerosis-Associated Lung 
and Skin Fibrosis”. 
 
Derin Karacabeyli (Supervisor: Diane Lacaille) transferred from his Master’s to a PhD 
program in Experimental Medicine at the University of British Columbia. His thesis project 
is entitled “Effectiveness and safety of glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor agonists in 
patients with inflammatory arthritis and type 2 diabetes mellitus”. 
 
Emilie McGuire (Supervisor: Deborah Da Costa) started as a Master’s student in 
Counselling Psychology at McGill University in September 2025. Her thesis project is 
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entitled “Tailoring an Internet Delivered Cognitive Behavioral Therapy for Insomnia in 
Persons with Inflammatory Rheumatic Diseases: Acceptability and Feasibility- Phase 2”. 
 
Carina Oedingen (Supervisor: Deborah Marshall) started as a Post Doctoral Fellow at 
the University of Calgary. 
 
Barath Ramanathan (Supervisor: Hugues Allard-Chamard), started as a Master’s 
Student in the Department of Immunology and Cell Biology, Université de Sherbrooke in 
September 2024. His thesis project is entitled Immuno-characterization of B lymphocytes 
in a novel histopathologic phenotype of inclusion body myositis 
 
Jenna Schulz (Supervisor: Jackie Whittaker) started as a Postdoctoral Fellow in 
September 2025 in the Department of Physical Therapy, University of British Columbia. 
Her project is entitled: Research Priorities for Post-Traumatic Osteoarthritis from 
Discovery to Health Systems. 
 
Abigail Stites (Supervisor: Wei Zhang) started as a Master’s student in the School of 
Population and Public Health, at UBC, Vancouver in September 2024. Her thesis project 
title is “Health care costs associated with high impact pain: Analysis of the Medical 
Expenditure Panel Survey 2018-2022". 
 
JoAnn Thai (Supervisor: Carrie Ye) started as a new trainee (Medicine Resident) at the 
University of Alberta in June 2025. Her research project uses AI to triage referral letters 
in rheumatology, aiming to prioritize patients more efficiently based on the urgency of 
their condition, while de-identifying information to protect patient privacy. 
 
Dwayne Tucker (Supervisor: Mary De Vera) started as a new Post-Doctoral Fellow in 
the Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of British Columbia in May 2025. Dwayne’s 
postdoctoral research focuses primarily on the pharmacoepidemiology and health 
outcomes of rheumatoid arthritis medications, particularly during pregnancy. 
 
Janice Xu (Supervisor: Linda Li), started as a Master’s student in Physical Therapy at 
the University of British Columbia in September 2025. Her thesis project is entitled Impact 
of Brief Action Planning Training on Physiotherapists’ Delivery of Behavior Change 
Techniques and Patient Adherence in the Otago Exercise Program. 
 
Trainees who completed their degrees 
 
Vienna Cheng (Supervisor: Mary De Vera) successfully defended her Masters thesis 
entitled “Targeted synthetic disease-modifying antirheumatic drugs among mothers with 
autoimmune disease: Pharmacoepidemiologic studies” on June 25, 2025. 
 
Dani Contreras (Supervisor: Cheryl Barnabe) successfully defended her Master’s 
thesis on March 05, 2025. Her thesis was entitled “Avoidable Acute Care Use by Persons 
with Rheumatoid Arthritis: A Population-Based Study”. Supervisory Committee included 
Claire Barber and Antonio Avina-Zubieta. 
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Rashed Hoque (Supervisor: Hui Xie) successfully defended his PhD thesis entitled 
“Estimating Causal Effects of Medication Adherence Using Administrative Data” on May 
20, 2025. 
 
Kamso Mohammed Mujaab (Supervisor: Glen Hazlewood) successfully defended his 
PhD thesis on May 29, 2024.  His thesis was entitled “A Novel Semi-Automated Approach 
for Trial Identification and Evaluation of the Certainty of Evidence from Network Meta-
Analyses".  Kamso is continuing as a Postdoctoral trainee at the University of Ottawa and 
the University of Calgary (Co-Supervisors: Glen Hazlewood and George Wells, U 
Ottawa).  
 
Justin Losciale (Supervisor: Jackie Whittaker) successfully defended his PhD thesis 
entitled “Lost but not forgotten: An investigation of muscle performance after sport-related 
knee injuries” on October 31, 2024. 
 
Codie Primeau (Supervisor Linda Li) completed his post-doctoral fellowship at Arthritis 
Research Canada and started a faculty position at Western University, London, Ontario 
on January 01, 2025 
 
John Yan (Supervisor: Jackie Whittaker) successfully defended his Master’s thesis on 
May 26, 2025. His thesis was entitled “Explosive Neuromuscular Performance of the 
Quadriceps Muscle following Anterior Cruciate Ligament Reconstruction." 
 
Vivienne Zhou (Supervisor: Hui Xie) successfully defended her PhD thesis on March 10, 
2025. Her thesis was entitled “Evaluating the impacts of biological treatment in 
inflammatory arthritis patients with quasi-experimental study designs”. She has started a 
post-doctoral fellowship at the BC Centre for Substance Use (BCCSU) 
 
Trainee Salary Awards  
 
Jordyn Burgar (Supervisor: Allyson Jones) was awarded a $30,000 MITACS 
Accelerate 12-month Internship award for her project. “Pharmacist-physiotherapist 
collaborative management for early knee osteoarthritis” (PACE-OA). 
 
Jordyn Burgar (Supervisor: Allyson Jones) was also awarded the TD Bank Financial 
Group Grant for Health Sciences Interdisciplinary Research Fund Award of $10,000. This 
award is granted to applicants from the University of Alberta who have active roles with 
an interdisciplinary (cross- faculty or multiple health/allied health disciplines) research 
team, relevant to Precision Health and who demonstrate interest and potential to excel in 
interdisciplinary health research. 
 
Vienna Cheng, (Supervisor: Mary De Vera) was awarded the Women’s Health Research 
Institute (WHRI) Graduate & Fellowship Research Award in Women’s Health – $40,000 
(1 year). This highly competitive award is presented to only one exceptional doctoral 
student each year whose research is dedicated to advancing women’s and/or newborn 
health. 
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Vienna Cheng, (Supervisor: Mary De Vera) was also awarded The Andrew Nord 
Fellowships in Rheumatology Spring Graduate Award in the amount of $25,000 for 4 
years. Andrew Nord suffered from the effects of arthritis from the age of 15 and the goal 
for his bequest is "to prevent the disease from its devastating onslaught, to find better 
ways to live with the disease, and to find the cause, leading to a cure once and for all." 
This prestigious fellowship is awarded to exceptional doctoral students conducting 
transformative research in rheumatology. 
 
Vienna Cheng, (Supervisor: Mary De Vera) was awarded the UBC 4-Year Doctoral 
Fellowship at $18,200 per year + full tuition for 4 years. One of UBC’s most competitive 
and distinguished awards, the 4-year Doctoral Fellowship recognizes outstanding 
academic achievement and exceptional research potential in doctoral students. 
 
Dominique Clarke (Supervisor: Jackie Whittaker) was awarded a $6,500 Faculty of 
Medicine Graduate Award from the University of British Columbia, for September to 
December 2025. 
 
Julia Downey (Supervisor: Glen Hazlewood) was awarded a $17,500 2024-2025 
CanTRAIN Clinical Trials Training Program Master’s Studentship Award for her project 
entitled “Using preferences and best existing evidence to inform the design of future 
clinical trials in rheumatoid arthritis”. 
 
Manny Ester (Supervisor: Claire Barber) has received a two-year, $155,000 Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research Institute of Musculoskeletal Health and Arthritis (CIHR-
IMHA) Alberta Health Systems Impact Fellowship.  Manny is one of 20 Post Doctoral 
Fellows selected to receive this award, for his project “A proactive approach to health: 
integrating personalized physical activity behaviour change support into inflammatory 
arthritis care”. Through this initiative, postdoctoral researchers will collaborate with health 
organizations across the country to address a variety of critical health system issues. 
 
Renata Gabuzyan (Supervisor: Jackie Whittaker) was awarded a $6,500 Faculty of 
Medicine Graduate Award from the University of British Columbia (September to 
December 2025). 
 
Racheal Githumbi (Supervisor: Claire Barber) was awarded a one-year $20,000 
Cumming School of Medicine Graduate Scholarship for her project “Optimizing Precision 
in Practice: Standardizing the use of Treat-to-Target Measures for Enhanced Rheumatoid 
Arthritis Care Delivery”. This scholarship was established to attract the best graduate 
students to the Cumming School of Medicine and train them to become leading 
researchers. It is renewable up to four years. 
 
Nejat Hassen (Supervisor: Linda Li, Co-Supervisor: Diane Lacaille) was awarded a 
UBC 4-Year Doctoral Fellowships, one of only 6 such awards allocated to the 
Rehabilitation Sciences program for 2025. The award is for $18,200 per year plus full 
tuition, for 4 years. One of UBC’s most competitive and distinguished awards, the 4-year 



Annual Report of the Scientific Director 
Page 6 of 14 
Annual Board Meeting September 2025 
 

Doctoral Fellowship recognizes outstanding academic achievement and exceptional 
research potential in doctoral students. 
 
Nejat Hassen (Supervisor: Linda Li, Co-Supervisor: Diane Lacaille) received the BPOC 
graduate student award of $1,875.00. The BPOC award is to recognize excellence in 
research and scholarly performance by BPOC (Black and People of Colour) graduate 
students and to address systemic barriers they experience in their training.   
 
Nejat Hassen (Supervisor: Linda Li, Co-Supervisor: Diane Lacaille) was awarded The 
Andrew Nord Fellowships in Rheumatology Spring Graduate Award in the amount of 
$25,000 for 4 years. Andrew Nord suffered from the effects of arthritis from the age of 15 
and the goal for his bequest is "to prevent the disease from its devastating onslaught, to 
find better ways to live with the disease, and to find the cause, leading to a cure once and 
for all." This prestigious fellowship is awarded to exceptional doctoral students conducting 
transformative research in rheumatology. 
 
Derin Karacabeyli (Supervisor: Diane Lacaille) was awarded a one-year $27,000 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research Canada Graduate Scholarship Master’s award 
for his project “Effectiveness and safety of glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor agonists in 
patients with inflammatory arthritis and type 2 diabetes mellitus”. 
 
Derin Karacabeyli (Supervisor: Diane Lacaille) was also awarded The Andrew Nord 
Fellowships in Rheumatology Spring Graduate Award for $25,000 for 3 years. Andrew 
Nord suffered from the effects of arthritis from the age of 15 and the goal for his bequest 
is "to prevent the disease from its devastating onslaught, to find better ways to live with 
the disease, and to find the cause, leading to a cure once and for all." This prestigious 
fellowship is awarded to exceptional doctoral students conducting transformative 
research in rheumatology. 
 
Chloe Jessen (Supervisor: Sabrina Hoa) was awarded €27,188 from her home 
University, L’Université Paris Saclay for pursuing her Master’s degree in Canada for her 
project “Association between immunosuppressive treatments and the risk of developing 
pulmonary arterial hypertension in systemic sclerosis”.  
 
Sydney Joy (Supervisor: Ines Colmegna) ($22,000 over 18 months), Chloe Jessen 
(Supervisor: Sabrina Hoa) and Kai Zhao (Supervisor: Hui Xie) ($7,500 over 6 months) 
were awarded the inaugural Walter Gulka Scholarship from Arthritis Research Canada, 
which was awarded in memory of the late Walter Gulka, a highly respected and dedicated 
teacher. It honours his legacy and longstanding support for arthritis research. Sydney Joy 
was awarded $22,000 over 18 months to complete her PhD for her project “Exploring 
Mesenchymal Stromal Cells as a Novel Treatment for Systemic Sclerosis-Induced 
Fibrosis”. Kai Zhao was awarded $7,500 over 6-months for his project “Evaluating 
treatment effect for SLE using novel causal inference methods”. Chloe Jessen declined 
the award due to also receiving an award from her University (listed above).  
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Kasra Moolooghy (Supervisor: Diane Lacaille) has been awarded a two-year $120,000 
MITACS Accelerate award for his Post-Doctoral Project entitled “Comparing the risk of 
major cardiovascular events and venous thromboembolisms across different classes of 
biologics and targeted synthetic agents for inflammatory arthritis: a population-based 
study”. 
 
Tosin Ogunleye (Supervisor: Claire Barber) was awarded a two-year $12,000 Cumming 
School of Medicine Graduate Scholarship. The scholarship recognizes academic 
excellence and research potential. Her research focuses on improving care pathways for 
patients with Giant Cell Arteritis, a type of vasculitis that can cause blindness.  
 
Trainee Other Award and Honours 
 
Vienna Cheng, (Supervisor: Mary De Vera) representing the Faculty of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences/Arthritis Research Canada was awarded runner-up (2nd place) and the 
People’s Choice Award at the University of British Columbia Three Minute Thesis (3MT) 
Competition in March. Vienna was one of ten students in the final heat, reduced from 100 
students who competed in the open heats and Semi-Final events. 
 
Derin Karacabeyli (Supervisor: Diane Lacaille) received the American College of 
Rheumatology (ACR) Distinguished Fellow Award which recognizes clinical and research 
fellows in a rheumatology fellowship training program who have performed with 
distinction. It is accompanied by a cash prize of $1,500 USD. 
 
Summer Students  
 
Gracie Burns (Supervisor: Alex Legge) was a Canadian Rheumatology Association 
summer student at Dalhousie University. She conducted a retrospective study to describe 
the clinical presentation and outcomes of Lyme arthritis among adults presenting to the 
rheumatology clinic in Halifax, Nova Scotia over the past 15 years.  
 
Loryann Galvin (Supervisor: Laëtitia Michou), a medical student, did a summer 
studentship at l’Université Laval working on the Educare project. Educare is a pilot project 
evaluating the acceptability of a therapeutic patient education program in patients with 
inflammatory arthritis.  
 
Brianna Greenwood (Supervisor: Carrie Ye), was a summer student at the University of 
Alberta. Her project was entitled Immune Checkpoint Inhibitor Associated Sicca-Like 
Syndrome: a cohort study from the Canadian Research Group of Rheumatology in 
Immuno-Oncology (CanRIO) Database. 
 
Arielle Maccabée (Supervisor: Laëtitia Michou) a medical student, did a summer 
studentship at l’Université Laval working on a study that will look back at everyone treated 
for osteoporosis and assess treatment failures.  
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Tark Patel (Supervisor: Carrie Ye), was a summer student at the University of Alberta. 
He worked on an AI project to manually de-identifying medical notes/letters to create a 
database to train machine learning programs that will perform, in the future, automated 
de-identifying of information to protect patient privacy. 
 
FACULTY 
 
New Appointments 
 
Marie Hudson has been appointed as the McGill Division Director of Rheumatology. 
 
Deborah Marshall has been appointed the Scientific Director, Research Evaluation, 
Partnership and Impact, Alberta Children’s Hospital Research Institute (ACHRI).  
 
Deborah Marshall is the Svare Chair in Health Economics, Value and Impact, University 
of Calgary effective April 01, 2024. 
 
Retirement 
 
Jolanda Cibere was appointed Senior Scientist Emeritus upon her retirement from 
Arthritis Research Canada in July 2025. Dr Cibere joined Arthritis Research Canada at 
the very beginning as a Research Associate (Trainee) from 2000 to 2004, under the 
supervision of Dr. John Esdaile and Dr. Jacek Kopec. In 2004, she was appointed as a 
Research Scientist until 2012, when she was appointed as a Senior Scientist. She was a 
PI or Co-I on several osteoarthritis related projects during her time at Arthritis Research 
Canada, including the IMPAKT-HIP project and the PRECISION project.  
 
She completed her medical and rheumatology training in Saskatoon and her PhD in 
Health Care and Epidemiology at the University of British Columbia, with her thesis 
research focusing on osteoarthritis. Dr. Cibere pioneered a study showing that 
glucosamine sulfate was not effective for osteoarthritis, the results of which have been 
widely disseminated to consumers across North America.  
 
Dr. Cibere received the Networks of Centres of Excellence Young Innovator Award early 
in her career. She was awarded a Clinical Scientist Fellowship award, and a Phase II 
Scholar Award (the highest-level salary award given by the Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research), and received both the UBC’s Departmental Faculty Scholar Award and the J. 
W. McConnell Family Foundation Scholar. 
 
Scientific Research Grants 
 
Claire Barber is the Principal Investigator on a two-year $15,000 O’Brien Institute for 
Public Health, University of Calgary Research Catalyst Grant entitled “Optimizing 
Rheumatology Triage – A Learning Health System Approach”. Cheryl Barnabe is a Co-
Investigator on this grant. 
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Cheryl Barnabe is a Principal Investigator with Drs Terri-Lynn Fox, Liam O’Neil, Pamela 
Roach and Stephanie Montesanti on a five-year $2 million Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research Team Grant: Embracing Diversity to Achieve Precision & Health Equity entitled 
“Indigenous Inflammatory Arthritis Prevention and Treatment Approaches for health 
Equity (IIA-PATH)”. This project aims to transform how arthritis care and prevention 
strategies are delivered in Indigenous communities to address the inequities in health 
care and outcomes experienced by Indigenous communities. Co-Investigators include 
May Choi, Claire Barber, Glen Hazelwood, Diane Lacaille and other scientists leading 
Indigenous health research in BC, Alberta, Manitoba, as well as four Indigenous 
community partners and Indigenous persons living with arthritis.  
 
Ines Colmegna is the Principal Investigator on a four-year, $1,040,400 Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research Project Grant entitled “Investigating the anti-fibrotic effects 
of human multipotent mesenchymal stromal cells”. Co-Investigators include Marie 
Hudson, Anastasia Nijnik and Qihuang Zhang.) 
 
Mary De Vera is the Principal Investigator on a three-year $105,000 Canadian Institutes 
of Health Research Project Grant entitled “Advancing Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion in 
Arthritis Research: A Mixed-Methods Group Concept Mapping Approach”. Co-
Investigators include Antonio Avina-Zubieta, Cheryl Barnabe, Hui Xie and Codie 
Primeau. 
 
Sabrina Hoa is a Co-Principal Investigator with Susan Bartlett and Marie Hudson as 
Co-Investigators on a four-year $684,675 Canadian Institutes of Health Research grant 
entitled “Enhancing Patient Engagement in Scleroderma Research: A Series of Cohort-
Based RCTs of Tools to Improve Communication of Research Results”. Other PI’s are 
Brett Thombs, Amanda Lawrie-Jones, Danielle Rice and Maureen Sauve.  
 
Allyson Jones is the Principal Investigator and Claire Barber is a Co-Investigator on a 
two-year $300,000 grant from the Faculty of Pharmacy & Pharmaceutical Sciences, 
University of Alberta entitled “Pharmacist-physiotherapist collaborative management for 
early knee osteoarthritis”. 
 
Diane Lacaille along with Rebecca Grainger are Principal Investigators on a one-year 
$33,660 CAD ($41,331 NZD) Arthritis New Zealand Grant entitled "Mahi with Arthritis: 
Exploring Challenges and Implementing an Evidence-Based Program, Making-it-Work, in 
Aotearoa New Zealand”. 
 
Diane Lacaille is a Co-Principal Investigator along with Antonio Avina-Zubieta, Hui Xie 
and Jan Dutz on a one-year, $100,000 Canadian Institutes of Health Research Project 
Grant entitled “Mapping the current landscape, treatment patterns, and access to health 
services for eczema patients in British Columbia”. Sunil Kalia is the Principal Investigator.  
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Linda Li is a one of the Principal Investigators on a five-year $929,476 Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research Project Grant entitled "Healthy Heart, Healthy Brain: Aerobic 
Exercise to Promote Brain Health in Perimenopause”. Teresa Liu-Ambrose is the 
Nominated Principal Investigator on this grant. Other Principal Investigators include Cindy 
Barha and Liisa Galea. 
 
Linda Li is a Co-Investigator on a three-year $344,251 Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research Project Grant entitled "A mixed methods study of cancer care in Canada”. 
Kristen Haase is the Principal Investigator on this grant. 
 
Linda Li is a Co-Investigator on a three-year $355,000 Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research Project Grant entitled "Improving integrated knowledge translation for 
evidence-informed health care by attending to power”. Anita Kothari AR and Heather 
Gainforth are the Principal Investigators on this grant. 
 
Linda Li, Diane Lacaille, and Jasmin Ma are Co-Principal Investigators on a one-year 
$20,000 Canadian Institutes of Heath Research Grant entitled “Facilitating Adoption of 
Strength Training in people with Rheumatoid Arthritis (FAST-RA)”. Co-investigators 
include Linda Wilhelm, Antonio Avina-Zubieta, Dianne Gromala, Eileen Davidson, 
Alison Hoens, Allyson Jones, Chris Shaw, Codie Primeau, Ellen Wang, Heather 
Worthington, Kelly English and Laurie Proulx. 
 
Jasmin Ma is the Principal Investigator on a two-year $49,869 UBC Small Teaching and 
Learning Enhancement Fund Grant entitled “UBC School of Kinesiology: Implementation 
of a Clinical Exercise Physiologist Curriculum Pathway.”  
 
Jasmin Ma is the Principal Investigator on a one-year $3,000 UBC Advancing Community 
Engaged Learning Fund Grant entitled “Research to Impact 2.0 KxM Fellowship.”  
 
Deborah Marshall is the Principal Investigator for a four-year $1,598,238 Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research Team Grant – Improving Health and Administrative Data 
and Monitoring for Rare Diseases. The project is entitled “RAre Disease Administrative 
Data Research (RADAR) Team: putting the health system impact of rare diseases on the 
radar”. 
 
Laëtitia Michou was awarded a one-year $20,000 Clinical Research grant from the CHU 
de Québec clinical research platform entitled: “Therapeutic patient education, a new 
educational care program for adults living with inflammatory arthritis, the Educare project”. 
 
Codie Primeau is the Principal Investigator on a one-year $20,000 Canadian Institutes 
of Health Research grant titled “Co-Developing Research Questions About Chronic Pain 
with 2SLGBTQQIA+ Communities through Citizen Science”. AR Verma, A Samson, G 
Schultz, J Stevenot, E Abreu, T Salway, M Kwag, Alison Hoens, and Linda Li are Co-
investigators. 
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Jackie Whittaker is a Co-Investigator on a four-year National Health and Medical 
Research Council of Australia grant for a total of $2,500,000, AUS entitled “HERKnee 
Centre of Research Excellence: Preventing Knee Injury and Osteoarthritis Burden of 
Women and Girls”. The Principal Investigator is Kay Crossley and other co-investigators 
are R Hinman, M Dowsey, J Kemp, K Henne, C Emery, C Barton, A Culvenor, A Smith, 
B Patterson, A Bruder, I Ackerman, P Choong and M Moller. 
 
Jackie Whittaker is a Co-Investigator on a one-year $226,530 WorkSafe BC grant 
entitled “High load exercise with biofeedback and dose monitoring for Achilles 
tendinopathy: an exploratory cohort study”. The Principal Investigator is Alex Scott and 
the other co-investigators are Michael Hunt, L Hung and Khole Merry. 
 
Jackie Whittaker is the Principal Investigator on a four-year $670,000 Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research Project Grant entitled “Preventing symptomatic post-
traumatic osteoarthritis in young people at high risk: The Stop OsteoARThritis (SOAR) 
Randomized Controlled Trial.” Linda Li, Hui Xie, Alison Hoens and Michael Hunt are 
Co-Investigators. Trish Silvester-Lee is the Patient Collaborator on the project. 
 
Jackie Whittaker is a Co-Investigator on a one-year $100,000 Canadian Institutes of 
Health Research Catalyst Grant entitled “Biomechanical and Imaging Assessments of Hip 
Micro-instability”. David Wilson is the Principal Investigator. 
 
Jackie Whittaker is a Co-Investigator on a one-year $100,000 Canadian Institutes of 
Health Research Project Grant entitled “Tracking the Exposure to and Biomechanical 
Features of 'Risky' Movements in Soccer”. Calvin Kuo is the Principal Investigator. 
 
Jackie Whittaker is a Co-Investigator on a one-year $20,000 Canadian Institutes of 
Health Research Planning and Dissemination Grant entitled “Alleviating waitlist woes: 
Adapting a health-promotion program for people awaiting hip and knee replacement for 
osteoarthritis”. J Sims-Gould is the Principal Investigator. 
 
Jackie Whittaker is a Co-Investigator on a one-year £41,709 Physiotherapy Research 
Foundation (UK) Research Investigator Grant entitled “Development of digital health 
intervention to support post-traumatic knee osteoarthritis prevention: a mixed methods 
study”. Josh Cosgrove is the Principal Investigator. 
 
Carrie Ye is the Principal Investigator and Marie Hudson, Janet Roberts and Shahin 
Jamal are Co-Investigators on a four-year $778,000 Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research Project Grant entitled "Gaining Insight Into Immune Checkpoint Inhibitor 
Associated Inflammatory Arthritis Using Administrative Health Data.”  
 
Carrie Ye is the Principal Investigator on a one-year $25,000 Canadian Institutes of 
Health Research Project Grant entitled “ChatRheum: Developing and evaluating a 
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source-verified large language model to answer rheumatology patient questions”. Co-
investigators include Mohamed Abdalla, Steven Katz amongst others. 
 
Salary Awards 
 
Meghan Barber was awarded a two-year LuCIN Clinical Trial Investigator Award 
($100,000 USD) from Lupus Therapeutics to support her salary. 
 
Honours and Merit Awards 
 
Antonio Avina-Zubieta has achieved promotion to Professor, Division of Rheumatology, 
Department of Medicine, UBC. This is the highest rank in academia and requires a senior 
scientist to have made substantial research contributions for which they have international 
recognition, to have excelled in their research productivity in terms of publications and 
grants awarded, and have successfully trained graduate students. These are no easy 
milestones, and Dr Avina clearly met all criteria!  
 
Claire Barber was awarded the 2025 Canadian Rheumatology Association Silver 
Practice Reflection Award at the Canadian Rheumatology Association Annual Scientific 
Meeting in Calgary, Alberta in February. The CRA Practice Reflection Award recognizes 
the importance of reflection and practice change to ultimately improve patient care. This 
award encourages CRA members to develop, innovative and practical self-assessment 
programs and quality improvement initiatives. She received this award for her work on 
developing a Learning Health System for rheumatology care in Alberta that allows the 
real-time collection of data alongside the provision of clinical care to provide feedback to 
improve the quality of care delivered. 
 
Cheryl Barnabe was awarded the Top 10 Articles of 2024, CIHR Institute for Health 
Services and Policy Research: “Prevalence and characteristics of anti-Indigenous bias 
among Albertan physicians: a cross-sectional survey and framework analysis”. 
 
Cheryl Barnabe is the recipient of the 2025 Killam Annual Professorship. The prestigious 
Killam Professorship recognizes her for research and teaching excellence, service to the 
University of Calgary and the wider academic community. This $10,000 cash prize is 
awarded to individuals who have demonstrated a sustained record, typically spanning 
over a decade of nationally and internationally recognized scholarship and educational 
leadership in their field. 
 
Susan Bartlett was awarded the American College of Rheumatology (ACR) and the 
Association of Rheumatology Professionals (ARP) Master Designation. The ARP Master 
Award is one of the highest honors the College bestows. This award is presented to ARP 
members who have made outstanding contributions to the field of rheumatology through 
service to the ACR/ARP and advancements in research, practice, education, and/or 
advocacy. 
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Susan Bartlett was awarded the 2025 Arthritis Health Professions Association Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the Canadian Rheumatology Association Annual Scientific 
Meeting in Calgary, Alberta in February. This award is given to a candidate who has 
brought honour to the profession throughout their career lifetime by modeling mentorship, 
innovation, enthusiasm, and ongoing commitment in Arthritis care. Dr Bartlett received 
this award in recognition of her tremendous contribution to patient-centred arthritis 
research, her advocacy for the crucial role of allied health professionals in arthritis care, 
and her commitment to patient engagement in research.  
 
Susan Bartlett is also the recipient of the Arthritis Health Professions Association’s 
Carolyn Thomas Award for the highest ranked scientific abstract for her study entitled: 
“Distinct Symptom Clusters Predict Initial Response to Methotrexate in Adults with New 
Rheumatoid Arthritis: a Longitudinal Analysis of the Canadian Early Arthritis Cohort”. This 
work was selected for a plenary podium presentation at the 2025 Canadian 
Rheumatology Association Annual Scientific Meeting in Calgary in February. 
 
May Choi was awarded the 2025 Emerging Investigator Award at the Canadian 
Rheumatology Association Annual Scientific Meeting in Calgary, Alberta in February. This 
award is given to an early career Canadian investigator who has contributed significant, 
original research in rheumatology. 
 
Raheem Kherani is the recipient for the 2024 Larry Collins for Committee Service Award 
from Vancouver Coastal Health. This award recognizes individuals who exemplify the 
spirit of collaboration, empathy, and unwavering dedication to improving healthcare and 
supporting colleagues.   
 
Diane Lacaille was awarded the Excellence in Investigative Mentoring Award from the 
American College of Rheumatology (ACR) and the Association of Rheumatology 
Professionals (ARP). The Excellence in Investigative Mentoring Award recognizes the 
importance of the mentor/mentee relationship. This award honors an active ACR or ARP 
member for their contributions to the rheumatology profession through outstanding and 
ongoing mentoring. 
 
Deborah Marshall was amongst five University of Calgary faculty members to be elected 
as a new Fellow at Royal Society of Canada (RSC). She was formally inducted into the 
Royal Society of Canada (RSC) at a ceremony in November 2024. The RSC recognizes 
outstanding scholarly, scientific, and artistic achievement; elected by their peers. It is the 
highest honour an individual can achieve in the arts, social sciences and sciences. 
 
Laëtitia Michou has been recognised by The Fonds de Recherche du Quebec with a 
renewal of her “chercheur clinicien chevronné” from 2025 to 2029 which is awarded in 
recognition of the scientific excellence of experienced clinical scientists.  
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Janet Roberts was awarded the 2024-2025 Dalhousie University Department of 
Medicine Research Excellence Award. This is awarded to members within the 
Department who have demonstrated excellence in research in the previous three years 
and to honour and publicly recognize the members’ research achievements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: 

 

_______________________________________________ 
Diane Lacaille, MD, MHSc, FRCPC 
Mary Pack Chair in Rheumatology Research, 
Scientific Director, Arthritis Research Canada/Arthrite-recherche Canada 
Professor of Medicine, University of British Columbia 



Appendix I
FUNDING FROM JULY 1, 2024 TO JUNE 30, 2025

SCIENTIST FUNDING - Operating Grants for Research
PI(s) Co-I(s) Title Funding Agency Annual 

Amount
2024-25

Total Awarded Start Date End Date

Abrahamowicz 
M

JA Aviña-Zubieta, S Bernatsky, A 
Bérard, W Dixon, M. Durand, L 
Eder, S Ferreira Guerra, D 
Lacaille, S Perreault, L Pilote, R 
Sapir-Pichhadze, R Tamblyn, J 
Widdifield, G Yi

New statistical methods for 
population-based studies of 
time-varying drug exposures: 
Development, validation, and 
real-world analyses of drug 
safety and effectiveness

CIHR $160,650 $481,950 Apr-22 Mar-25

Tamblyn R, 
Totino L

Abrahamowicz A, Bartlett S, 
Buckeridge D, Lee T, McDonald 
E, Motusky A, Pupo R, Thavon K, 
Weir D

Evaluating the effectiveness of 
Smart About Meds (SAM), a 
mobile app to improve 
medication management 
following hospital discharge

CIHR $46,139 $184,556 Apr-22 Mar-26

Bernatsky S, 
Smargiassi A

M Abrahamowicz, J Aviña-
Zubieta, P Awadalla, H Chen, T 
Dummer, M Goldberg, S Jean, M 
Johnson, D Levy, J Spinelli, S 
Weichenthal, J Widdifield

Air pollution and systemic 
autoimmune rheumatic 
diseases

CIHR $128,775 $772,650 Oct-18 Sep-24

Kalia, S Avina-Zubieta JA, Dutz JP, 
Lacaille D, Lui H

Mapping the current landscape, 
treatment patterns, and access 
to health services for eczema 
patients in British Columbia

CIHR, Project Grant 
- Priority 
Announcement: 
IMHA

$100,000 $100,000 Feb-25 Jan-26

AIHS - Alberta Innovates Health Solutions; CIORA – Canadian Initiative for Outcomes in Rheumatoid Arthritis; CIHR – Canadian Institutes of Health Research; CRA - Canadian 
Rheumatology Association;  EULAR – European League Against Rheumatism; MSFHR – Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research; NIH – National Institutes of Health; NCE – 
Networks of Centres of Excellence;  TAS - The Arthritis Society; UBC – University of British Columbia;  Spondyloarthritis Research Consortium of Canada 
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MacDermid J, 
Backman C, 
Birmingham T, 
Bouer L, 
Marshall D, 
Moyer R, Ronsky 
J, Roy JS, 
Thomas A

Knowledge User: K Hofstetter, M 
Hunt, J Whittaker

Canadian Musculoskeletal 
(MSK) Rehab Research 
Network

CIHR $299,549 $1,996,990 Jan-20 Dec-24

van der Veer  S,  
Dixon W

N Bansback Transforming outpatient 
consultations by integrating 
regular symptom tracking into 
clinical care: the Remote 
Monitoring of Rheumatoid 
Arthritis (REMORA2) study

VERSUS Arthritis 
UK & NIHR

$925,000 $3,700,000 Oct-21 Nov-25

Barber C Jones CA, Barnabe C, Lacaille 
D, Hazlewood G, Widdifield J, 
Wallace Y (pt)

Implementation of the Alberta 
Rheumatology Provincial 
Learning Health System

CIHR $104,549.67 $313,649 Apr-23 Mar-26

Barber C, Crump 
T

C Barnabe, E Dempsey, G 
Hazlewood, A Hoens, S. Katz, J 
Kopec, D Lacaille, P MacMullan, 
D Mosher, J Rankin, J Sutherland, 
K Then

Psychometric evaluation of a 
measure of care complexity in 
rheumatoid arthritis

CIHR $99,195 $297,584 Sep-22 Aug-25

Barber C Jones CA, Barnabe C, Lacaille 
D, Hazlewood G, Widdifield J, 
Wallace Y (pt)

Implementation of the Alberta 
Rheumatology Provincial 
Learning Health System

CIHR $104,550 $313,649 Apr-23 Mar-26

Barber C Barnabe C Optimizing Rheumatology 
Triage – A Learning Health 
System Approach

O’Brien Institute for 
Public Health, 
University of 
Calgary Research 
Catalyst Grant

$15,000 $15,000 Apr-25 Mar-26
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Ahluwalia V, 
Apple T, Eder L, 
Laur C, Thorne 
C, Widdifield J

C Barber, S Bernatsky, G 
Hawker, C Hofstetter, N Ivers, B 
Kuriya, L Passalent, P Rochon, L 
Soever, A Steiman

The Ontario Rheumatology 
Learning Health System for 
Transforming Integrated Care 
for Patients with Rheumatic and 
Musculoskeletal Disorders

CIHR $391,303 $1,956,515 Apr-23 Mar-28

Beaupre L, 
Finseth E, 
Eubank B, 
Ferguson-Pell M, 
Sheps D

E Armstrong, C Barber, A 
Charlton, A Kania-Richmond, J 
Martyn, P Paul, A Ramadi, J 
Robert, J Round, C Smith

Using Digital Health to Better 
Serve Rural Albertans living 
with Shoulder Pathology: 
Alberta's Remote Management 
of ShoUlders Program (ARMS 
UP)

CIHR $264,643.80 $1,323,219 Apr-23 Mar-28

Tugwell PS, 
Welch V

S Ali, C Barber, C Barnabe, A 
Darzi, O Dewidar, G Hazlewood, 
A Lee, LC Li, O Magwood, L 
Maxwell, J Petkovic, B Shea, E 
Tomlinson, K Toupin-April

Reducing inequitable 
differences in health outcomes 
in the treatment of Arthritis

CIHR $138,974.67 $416,924 Oct-23 Sep-26

Barnabe C, 
Healy B, 
Tailfeathers E, 
Crowshoe L, 
Currie C, Fellner 
K, Henry R, 
Voyageur C

R Weasel Fat, J Baker, B Bastien, 
S Chisan, A Greenshaw, R 
Henderson, A Kennedy, S Kutz, A 
Loyola-Sanchez, L ManyGuns, T 
Oosterbroek, M Rock, W Shotyk

Alberta Indigenous Mentorship 
in Health Innovation Network 
(AIM-HI Network)

CIHR $200,000 $1,000,000 Oct-19 Sep-24
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Barnabe C, 
Crowshoe L, 
Bablitz C, Green 
M, Henderson R, 
Kennedy A, 
Montesanti S, 
Murry A, Roach 
P, Tailfeathers E

Auger C, Auger J, Baker J, 
Chowdhury C, Crowshoe T et al

Indigenous Primary Health Care 
and Policy Research (IPHCPR) 
Network in Alberta

CIHR $700,000 $3,500,000 Oct-19 Sep-24

Barnabe C Implementation and Evaluation 
of Shared Decision-Making 
Strategies with Indigenous 
Peoples for Rheumatoid 
Arthritis Treatment

University of 
Calgary Cumming 
School of Medicine 
Clinical Research 
Fund (CRF) 

$12,500 $25,000 Apr-24 Mar-26

Barnabe C Indigenous Inflammatory 
Arthritis Prevention And 
Treatment approaches for 
Health equity (IIA-PATH)

CIHR - team 
planning grant

$20,000 $20,000 Nov-24 Oct-25

Barnabe C 
(NPA), Fox TL, 
Montesanti SR, 
O'Neil LJ, Roach 
PM

Aminghafari DM, Barber CEH, 
Choi M, Dufour A, El-Gabalawy H, 
Hazlewood, G, Lacaille D, Oster, 
R, Pardo Pardo J, Toupin April K, 
Turcotte C, Twilt M, Wasylak T

Indigenous Inflammatory 
Arthritis Prevention And 
Treatment approaches for 
Health equity (IIA-PATH)

CIHR team grant $400,000 $2,000,000 Apr-25 Mar-30

McLane P, Bartel 
R, James A

Le Chaifoux N, Kima J, Boubake 
A, Holrod B, Rosychuk R, Tate K, 
Curtin K, Neri D, Roach P, 
Barnabe C, Oster R

Quality of Care for Metis in 
Alberta Emergency 
Departments: Co-Creating 
Understandings and Definitions

U of A 
Otipemisiwak Métis 
Government’s 
Department of 
Health

$104,437 $313,310 Apr-23 Mar-26
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Austen Wiebe 
VJ, Bill, Kashuba 
S, McLane P, 
Tailfeathers E

C Barnabe, R Bartel, R 
Henderson, B Holroyd, A James, 
K Janvier, J Khangura, M Landry, 
E Lang, E Louis, R Oster, K 
Rittenbach, P Roach, T Big 
Plume, K Foudy

Advancing Anti-Racist and 
Equity-Oriented Care in the 
Emergency Department with 
First Nations Partners

CIHR $437,963 $1,751,852 Apr-23 Mar-27

Boyd S, Cheung 
A, Morin S

Alexander T, Alos N, Andronowski 
J, Barnabe C et al (+50)

OsNET: The Canadian Bone 
Health Research Network

CIHR $400,000 $1,200,000 Jul-23 Jun-26

Emery C C Barnabe, K Belton, L Benson, A 
Black, P Elson, R Ferber, P 
Fuselli, C Goulet, E Brent, M 
Jordon, S Kenny G Kuntze, C 
Lebrun, K MacDonald, A 
Macpherson, DA Marshall, J 
Whittaker et al 

SHRed Injuries: Preventing 
Injuries and their consequences 
in youth sport and recreation 

CIHR $148,493 $1,039,450 Jul-18 Jun-25

Benseler S, 
Marshall DA, 
Wilson J

Celluci T, Currie G, Page S, 
Stringer E, Swart J, Wulfraat N, 
Yeung R

Producing an Arthritis Value-
framework with economic 
Evidence - Paving the Way for 
Rare Childhood Diseases

CIHR $150,000 $300,000 Jan-22 Dec-24

Bernatsky S, 
Smargiassi A

M Abrahamowicz, J Avina-
Zubieta, P Awadalla, H Chen, T 
Dummer, M Goldberg, S Jean, M 
Johnson, D Levy, J Spinelli, S 
Weichenthal, J Widdifield

Air pollution and systemic 
autoimmune rheumatic 
diseases

CIHR $154,530 $772,650 Oct-18 Sep-24

Choi M CLIMB: Complement activation 
Levels and Interferon activity as 
novel Myositis Biomarkers

The Arthritis 
Society

119,000 357,000 Apr-24 Mar-27

5



Cibere J J Esdaile, B Forster, J Kopec, L 
Li, D Wilson, H Wong, 

Population-based longitudinal 
cohort study of 
femoroacetabular impingement 
of the hip using magnetic 
resonance imaging outcomes

CIHR $177,225 $531,674 Oct-20 Sep-25

Vinet E S Bernatsky, AE Clark, PR 
Fortin, J Hanly, C Peschken, Z 
Touma

Risk stratification and 
personalized therapy in lupus 
pregnancies

CIHR $151,470 $757,350 Oct-22 Sep-27

Colmegna I, 
Nijnik A, Langlais 
D

Hematopoietic stem and 
progenitor cells as mediators of 
trained immunity in rheumatoid 
arthritis

CIHR $199,800 $999,000 Oct-20 Sep-25

Colmegna I, 
Langlais D, 
Martin JG

Hudson M, Nijnik A, Zhang Q Investigating the anti-fibrotic 
effects of human multipotent 
mesenchymal stromal cells.

CIHR $260,100 $1,040,400 Feb-25 Oct-29

Greenwood C I Colmegna, M Hudson X-inactivation in rheumatoid 
arthritis and impact on sex-
specific disease risks

TAS $125,536.67 $376,610 Apr-24 Mar-27

Da Costa D M De Vera, PR Fortin, E Rahme, 
E Vinet, F de Montigny

Mental Health in Individuals with 
Autoimmune Rheumatic 
Diseases During the Transition 
to Parenthood: A Mixed 
Methods Study to Identify 
Associated Factors and Support 
Needs

CIHR $79,560 $198,900 Apr-23 Sep-25

Giangregorio L, 
Morin S

Adachi J, Billington E, Boyd S, 
Cheung A, Da Costa D et al

Multifaceted Intervention using 
Telehealth to Reduce the risk of 
Falls and Fractures in Older 
Men (MisterFit study): a Pilot 
Study

CIHR $55,076 $220,304 Oct-21 Sep-25
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De Vera M N Amiri, E Sayre, S Ensworth, C 
Baldwin, N Rebic

Following maternal, neonatal, 
and childhood outcomes 
associated with use of arthritis 
medications perinatally 
(FAMILY)

The Arthritis 
Society

$140,000 $420,000 Apr-23 Mar-26

De Vera M C Barnabe, A Avina-Zubieta, N 
Gheshlaghi, M Harrison, P Kang, 
M Thomas

Applying an equity and 
intersectionality lens to 
understanding the burden of 
arthritis on aging Canadians 
(APPROACH)

CIHR $69,094 $69,094 Jul-24 Jun-25

Boilard, E Droit A, Fortin PR Role of megakaryocytes in 
Systemic Lupus Erythematosus

CIHR $146,880 $734,400 Apr-23 Mar-28

Boilard, E P Fortin, C Belleannee, S Lacroiix Platelets and neutrophils: The 
two culprits mediating pain in 
inflammatory arthritis

CIHR $96,390 $910,350 Apr-20 Mar-25

Bourgoin S Fortin P Role of phosphatidylserine-
specific phospholipase A1 
(PLA1A) in the pathogenesis of 
rheumatic diseases

The Arthritis 
Society

$150,000 $450,000 Apr-23 Mar-26

Dieudé M P Fortin, E Boillard, H Cardinal, Impact of Vascular Injury 
Derived Exosomes on Lupus 
Nephritis

CIHR $115,515 $577,575 Apr-22 Mar-27

Hazlewood G, 
Tugwell P, Wells 
G

Bansback N, Barber CE, Elliott J, 
Kamso M, Kelly S, Maxwell M

Living systematic reviews of 
pharmacological treatments for 
Rheumatoid Arthritis

CIHR $46,279 $185,114 Oct-21 Sep-25
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Hazlewood G, 
Wells G

N Bansback, C Barber, C 
Barnabe, C Bombardier, V 
Bykerk, P Charlton, A Scott, D 
 Choquette, R Deardon, J Elliott, 
MM Kamso, S Kelly, L Proulx, L 
Richards, O Schieir, J Thomas

Personalizing the choice of 
therapy in rheumatoid arthritis

CIHR $420,752 $420,752 Apr-22 Mar-26

Graham MM, 
James MT, 
Sajobi T, Wilton 
SB

O Awosoga, B Har, G 
Hazlewood, L Lix, A McRae, C 
Norris, MJ Parilla Lopez, H Quan, 
RD Turgeon, T Wilson, M Wang

Characterizing patient 
preferences and personalizing 
risk information for optimal 
patient-centered management 
of coronary artery disease

CIHR $127,181 $508,724 Apr-23 Mar-27

Tugwell PS, 
Welch V

S Ali, C Barber, C Barnabe, A 
Darzi, O Dewidar, G Hazlewood, A 
Lee, LC Li, O Magwood, L 
Maxwell, J Petkovic, B Shea, E 
Tomlinson, K Toupin-April

Reducing inequitable 
differences in health outcomes 
in the treatment of Arthritis

CIHR $138,974.67 $416,924 Oct-23 Sep-26

Hutton B, Moher 
D, Straus SE, 
Tricco AC, Wells 
G

AM Abou-Setta, G Hazlewood, B 
Hemmelgarn, A Hossain, Z 
Jordan, S Kelly, E Langlois, J 
Presseau, A Proctor, B Reeves, A 
Stevens, K Thavorn, M Tunis, J 
Watt

Drug Safety and Effectiveness 
Network Methods and 
Applications Group in Indirect 
Comparisons (DSEN MAGIC) 
Team

CIHR $272,174 $816,522 Apr-20 Mar-25

Hoa S D Assayag, M Baron, S Golch, M 
Hambly, M Hudson, M Larche, JL 
Senecal

Randomized Double-Blind 
Placebo-Controlled Clinical Trial 
to Assess the Efficacy of 
Mycophenolate Mofetil in 
Subclinical Interstitial Lung 
Disease Associated with 
Systemic Sclerosis: a Feasibility 
Study

CIHR $92,437 $346,640 Oct-22 Jun-26
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Hoa S, Bartlett 
S, Hudson M

Thombs B, Lawrie-Jones A, Rice 
D, Sauve M

Enhancing Patient Engagement 
in Scleroderma Research: A 
Series of Cohort-Based RCTs 
of Tools to Improve 
Communication of Research 
Results

CIHR $171,169 $684,675 Nov-24 Oct-28

Archambault P, 
Awadalla P et al

Allin S, Arino J, Hoens A et al +50 Long COVID Web: Pan-
Canadian Post-COVID 
Condition Research Network

CIHR $3,999,923 $19,999,614 Nov-22 Oct-27

Bostick G, 
Bussieres A, 
Cooper L, 
McNiven N, 
Wideman T, et al

Bement M, Bhanji F, Fishman S, 
Hudon A, Hoens A (Collaborator) 
et al

Improving pain education 
across entry-level 
physiotherapy programs in 
Canada: An integrated 
knowledge translation study

CIHR $120,870 $604,350 Apr-21 Mar-26

Hudson M Hoa S, Miller W, Lapointe R,  Del 
Rincon S, Esfahani K

Identification of immune 
signatures of rheumatic 
immune-related adverse events 
secondary to immune 
checkpoint inhibitors

TAS $150,000 $450,000 Apr-24 Mar-27

Leask A, Philip A M Hudson Characterization of a novel anti-
fibrotic peptide for the treatment 
of scleroderma

CIHR $97,308 $486,540 Apr-21 Mar-26

Jamal S, 
Appleton T

C Ye, J Pope, M Hudson Early Adalimumab Induction for 
Treatment of Steroid-
Dependent Checkpoint Inhibitor 
Associated Inflammatory 
Arthritis:  A Pragmatic 
Randomized Clinical Trial

CIORA $58,200 $116,400 Oct-23 Sep-25
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Jones CA Barber CEB  Pharmacist-physiotherapist 
collaborative management for 
early knee osteoarthritis

Faculty of 
Pharmacy & 
Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, UofA

$150,000 $300,000 Nov-24 Oct-26

Lacaille D Bansback N, Barber C, Barnabe 
C, Bartlett S, Colmegna I, Da 
Costa D, Fortin P, Hazlewood G, 
Hoens A, Koehn C, Li L, Michou 
L, Oelke N

FlexCAre: Co-developing a 
Flexible Care Delivery Model for 
Inflammatory Arthritis

The Arthritis 
Society

$112,500 $450,000 Dec-22 Mar-26

Li LC, Liu 
Ambrose T 

C Bartha, J Brubacher, J Davis, T 
Dignum, R Falck, C Hsu, M Kho, T 
Manyango, L Nagamatsu, N 
Parmar, D Skelton, O Theou, H 
Wong

ACTIVE: Adding Life to Years 
in Cognitive Frailty by 
Preventing Falls

CIHR $163,710 $818,550 Apr-23 Mar-28

Li LC, Liu-
Ambrose T, 
Davis J

R Falk, K Madden, R Rhodes, M 
Sadatsafavi, HC Wong

SuPA Mobility: Supporting 
Physical Activity to Promote 
Mobility in Mobility-Limited 
Older Adults

CIHR $105,188 $631,128 Apr-21 Mar-27

Li LC, Liu-
Ambrose T

Bartha C, Davis J, Falck R, 
Feehan L, Hoens A, Holmes B, 
Kho M, Leese J, Ma J, Mackay-
Lyons M, Madden K, Mayo N, 
Theou O, Wong H, Xie H

Moving More: Supporting 
uptake of evidence for physical 
activity in older adults with 
complex health care needs

CIHR $129,094 $516,376 Apr-22 Sep-25
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Jung ME, 
Alexander A, 
Casmey S, Coes 
C, Compton S, 
Cullen L, Hartley-
Folz S, Hughes 
CL, Kyle JL, 
Logan SM, 
Paterson K, 
Squires S, Bean 
C, Fuller DL, Li 
LC, Martin Ginis 
KA, Sherifali DT, 
Witteman HM

Davis JC, McGavock JM, 
Ndjaboue R, Singer J, Strachan 
SM

Small steps for big changes: 
Implementing an evidence-
based diabetes prevention 
program into diverse urban 
communities

CIHR $493,117.17 $2,958,703 Oct-22 Sep-28

Li LC, Lacaille 
D, Ma J

Woof A, Wilhelm L, Avina-
Zubieta A, Gromala D, Davidson 
E, Hoens A, Jones CA, Shaw C, 
Primeau C, Wang, E, 
Worthington H, English K, 
Proulx L

Facilitating Adoption of Strength 
Training in people with 
Rheumatoid Arthritis (FAST-
RA)

CIHR $20,000.00 $20,000 Nov-24 Oct-25

Liu-Ambrose T, 
Li LC, Bartha C, 
Galea L

J Davis, L Bherer, N D Boa Sorte 
Silva, E Dao, R Falk, CL Hsu, C 
Jacova, S Kolind, J Singer 

EPIC Health: Exercise in 
Perimenopause to Improve 
Cognitive Health

CIHR $100,000.00 $100,000 Apr-24 Mar-25
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Black A, Bosma 
R, Fernandez N, 
Goldwitz D, Kent 
A, King M, 
Leblanc A, 
McCormick R, 
Poitras ME, 
Robinson-Settee 
H, Smithman MA, 
Turcotte S, 
Witteman H

Abou-Setta A, Atherton P, Aubin 
D, Bacon S, Li LC, Tricco A et al

Innovative National Strategies 
for Patient-Oriented Research 
Education / Stratégies 
Nationales Innovantes pour 
l'Éducation en Recherche axée 
sur le Patient (INSPIRE)

CIHR $875,000 $5,250,000 Mar-21 Feb-27

Bourbeau J, 
Anderson DR, 
Batist G, Bell EC, 
Benoit BL,  
Collister D, 
Dasgupta K,  
Fahim C, 
Fergusson DA, 
Filion KB, 
Gahagan JC, 
Goos L, Khan 
NA, King M, Li 
LC, Mitra S, 
Morin SN, Pilote 
L, Reiman T, 
Richer LP, Saleh 
RR, Sapp JL, 
Tomblin Murphy 
GG, Yeh, AE

Lacaille D, Bansback N and 58 
co-investigators

Canadian Consortium of 
Clinical Trial Training 
(CANTRAIN) platform: 
enhancing career preparedness 
in RCT research targeting 
different audiences across the 
continuum

CIHR $3,772,441 $11,317,324 Sep-22 Aug-25
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Guzman, J Cabral D, Feldman B, Li LC, 
Loughin T, Stringer E, Toupin-
April K, Tucker L

Treating children with arthritis 
according to their individual 
probability of outcomes and 
response to treatments - The 
PERSON-JIA Trial

CIHR $91,035 $455,175 Apr-21 Mar-26

Tricco A, Straus 
SE, Clement F, 
Curran J,  
Colquhoun H, 
Gall C, Godfrey 
CM, Gunderson 
JR, 
Isaranuwatchai 
W,  LeBlanc A, 
Moher D, Proctor 
A, Smith LP, 
Smith MM, 
Wilhelm L, Li LC

C Barnabe, I Graham, N Ivers, T 
Klassen, F Legare, C Mitton, S 
Morin, S Scott, K Sibely, E 
Snelgrove-Clarke, J Squires, GF 
Teare plus > 100 investigators

Strategy for Patient-Oriented 
Research Evidence Alliance, 
Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research, Operating Grant: 
SPOR – Guidelines and 
Systematic Reviews

CIHR $1,380,000 $1,380,000 Apr-24 Mar-25

Tucker L Guzman J, Cabral D, Feldman B, 
Li LC, Loughin T, Stringer E, 
Toupin-April K, Tucker L

PERSON-JIA: the Personalized 
Estimates of Response and 
Severity Outcomes in Newly-
diagnosed Juvenile Idiopathic 
Arthritis trial

The Arthritis 
Society

$98,027 $294,080 Apr-21 Mar-26

Ma J UBC School of Kinesiology: 
Implementation of a Clinical 
Exercise Physiologist 
Curriculum Pathway

UBC Small 
Teaching and 
Learning 
Enhancement Fund 
Grant 

$24,935 $49,869 Apr-25 Mar-27
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Ma J Research to Impact 2.0 KxM 
Fellowship

UBC Advancing 
Community 
Engaged Learning 
Fund Grant

$3,000 $3,000 Apr-25 Mar-27

Marshall DA, 
Johnson J

Wozniak L, Ademola I, Smith C Effectiveness of an 
individualized decision aid for 
total knee arthroplasty 
implemented in routine clinical 
practice

EUROQOL $134,946 $269,891 Apr-23 Mar-25

Baumgart D, 
Bercik P, 
Bernstein C, 
Calliou S, D'Silva 
A, Daley K, De 
Nino A, De Souza 
R, Marshall DA, 
Nguyen G, Otley 
A et al

IMAGINE (Inflammation, 
Microbiome, and Alimentation: 
Gastro-Intestinal and 
Neuropsychiatric Effects) 
SPOR Chronic Disease 
Network - Knowledge 
Mobilization & Implementation 
Science Phase 2

CIHR $183,438 $733,750 Apr-22 Mar-26

Marshall DA, 
Baribeau DA, 
Bernier F, 
Stedman I

Langlois L, Anagnostou E, Boycott 
KM, Currie MG, Derfalvi B,  
Dragojlovic N, Fehlings DL, 
Friedman JM, Hartley TS, 
Hayeems RZ, Lehman AM,  Lynd 
LD,  Martens RE,  Potter EK,  
Quan H, Salami BO, Saunders 
NR,  Scherer SW, Wong-Rieger 
D, Wright NA

RAre Disease Administrative 
Data Research (RADAR) Team: 
putting the health system 
impact of rare diseases on the 
radar

CIHR Team Grant $399,560 $1,598,238 Apr-24 Mar-28
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Bryan S, Doupe 
M, Gallant N, 
Lopatina E, 
Manhas K, Jot P, 
McGrail K, 
Noseworthy T, 
Singal D, 
Wasylak T, 
Zelinsky S, 
Marshall  DA

Bielska I, Bruce M, Hamilton C et 
al

Enhancing a Community of 
Practice for the Health System 
Impact Fellowship Program: 
Advancing Capacity for 
Sustainable & Patient-Centred 
Learning Health Systems 
across Canada

CIHR $140,000 $350,000 Jul-22 Dec-24

C Primeau AR Verma, A Samson, G Schultz, 
J Stevenot, E Abreu, T Salway, M 
Kwag, A Hoens, L Li 

Co-Developing Research 
Questions About Chronic Pain 
with 2SLGBTQQIA+ 
Communities through Citizen 
Science

CIHR $20,000 $20,000 Sep-24 Aug-25

C Primeau Verma AR, Kwag M, Samson A, 
Schultz G, Salway T, Abreu E, 
Stevenot J, Hoens A, Li L

Citizen Science: An approach to 
engage the 2SLGBTQIA+ 
public with arthritis and co-
develop research questions for 
pain

Arthritis Health 
Professions 
Association

$10,000 $10,000 Jan-25 Dec-25

J Whittaker A Hoens, H Xie, LC Li, J Davis, A 
Mosewich, M Miciak, E Roos,
Patient Collaborators: T Silvester-
Lee, A Ko

Self-managing knee health in 
young people at high-risk of 
early-onset osteoarthritis: The 
MyKnee randomized controlled 
trial

TAS $150,000 $450,000 Apr-24 Mar-27

J Whittaker J Davis, A Hoens, M Hunt, L Li, J 
Losciale, M Miciak, A Mosewich, 
E Roos, A Sheikh, L Truon, D 
Wilson, H Xie, Collaborator: T 
Silvester-Lee

The Stop Osteoarthritis (SOAR) 
Hybrid Effectiveness-
Implementation Type 1 
Randomized Controlled Trial for 
Young People at-High-Risk of 
Early Onset Knee Osteoarthritis

CIHR $100,000 $100,000 Apr-24 Mar-25
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J Whittaker, L 
Boyd

How does knee osteoarthritis 
alter the sensorimotor cortex

UBC Faculty of 
Medicine, 
Department of 
Physical Therapy 
Research Seed 
Grant 

$20,000 $20,000 Jun-24 May-25

Whittaker J J Davis, A Hoens, M Hunt, L Li, J 
Losciale, M Miciak, A Mosewich, E 
Roos, A Sheikh, L Truong, D 
Wilson, H Xie
Collaborators: M Aljarie, C 
Archibald, A Brooks-Hill, P Chin, S 
Clark, K Kausky, A Ko, L Leveille, 
P Lodhia, T Silvester-Lee, D 
Wade

Preventing symptomatic post-
traumatic osteoarthritis in young 
people at high risk: The Stop 
OsteoARThritis (SOAR) 
Randomized Controlled Trial. 

CIHR Project Grant $167,344 $669,376 Apr-25 Mar-29

Ellis R J Whittaker Community of practice co-
creation of a life-span approach 
to managing ACL injury

Health Research 
Council of New 
Zealand

$24,118 $24,118 Apr-24 Mar-25

D O'Brien J Whittaker, Reid, R Ellis, T 
Wilson-Uluinayau

Exploring the medium to long 
term well-being of people with 
post-traumatic knee 
osteoarthritis following ACL tear 
in Aotearoa (New Zealand)

Arthritis New 
Zealand

$45,630 $45,630 Jul-22 Jun-25
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Abbott J R Wilson, K Coppell, J Kidd, R 
Bell, S Skou, K Smiler, T Stokes, 
Y Pryymachenko, P Nicolson, D 
Gwynne-Jones, A Tangiora, P 
Choong, K Bennell, R Buchbinder, 
D Marshall, M Dowsey, J 
Whittaker

Reducing the burden of 
osteoarthritis in Aotearoa (New 
Zealand). 

Health Research 
Council of New 
Zealand

$809,700 $4,048,500 Jul-23 Jun-27

Crossley K R Hinman, M Dowsey, J Kemp, K 
Henne, C Emery, C Barton, A 
Culvenor, A Smith, B Patterson, A 
Bruder, I Ackerman, P Choong, M 
Moller, J Whittaker 

HERKnee Centre of Research 
Excellence: Preventing Knee 
Injury and Osteoarthritis Burden 
of Women and Girls
$2.5 million AUD

National Health and 
Medical Research 
Council of Australia

$625,000 $2,500,000 Sep-24 Aug-28

Wilson D Whittaker J Biomechanical and Imaging 
Assessments of Hip Micro-
instability

CIHR $100,000 $100,000 Jan-25 Dec-25

Xie, H Knowledge Discovery Using 
Non-random Data Samples

Natural Sciences & 
Engineering 
Research Council 
(NSERC)

$21,000 $105,000 Apr-24 Mar-29

W Zhang M Gignac, G Johnd, D Lacaille, C 
McLeod

Trajectories of work productivity 
loss: Working from home and 
insights during COVID-19

CIHR $70,000 $70,000 Apr-24 Mar-25

Annual Total 
2024-2025

$23,625,945

Funding Agency Title Faculty Start/End Date Annual Amount Total Awarded

SCIENTIST FUNDING - Salary Grants
Peer Review
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BC Lupus Lupus Scholar Award Aviña-Zubieta A 2010 - $50,000 $700,000
CIHR Canada Research Chair in 

Rheumatoid Arthritis and 
Autoimmune Diseases (Tier 2)

Barnabe C Oct 19 - Sep 24 $100,000 $500,000

CIHR Canada Research Chair in Health 
Outcomes & Treatment 
Adherence (Tier 2)

De Vera M Apr 22 - Mar 27 $100,000 $500,000

CIHR Canada Research Chair in 
Systematic Autoimmune 
Rheumatic Diseases  (Tier I) - 
Renewal

Fortin PR Jul 12 - Mar 26 $200,000 $1,950,000

Canada 
Research Chair 
Program

Canada Research Chair in Patient-
Oriented Knowledge Translation

Li L Apr-19 - Mar 24 $100,000 $500,000

UBC Knowledge Exchange and 
Mobilization (KxM) Scholar Award

Ma J Apr 23 - Mar 25 $10,000 $20,000

MSFHR MSFHR Salary Award Whittaker J Jul 20 - Jun 25 $90,000 $450,000

Annual Total 
2024-2025

$650,000

UBC Mary Pack Chair in Rheumatology 
Research 

Lacaille D Sep 11 - 

UofC Arthur J.E. Child Chair in 
Rheumatology Outcomes 
Research

Barnabe C July 22 -

UBC               Harold Robinson-Arthritis Society 
Chair in Rehabilitation Sciences

Li L Jul 16 - 

Endowed Chairs
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SFU Maureen and Milan Illich Chair in 
Statistics and Information 
Sciences for Arthritis and 
Musculoskeletal Disease

Xie H Sep15 -

Dalhousie 
University / Nova 
Scotia Health.

Quigley Family Endowed Chair in 
Rheumatology Research

Legge A Apr 25 - Jun 30 $180,000 $900,000

Universite de 
Sherbrooke

André Lussier Chaire de 
Rhumatologie

Allard-Chamard H TBA

Université de 
Montréal

Université de Montréal Chair in 
Scleroderma Research

Sabrina Hoa TBA

University of 
Calgary  

Svare Chair in Health Economics, 
Value and Impact

Deborah Marshall Oct 24 - Sep 29

TRAINEE SALARY AWARDS
Funding Agency Award Type and/or Research 

Title
Trainee Supervisor Annual 

Amount
Total 
Awarded

MITACS Pharmacist-physiotherapist 
collaborative management for 
early knee osteoarthritis” (PACE-
OA)

Burgar J Jones A $30,000 $30,000

TD Bank TD Bank Financial Group Grant 
for Health Sciences 
Interdisciplinary Research Fund 
Award 

Burgar J Jones A $10,000 $10,000

MITACS Targeted synthetic and biosimilar 
disease modifying antirheumatic 
drugs in pregnancy: Patterns of 
use among females with 
rheumatic diseases and outcomes

Cheng V De Vera M $45,000 $45,000

Start/End Date

Nov 24 - Oct 25

Nov 24 - Oct 25

Jan 24 - Feb 25
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University of 
British Columbia

Andrew Nord Fellowship in 
Rheumatology

Daftarian N Aviña-Zubieta JA $22,000 $88,000

CIHR Doctoral Research Award - 
RetINal Toxicity And 
hydroxyChloroquine Therapy 
(INTACT)

N Daftarian Aviña-Zubieta JA $35,000 $105,000

 (CIHR-IMHA) 
Alberta Health 
Systems Impact 
Fellowship

 (CIHR-IMHA) Alberta Health 
Systems Impact Fellowship - A 
proactive approach to health: 
integrating personalized physical 
activity behaviour change support 
into inflammatory arthritis care

M Ester Barber CEH $77,500 $155,000

Universitiy of 
Calgary, 
Cumming School 
of Medicine 
Graduate 
Scholarship 
Award

Optimizing Precision in Practice: 
Standardizing the use of Treat-to-
Target Measures for Enhanced 
Rheumatoid Arthritis Care Delivery

R Githumbi Barber CEH $20,000 $20,000

Walter Gulka 
Scholarship

Exploring Mesenchymal Stromal 
Cells as a Novel Treatment for 
Systemic Sclerosis-Induced 
Fibrosis

S Joy Colmegna I $14,666 $22,000

UBC Experimental Medicine Entrance 
Award

D Karacabeyli Lacaille D $5,000 $5,000

CIHR Canada 
Graduate 
Scholarship 
Master’s award 

Effectiveness and safety of 
glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor 
agonists in patients with 
inflammatory arthritis and type 2 
diabetes mellitus

D Karacabeyli Lacaille D $27,000 $27,000

Sep 24 - Aug 26

April 25 - Mar 26

April 25 - Mar 26

April 25 - Mar 26

Jan 25 - Jun 26

Jul 22 - Jun 26

Jun 23 - May 26
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UBC Andrew Nord Fellowships in 
Rheumatology Spring Graduate 
Award

D Karacabeyli Lacaille D $8,333 $25,000

UBC University of British Columbia 4-
year Fellowship

Losciale, J Whittaker J $18,200 $72,800

The Arthritis 
Society

PhD Salary Award for The Stop 
OsteoARthitis (SOAR) Proof-of-
Concept Delayed Control 
Randomized Trial: Can We 
Mitigate A Key Risk Factor for 
Osteoarthritis following Sport-
related Knee Trauma?”

Losciale, J Whittaker J $10,500 $31,500

MITACS Comparing the risk of adverse 
events across different classes of 
biologics prescribed for 
inflammatory arthritis

Moolooghy K Lacaille D $45,000 $45,000

University of 
Calgary 
Cumming School 
of Medicine 
Graduate 
Scholarship

 Improving care pathways for 
patients with Giant Cell Arteritis

Ogunleye T Barber CEH $6,000 $12,000

Michael Smith 
Health Research 
BC Research 

Trainee Award - Exploring the 
Lived Experiences of Sexual and 
Gender Minority Populations 
Living with Arthritis: A Patient 
Engagement Centered Approach

Primeau C Li L $49,500 $148,500

Jul 22 - Jun 26

Sep 21 - Aug 25

Apr 23 - Mar 26

Jan 24 - Feb 25

Apr 24 - Mar 26

Apr 25 - Mar 27
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The Arthritis 
Society

Postdoctoral Research Fellowship 
award - Exploring the Lived 
Experiences of Sexual and 
Gender Minority Populations 
Living with Arthritis: A Patient 
Engagement Centered Approach

Primeau C Li L $50,000 $150,000

CIHR Banting 
Post-doctoral 
Fellowship

Leveraging Citizen Science for 
Inclusive Pain Research: 
Maximizing Public Engagement 
for Co-Developing Research 
Questions with Sexual and 
Gender Minority Communities

Primeau C Li L $70,000 $140,000

CIHR Postdoctoral Research fellowship - 
Prouricemic diets, microbial 
composition and functional 
potential, and plasma uric acid

Rai S Choi H $50,000 $150,000

CIHR Doctoral Research Award - 
Optimizing medication and 
vaccination adherence in 
rheumatoid arthritis in the COVID-
19 era: Development of a patient-
centred intervention

Ta V Bartlett S $35,000 $105,000

CIHR Doctoral Research Award - 
Assessing equity considerations in 
the research and care of patients 
with inflammatory arthritis 
(ACCESS)”.

Thomas M De Vera M $35,000 $105,000

Oct 22 - Sep 25

Jun 23 - May 26

Jun 23 - May 26

Oct 23 - Sep 26

May 24 -  Apr 26
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The Arthritis 
Society

PhD Salary Award - Differences in 
health for patients with 
inflammatory arthritis: Are they 
preventable?

Thomas M De Vera M $10,500 $31,500

The Arthritis 
Society

PhD  Salary award - Moving 
towards the personalization of 
treatment choices in rheumatoid 
arthritis: Combining clinical 
modelling strategies to 
personalize risk estimates

Thomas-Purdue J Hazlewood G $17,500 $52,500

CIHR Doctoral Research Award - 
Access to outpatient 
physiotherapy in British Columbia 
following anterior cruciate 
ligament injury

Worthington H Li L $35,000 $105,000

MITACS Addressing Endogeneity in count 
data using a two-stage copula 
generated regressor approach

Zhao K Xie H $30,000 $30,000

Walter Gulka 
Scholarship

Evaluating treatment effect for 
SLE using novel causal inference 
methods

Zhao K Xie H $7,500 $7,500

$764,199Annual Total 2024-2025

Oct 23 - Sep 26

Apr 23 - Mar 25

Oct 21 - Sep 24

Nov 24 - Oct 25

Jan 25 - Jun 25
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Appendix II – Publications & Abstracts, July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 

Names in bold indicate Arthritis Research Canada/Arthrite-recherche Canada 
Scientists, Trainees and Patient Advisory Board Members 

PUBLICATIONS 

1. Abbaticchio A, Theodorlis M, Marshall DA, MacKay C, Borkhoff CM, Hazlewood GS, 
Battistella M, Lofters A, Ahluwalia V, Gagliardi AR. Policies in Canada fail to address 
disparities in access to person-centred osteoarthritis care: A content analysis. BMC 
Health Res, Apr 2024;24(1):522. 

2. Abrahamowicz M, Beauchamp ME, Boulesteix AL, Morris TP, Sauerbrei W, 
Kaufman JS, Stratos Simulation Panel OBOT. Data-Driven Simulations to Assess the 
Impact of Study Imperfections in Time-to-Event Analyses. Am J Epidemiol. 2024 May 
6:kwae058. doi: 10.1093/aje/kwae058. Online ahead of print. 

3. Adams C, Nassar EL, Carrier ME, Kwakkenbos L, Henry RS, Virgili-Gervais G, Hu 
S, Bartlett SJ, Fortuné C, Gietzen A, Gottesman K, Guillot G, Hudson M, Lawrie-
Jones A, Lewis N, Malcarne V, Mayes MD, Patten SB, Richard M, Sauvé M, Varga 
J, Welling J, Wojeck R, Mouthon L, Benedetti A, Thombs BD; SPIN Investigators. 
Changes in work and adequacy of financial resources during COVID-19 among 
people with systemic sclerosis: A Scleroderma Patient-centered Intervention Network 
study. J Scleroderma Relat Disord. 2024 Oct;9(3):242-247. doi: 10.1177/2397
1983241262655. Epub 2024 Aug 5. 

4. Alkan A, Carrier ME, Henry RS, Kwakkenbos L, Bartlett SJ, Gietzen A, Gottesman 
K, Guillot G, Lawrie-Jones A, Hudson M, Hummers LK, Malcarne VL, Mayes MD, 
Mouthon L, Richard M, Wojeck RK, Worron-Sauvé M, Benedetti A, Thombs BD, 
Fortin PR; Scleroderma Patient‐Centered Intervention Network Investigators. 
Minimal Detectable Changes of the Health Assessment Questionnaire-Disability 
Index, Patient-Reported Outcomes Measurement Information System-29 Profile 
Version 2.0 Domains, and Patient Health Questionnaire-8 in People with Systemic 
Sclerosis: A Scleroderma Patient-Centered Intervention Network Cohort Cross-
Sectional Study. Arthritis Care Res (Hoboken). 2024 Nov;76(11):1549-1557. doi: 
10.1002/acr.25397. Epub 2024 Aug 27. 

5. Allard-Chamard H, Hillier K, Ramseier ML, Bertocchi A, Kaneko N, Premo K, Yuen 
G, Karpel M, Mahajan VS, Tsekeri C, Hong JS, Vencic J, Sharda AV, Barmettler S, 
Westermann-Clark E, Walter JE, Ghebremichael M, Shalek AK, Farmer JR, Pillai S. 
Congenital T cell activation impairs transitional to follicular B cell maturation in 
humans. Blood Adv. 2025 Feb 11;9(3):520-532. doi: 10.1182/bloodadvances.
2024013267.  

6. AlShehri Y, Megaloikonomos PD, Neufeld ME, Howard LC, Greidanus NV, Garbuz 
DS, Masri BA. Cementless Total Knee Arthroplasty: A State-of-the-Art Review. JBJS 
Rev. 2024 Jul 5;12(7). doi: 10.2106/JBJS.RVW.24.00064. eCollection 2024 Jul 1. 

7. Andrade LEC, Klotz W, Herold M, Musset L, Damoiseaux J, Infantino M, Carballo 
OG, Choi M, von Mühlen CA, Garcia-De La Torre I, Satoh M, Francescantonio PLC, 
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Mimori T, Conrad K, de Melo Cruvinel W, Chan EKL, Fritzler MJ. Reflecting on a 
decade of the international consensus on ANA patterns (ICAP): Accomplishments 
and challenges from the perspective of the 7th ICAP workshop. Autoimmun Rev. 
2024 Sep;23(9):103608. doi: 10.1016/j.autrev.2024.103608. Epub 2024 Aug 24. 

8. Arnaud L, Ruiz-Irastorza G, Aranow C, Bernatsky S, Dall’Er M, et al. (including Legge 
A & Clarke AE) European Reference Network on Rare and Complex Connective 
tissue and Musculoskeletal Disease; Systemic Lupus Erythematosus Collaborating 
Clinics group; European Lupus Society rare systemic lupus erythematosus taskforce 
member panel. ERN ReCONNET – SLICC – SLEuro consensus on the therapeutic 
management of rare systemic lupus erythematosus manifestations. The Lancet 
Rheumatology. 2025:S2665-9913(25)00063-3. 

9. Aubert A, Liu A, Kao M, Goeres J, Richardson KC, Nierves L, Jung K, Nabai L, Zhao 
H, Orend G, Krawetz R, Lange PF, Younger A, Chan J, Granville DJ. Granzyme B 
cleaves tenascin-C to release its C-terminal domain in rheumatoid arthritis. JCI 
Insight. 2024 Oct 30;9(23):e181935. doi: 10.1172/jci.insight.181935. 

10. Aydemir B, Schieir O, Valois MF, Muhammad LN, Song J, Dunlop D, Chang RW, 
Bartlett SJ, Bessette L, Boire G, Hazlewood G, Hitchon C, Pope J, Thorne C, Tin 
D, Bykerk VP, Lee YC. Association Between Sleep Disturbance and Subsequent 
Pain Interference in Patients with Early Rheumatoid Arthritis. Arthritis Care Res 
(Hoboken). 2025 May 12. doi: 10.1002/acr.25568. Online ahead of print. 

11. Bacher S, Whittaker JL. Prevention is better than a cure: Prevention strategies for 
osteoarthritis. Muskuloskelettale Physiotherapie. 2025 29(1):17-26) doi: 10.1055/a-
2452-1533. 

12. Bakunda L, Crooks R, Johnson N, Osei-Tutu K, Bharwani A, Gye E, Okoro D, Hinz 
H, Nearing S, Peer L, Kassam A, Smyth P, Chu P, Ruzycki S, Joneja M, Rabi D, 
Barnabe C, Roach P. Redefining professionalism to improve health equity in 
competency based medical education (CBME): A qualitative study. MedEdPublish 
(2016). 2024 Oct 18;14:237. doi: 10.12688/mep.20489.1. eCollection 2024. 

13. Barbhaiya M, Zuily S, Amigo MC, Andrade D, Avcin T, Bertolaccini ML, Branch DW, 
Costedoat-Chalumeau N, Crowther M, Ramires de Jesus G, Devreese KMJ, Frances 
C, Garcia D, Gómez-Puerta JA, Guillemin F, Levine SR, Levy RA, Lockshin MD, Ortel 
TL, Petri M, Sanna G, Sciascia S, Seshan SV, Tektonidou MG, Wahl D, Willis R, 
Yelnik C, Hendry A, Naden R, Costenbader K, Erkan D; Fortin PR, ACR/EULAR 
APS Classification Criteria Collaborators. Development of the 2023 ACR/EULAR 
Antiphospholipid Syndrome Classification Criteria, Phase III-D Report: Multicriteria 
Decision Analysis. Arthritis Care Res (Hoboken). 2024 Dec;76(12):1617-1625. doi: 
10.1002/acr.25415. Epub 2024 Sep 30. 

14. Baron M, Nikpour M, Hansen D, Proudman S, Stevens W; Australian Scleroderma 
Interest Group (ASIG) and the Canadian Scleroderma Research Group (CSRG); 
Wang M, Fortin PR. Immunosuppressive Drugs in Early Systemic Sclerosis and 
Prevention of Damage Accrual. Arthritis Care Res (Hoboken). 2025 May;77(5):640-
648. doi: 10.1002/acr.25467. Epub 2025 Feb 2.  
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15. Beckett M, Spaner C, Goubran M, Wade J, Aviña-Zubieta JA, Setiadi A, Tucker L, 
Shojania K, Au S, Mattman A, Lee AYY, Fajgenbaum DC, Chen LYC. CRP and 
sCD25 help distinguish between adult-onset Still's disease and HLH. Eur J Haematol. 
2024 Nov;113(5):576-583. doi: 10.1111/ejh.14267. Epub 2024 Jul 10. 

16. Bernstein C, Panaccione R, Nugent Z, Marshall DA, Kaplan G, Vanner S, Dieleman 
L, Graff L, Otley A, Jones J, Buresi M, Murthy S, Borgaonkar M, Bressler B, Bitton A, 
Croitoru K, Sidani S, Fernandes A, Moayyedi P. Crohn’s disease phenotypes and 
associates with comorbidities, surgery risk, medications and nonmedication 
approaches: The MAGIC in IMAGINE study. Inflamm Bowel Dis. 2025 Jan 
6;31(1):113-122. doi: 10.1093/ibd/izae055.  

17. Berthelot W, Sirois C, Julien AS, Amiable N, Bessette L, Desaulniers P, Audet MC, 
Lagacé S, Fortin PR. The association between polypharmacy and disease control in 
rheumatoid arthritis and systemic lupus erythematosus: a cohort study. Rheumatol 
Int. 2025 Feb 8;45(3):44. doi: 10.1007/s00296-025-05804-8. 

18. Benoit JM, Breznik JA, Wu Y, Kennedy A, Liu LM, Cowbrough B, Baker B, Hagerman 
M, Andary CM, Mushtaha M, Abdalla N, McNicol JD, Gauvreau G, Kim PY, Denburg 
JA, Costa AP, Leong DP, Nazy I, Duong M, Bramson JL, Larché MJ, Verschoor CP, 
Bowdish DME. No evidence of immune exhaustion after repeated SARS-CoV-2 
vaccination in vulnerable and healthy populations. Nat Commun. 2025 Jun 
5;16(1):5219. doi: 10.1038/s41467-025-60216-3. 

19. Biln NK, Bansback N, Shojania K, Puil L, Harrison M. A scoping review of triage 
approaches for the referral of patients with suspected inflammatory arthritis, from 
primary to rheumatology care. Rheumatol Int. 2024 Nov;44(11):2279-2292. doi: 
10.1007/s00296-024-05575-8. Epub 2024 Mar 26. 

20. Bingham CO, Bartlett SJ. Using patient reported outcomes measurement 
information system (PROMIS®) measures in rheumatoid arthritis clinical care, 
research, and trials. Semin Arthritis Rheum. 2025 Feb:70S:152576. doi: 
10.1016/j.semarthrit.2024.152576. Epub 2024 Nov 8. 

21. Bishnoi A, Tang IYK, Yoshida A, Pais FM, Usman SY, Dominguez SA, Kavadichanda 
CG, Rivero-Gallegos D, Dourado E, Conticini E, Bozán F, Tulluru G, Lilleker JB, 
Sreerama Reddy K, Landon-Cardinal O, Smaili R, Keret S, Khoo T, Lan TY, Leclair 
V, Oddis CV, Vencovský J, Kuwana M, Gandiga PC, Aggarwal R. The Myositis 
Clinical Trials Consortium: an international collaborative initiative to promote clinical 
trials in adult and juvenile myositis. Clin Exp Rheumatol. 2025 Feb;43(2):202-210. 
doi: 10.55563/clinexprheumatol/k7665a. Epub 2025 Feb 20.  

22. Blazey P, Scott A, Ardern CL, Davis JC, Whittaker JL, Losciale JM, Khan KM. 
(2024). Consensus methods in patellofemoral pain. How rigorous are they? A 
scoping review. Br J Sports Med. 2024 Jun 20;58(13):733-744. doi: 10.1136/bjsports-
2023-107552. 

23. Brizio M, Mancini M, Lora M, Joy S, Zhu S, Brilland B, Reinhardt DP, Farge D, 
Langlais D, Colmegna I. Cytokine priming enhances the antifibrotic effects of human 
adipose derived mesenchymal stromal cells conditioned medium. Stem Cell Res 
Ther. 2024 Sep 27;15(1):329. doi: 10.1186/s13287-024-03916-9. 
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24. Bruce M, Yogaratnam K, Suryaprasash N, Barker KL, Marshall DA. Key ingredients 
for successful collaboration in health research: perspectives of patient research 
partners. Research Involvement and Engagement, BMC Open Access, June 
2024;10(52):1-8  

25. Budarick AR, Hubley-Kozey CL, Li LC, Theou O, Stanish WD, Moyer RF. Quality of 
Non-Surgical and Non-Pharmacological Knee Osteoarthritis Care in the Maritimes. 
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