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TRAINEES 
 
New Trainees 
 
Nicole Andersen (Supervisor: Deborah Da Costa) is a new PhD student in Counselling 
Psychology at McGill University who will be evaluating a new online program that will help 
people with inflammatory rheumatic diseases deal with sleep problems. 
 
Faye Cooles (Supervisor: John Esdaile) is a rheumatologist from the UK doing a 
postdoctoral fellowship at UBC.  Her project, entitled “Effect of Immunosuppression 
following solid organ transplant in autoimmune rheumatic diseases”, will review the 
collective experience of people with autoimmune rheumatic diseases who received an 
organ transplant at UBC to see how the medications to prevent rejection affected the 
control of their disease. 
 
Dani Contreras (Supervisor: Cheryl Barnabe) is a new Master’s student in Community 
Health Sciences at the University of Calgary, with a specialization in Health Services 
Research. Her thesis research will assess the use of emergency department services by 
people with inflammatory arthritis.  
 
Narsis Daftarian (Supervisor: Antonio Aviña-Zubieta) is an ophthalmologist and retina 
specialist trained at the University of Tehran pursuing Doctoral studies in Experimental 
Medicine at UBC. Her thesis project “RetInal Toxicity And HydroxyChloroquine Therapy 
(INTACT) - A Prospective Population-based Cohort Study” will determine accurately how 
often this very rare side-effect that can affect vision occurs with the use of 
hydroxychloroquine, a very beneficial medication commonly used for lupus and 
rheumatoid arthritis.  
 
Mohammed Mujaab Kamso (Supervisor: Glen Hazlewood, Co-supervisor Dr Rob 
Deardon) is a new PhD student in Community Health Sciences.at the University of 
Calgary.  His research project, entitled “An automated process for Bayesian living network 
meta-analysis and evaluation of the certainty of evidence using the GRADE framework: 
an application to rheumatoid arthritis treatment recommendation” will lay the foundational 
work for guidelines to get updated on an ongoing basis as new evidence emerges, making 
them “live guidelines”. 
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Juliana Mollins (Supervisor: Linda Li) is a physiotherapist pursuing PhD studies in 
Rehabilitation Sciences at UBC.  Her research interests combine her experience in both 
academic and clinical practice to address the needs of the ageing population, particularly 
as it relates to their mobility, activity, and musculoskeletal health. 
 
Kasra Moolooghy (Supervisor: Diane Lacaille) is a medical doctor trained in Iran 
pursuing a Master’s in Experimental Medicine.  Kasra will be comparing “the risk of 
adverse events, such as infections, malignancies, and mortality, associated with different 
classes of biologic agents used in the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis”. 
 
Maureen O’Brien (Supervisor: Cheryl Barnabe, Co-supervisor Dr. Ranita Manocha) is 
a student at the Cummings School of Medicine doing a Masters in Joint Injury and Arthritis 
Research. Her thesis research will evaluate an app ICanWALK© that helps Canadians 
learn how to use walking aids properly (https://icanwalk.info). 
 
Daniel Onwuka (Supervisor: Mollie Carruthers) is an undergraduate co-op student 
working on a rare disease that can cause widespread inflammation in many organs. His 
research project entitled “Mass Spectrometry Analysis in IgG4-related disease” aims to 
help diagnosing this disease earlier. 
 
Sharan Rai will begin a postdoctoral fellowship at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public 
Health with Co-Supervisors Dr. Qi Sun, Dr. Kyu Ha Lee, and Dr. Hyon Choi.  Her 
research will “leverage metabolomics and microbiome data to further our understanding 
of how diet is related to risk of gout”. She has received a three-year Canadian Institutes 
of Health Research fellowship to complete her training.  
 
Fatima Shah (Supervisor: Cheryl Barnabe) is a new Master’s student in Community 
Health Sciences, Health Services Research specialization, at the University of Calgary.  
Fatima’s research aims to understand the root causes of hospitalizations that could be 
avoided in patients with inflammatory arthritis, and will investigate not only the biomedical 
factors but also the socioeconomic factors that contribute to hospitalizations.  
 
Jocelyn Thomas (Supervisor: Glen Hazlewood) is a new Master’s student in the 
Cummings School of Medicine at the University of Calgary. Her research project is 
entitled “Moving towards the personalization of treatment choices in rheumatoid arthritis”. 
 
John Yan (Supervisor: Jackie Whittaker) is a new Master’s student in Rehabilitation 
Sciences at UBC.  John will be investigating “the neurophysiology of the quadriceps 
muscles in young persons at increased risk of osteoarthritis after a sports injury”. 
 
Kai Zhao (Supervisor: Hui Xie) successfully completed his MSc at Simon Fraser 
University and commenced his PhD in September continuing under the supervision of Dr. 
Xie. For his PhD Kai will be developing novel statistical methods to analyse population-
based administrative data to improve health outcomes for arthritis patients. 
 
 

https://icanwalk.info/
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Trainees who completed their degrees 
 
Jesse Charlton (Supervisor: Michael Hunt; Co-Supervisors: Linda Li, and Janice Eng) 
successfully defended his PhD thesis on June 9th.  His topic was “Technology-enabled 
gait monitoring and modification in real-world settings for the management of knee 
osteoarthritis”. 
 
Sarah Cooper (Supervisor: Deborah Marshall) successfully defended her MSc thesis 
on July 28th. Her topic was “Evaluating key performance indicators in juvenile idiopathic 
arthritis to improve quality of care”. 
 
Luiza Grazziotin (Supervisor: Deborah Marshall) successfully defended her PhD thesis 
on January 11, 2022. Her topic was “Overcoming methodologic challenges in economic 
assessments of personalized treatment in children with juvenile idiopathic arthritis”. 
 
Alexandra Legge (Supervisor: Diane Lacaille completed a Postdoctoral Fellowship in 
July. Her research project was “Using administrative data to construct and validate a 
frailty index as a measure of susceptibility to adverse outcomes among patients with 
rheumatoid arthritis.” 
 
Elena Lopatina (Supervisors: Deborah Marshall and Claire Barber) successfully 
defended her PhD thesis in November 2021. Elena's thesis examined the impacts of a 
nurse-led clinic model for stable patients with RA. She has already started post-doctoral 
training with Dr. Marshall on a project entitled “Developing a sustainable and evidence-
based integrated model of care for chronic pain management in Alberta.” 
 
Laurence Mainville (Supervisor: Paul Fortin) successfully obtained her Master’s in 
October 2021. Her thesis research was a “Retrospective cohort study comparing disease 
severity in psoriasis treated with biotherapy under a public or private drug insurance plan”. 
 
Alix St Aubin (Supervisor: Paul Fortin) successfully completed her Masters of Clinical 
and Biomedical Sciences at the Université Laval. Her thesis research tested a 12-week 
home-based exercise program specifically designed for people with rheumatoid arthritis 
compared to exercise performed under supervision at a physiotherapy clinic.      
 
Summer Students 
 
Davin Hu (Supervisor: Jasmin Ma) completed a summer studentship through the UBC 
School of Kinesiology and Arthritis Research Canada Vancouver.  His project title was 
“Development of an evidence-informed knowledge translation tool to facilitate strength 
training prescription delivery for people with rheumatoid arthritis”. 
 
Athena Huyhn (Supervisors: Diane Lacaille and Sue Mills) is a UBC Medical student 
who completed a Flex Research at Arthritis Research Canada to help with the knowledge 
translation of their research on “self-management support for people with arthritis from 
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populations at risk of health inequities, including the creation of an online resource 
inventory”. 
 
Inara Mawji (Supervisors: Diane Lacaille and Sue Mills) completed a Canadian 
Rheumatology Association summer studentship at Arthritis Research Canada 
Vancouver. Her project was on “user testing of a resource inventory to support people 
from communities at risk of health inequities in the self-management of arthritis and other 
chronic conditions”. 
 
Emilie McGuire (Supervisor: Diane Lacaille) is a UBC undergraduate student in 
Psychology who completed a summer studentship at Arthritis Research Canada 
Vancouver looking at “what influences depression in people living with rheumatoid 
arthritis”. 
 
Roland Sanares (Supervisor: Jasmin Ma) completed a summer studentship at Arthritis 
Research Canada Vancouver.  His project title was “Development and evaluation of brief, 
video summaries as training tools to improve knowledge and skills in knowledge 
translation”. 
 

Trainee Salary Awards  
 
Narsis Daftarian (Supervisor: Antonio Aviña-Zubieta) has been awarded the 
prestigious Andrew Nord Fellowship in Rheumatology from the University of British 
Columbia.  This is a four-year $88,000 award.  The award is funded by the Estate of 
Andrew Nord with the goal to fund arthritis research that will "prevent the disease from its 
devastating onslaught, find better ways to live with the disease, and to find the cause, 
leading to a cure". 
 
Rashed Hoque and Kai Zhao (Supervisor: Hui Xie) both received Arthritis Research 
Canada/Lilly Rheumatology Research Trainee Scholarships for giving an oral 
presentation of their research at the annual EULAR Congress in Copenhagen. 
 
Xiaoxiao Liu (Supervisor: Deborah Marshall) has been awarded a $155,000, three-year  
Canadian Institutes of Health Research Health System Impact Postdoctoral Fellowship 
Salary Award for her project “Identifying service gaps between primary and specialty care 
for patients with rheumatoid arthritis - improving access to care”. 
 
Justin Losciale (Supervisor: Jackie Whittaker) received two awards to support his PhD 
thesis research evaluating the SOAR program to prevent osteoarthritis after a sports-
related knee injury: a University of British Columbia 4-year fellowship valued at $96,800,  
and a $31,500, three-year PhD Salary Award from The Arthritis Society.   
 
Justin Losciale has also received the University of British Columbia President’s 
Academic Excellence Award ($1,167) which “Recognizes a significant contribution of a 
PhD students to the research activities of the University of British Columbia”. 
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Darren Mazzei (Supervisor: Deborah Marshall) was awarded a one-year $35,000 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research Health Impact Fellowship for his project 
“Developing a business case for equitable access to first-line OA therapies in Alberta”.  
 
Natalie McCormick (Supervisor: Hyon Choi) was awarded a EULAR travel bursary for 
giving an oral presentation of her research at the annual EULAR Congress in 
Copenhagen (See EULAR abstract #13 below).  
 
Anh Pham (Supervisor: Allyson Jones) was awarded a two-year $120,000 MITACS  
Accelerate Postdoctoral Fellowship.  Her project title is “Data linkage and Artificial 
Intelligence approaches to improving rheumatoid arthritis data quality and case detection 
using health administrative data and primary care data in Alberta, Canada”. 
 
Sharan Rai (Co-Supervisors Dr. Qi Sun, Dr. Kyu Ha Lee, and Dr. Hyon Choi) has 
received a three-year $150,000 Canadian Institutes of Health Research fellowship to 
complete her Post-Doctoral training.  Her research will “leverage metabolomics and 
microbiome data to further our understanding of how diet is related to risk of gout”.  
 
Megan Thomas (Supervisors: Mary De Vera & Mark Harrison) has been awarded a 
$31,500, three-year PhD Salary Award from The Arthritis Society for her project 
“Differences in health for patients with inflammatory arthritis: Are they preventable?” 
 
Honours 
 
Daniel Onwuka (Supervisor: Mollie Carruthers) received an award for the Best Abstract 
by an Undergraduate Student presented at the Canadian Rheumatology Association 
Meeting in February.  
 
Vivian Ta (Supervisor: Susan Bartlett) received an award for the Best Arthritis Health 
Professions Association Trainee Abstract presented at the Canadian Rheumatology 
Association Meeting in February.  
 
 
FACULTY 
 
Scientific Awards 
 
Michal Abrahamowicz is the Principal Investigator on a three-year $481,950 Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research grant titled “New statistical methods for population-based 
studies of time-varying drug exposures: Development, validation, and real-world analyses 
of drug safety and effectiveness”.  Diane Lacaille and Antonio Aviña-Zubieta are 
among the Co-Investigators on the project. 
 
Antonio Aviña-Zubieta is a Co-Investigator on a two-year €50,820 grant from the 
Spanish Minister of Science and Innovation entitled “Disease Burden of Inflammatory 
Rheumatic Diseases in Cataluña”.  The Principal Investigator is Dr. Jose Gomez-Puerta 
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and Co-Investigators include Raimon Sanmarti, Maria Grau Magaña, Cristina Carbonell 
Abella, and Daniel Martinez. This international collaboration arose from his sabbatical in 
Spain. 
 
Nick Bansback is a Co-investigator on a four-year $3,700,000 project funded by Versus 
Arthritis (UK) titled “Transforming outpatient consultations by integrating regular symptom 
tracking into clinical care: the Remote Monitoring of Rheumatoid Arthritis (REMORA2) 
study”. Principal Investigators are Sabine van der Veer and William Dixon from the 
University of Manchester, UK. This international collaboration arose from his sabbatical 
in the UK.  
 
Cheryl Barnabe is the Principal Investigator on a one-year $100,000 Canadian Institutes 
of Health Research grant titled “Acute care use by patients with Inflammatory Arthritis 
conditions: Health system impact and solutions for ensuring appropriate ambulatory care 
access”. Claire Barber is a Co-Investigator on the project. 
 
Megan Barber is the nominated Principal Investigator on a $100,000, two-year MSI 
Foundation (Alberta) grant titled “Exploring how Alberta’s lupus patients living with 
antiphospholipid antibodies access health information, communicate with physicians and 
experience their disease: a mixed methods approach”. Ann Clarke and Leslie Skeith are 
Co-Principal Investigators. Co-Investigators are Susan Elliott, Francesca Cardwell and 
Christine Sperling is a Patient Partner.  
 
Susan Bartlett and Marie Hudson are Co-Investigators on a one-year $174,374 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research Grant titled “Mental health in people at risk from 
COVID-19 due to a pre-existing medical condition: Longitudinal study of risk factors, 
outcomes, and the role of vaccination”.  Principal Investigators are Andrea Benedetti and 
Brett Thombs.  
 
Susan Bartlett and Michal Abrahamowicz are Co-Investigators on a four-year $184,556 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research Grant titled “Evaluating the effectiveness of Smart 
About Meds (SAM), a mobile app to improve medication management following hospital 
discharge”.  The Principal Investigators are Robyn Tamblyn and Lora Totino. 
 
Susan Benseler is a Co-Principal Investigator with Elie Haddad and Rae Yeung on a 
two-year $459,000 Canadian Institutes of Health Research Health grant tilted “Precision 
Decisions in MIS-C: Towards improving outcomes in children with COVID-19”.  
 
Susan Benseler is a Co-Principal Investigator with Elie Haddad and Rae Yeung on a 
two-year $499,000 Canadian Institutes of Health Research Health grant tilted “Post 
COVID hyperinflammation: A syndrome beyond the name”.  
 
Susan Benseler is a Co-Investigator on a four-year $500,000 Canadian Institutes of 
Health Research Health Training Platform Grant in Human Development, Child and Youth 
Health titled “Empowering Next-generation Researchers in perinatal and Child Health 
(ENRICH)”.  
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Susanne Benseler is a Site Principal Investigator for a $238,859 (Alberta Children’s 
Hospital site budget) two-year, open-label, single arm, multicenter study to evaluate 
“Efficacy, safety and tolerability, pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics, of 
emapalumab in children and adults with macrophage activation syndrome (MAS) in 
juvenile and adult-onset Still’s disease and Systemic lupus erythematous”.  The study is 
funded by Swedish Orphan Biovitrum (SOBI) AG.  Other Site PI’s are P Miettunen and M 
Esser. 
 
May Choi was awarded a one year $20,000 University of Calgary McCaig Seed Grant 
for a project entitled “Sporadic Inclusion Body Myositis Proteomics to Identify Novel 
Biomarkers (SPIN)”. Antoine Dufour at the University of Calgary is co-PI on this grant. 
 
May Choi is the Principal Investigator on a two-year $183,600 Canadian Institutes of 
Health Research grant entitled “SLE-CALCULATOR: Systemic Lupus Erythematosus 
CArdiovascuLar Disease Event Risk PrediCtion Using Machine LeArning Techniques and 
NOvel ThRombotic Autoantibodies”.  Ann Clarke, Karen Costenbader, Susan Elliott and 
Leslie Skeith are Co-Investigators.  
 
Inés Colmegna and Paul Fortin are Co-Principal Investigators along with Gaston De 
Serres on a one-year $995,312 Canadian Institutes of Health Research Grant titled 
“COvid-19 Vaccines Booster in Immunocompromised Rheumatic Diseases (COVBIRD)”.  
Co-Investigators include Renée Bazin, Sasha Bernatsky, Marie Hudson, Daniel 
Kaufmann and others.   
 
Inés Colmegna is the Principal Investigator on a two-year $100,000 Ignite Innovation 
Grant from The Arthritis Society entitled “Circulating extracellular vesicles in rheumatoid 
arthritis: Novel biomarkers of methotrexate treatment response”.  
 
Inés Colmegna, Cecillia Costiniuk, and Sandra Pelaez are Co-Principal Investigators on 
a one-year $149,500 Canadian Institutes of Health Research Grant entitled “COVID-19 
Vaccine confidence among at-risk and under-vaccinated groups within HIV and rheumatic 
diseases (CONFIDENCE)”.  Co-Investigators include Jean Legare, Lisa Merry and 
Luciana Ruppenthal.  
 
Deborah Da Costa is a Co-Investigator on a four-year $220,304 Canadian Institutes of 
Health Research Project Grant entitled “Multifaceted intervention using telehealth to 
reduce the risk of falls and fractures in older men (MisterFit study): A pilot study”. Principal 
Investigators are Lora Marie Giangregorio and Suzanne Morin. 
 
Glen Hazlewood is a Co-Principal Investigator with Peter Tugwell and George Wells on 
a four-year $185,114 Canadian Institutes of Health Research Grant titled “Living 
systematic reviews of pharmacological treatments for Rheumatoid Arthritis”. Co-
investigators on the project include Nick Bansback, Claire Barber, Jesse Elliott, 
Mohammed Kamso, Shannon Kelly and Lara Maxwell.  
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Glen Hazlewood is Co-PI with George Wells on a four-year, $420,752 Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research grant titled “Personalizing the choice of therapy in 
rheumatoid arthritis”. Co-Investigators include Nick Bansback, Claire Barber, and 
Cheryl Barnabe.  
 
Marie Hudson is a Co-Investigator on a five-year $324,360 Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research Grant titled “Characterization of a novel anti-fibrotic peptide for the treatment 
of scleroderma”. Principal Investigators are Andrew Leask and Annie Philip.  
 
Jacek Kopec is a Co-Investigator on a four-year, $761,176 Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research grant titled “Novel methods for equitable people-centred health measurement”. 
Richard Sawatzky is Co-PI with several other investigators.  
 
Linda Li is a Co-Principal Investigator with Teresa Liu-Ambrose on a one-year $20,000 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research Grant titled “Mobilizing digital health to promote 
a balanced 24 hour activity profile in older adults with arthritis and early state frailty’. Co-
Investigators include Lynne Feehan, Diane Gromala, Gillian Hawker, Alison Hoens, 
Jackie Whittaker, Ellen Wang, Hui Xie and others.  
 
Linda Li and Teresa Liu-Ambrose are also Co-Principal Investigators along with Caterina 
Rosano on a one-year $10,000 Canadian Institutes of Health Research grant titled 
“International Research Symposium on Muscle-Brain Crosstalk to Promote Healthy 
Aging”.  Co-Investigators are C. Bartha and K Campbell.  
 
Linda Li is a Co-Principal Investigator along with Ahmed Abou Setta, Andrea Tricco and 
others on a $2,630,000 award from the Canadian Institutes of Health Research Grant for 
one additional year of funding (2022-23) of the “SPOR Evidence Alliance”.  Co-
Investigators include Cheryl Barnabe, Jenny Leese, and Alison Hoens.  Annette 
McKinnon and Shanon McQuitty of APAB are patient partners.  
 
Linda Li (Principal Investigator) with Co-Principal Investigator Diane Lacaille, and Co-
Investigators Eileen Davidson, Alison Hoens and Michael Coutts, on behalf of the 
OPERAS team were the recipient of the one-year, $50,000 inaugural Olga Munari Arthritis 
Ideator Award from The Arthritis Society for “the OPERAS project”, an app which allows 
people with rheumatoid arthritis to track their symptoms and their physical activity.  This 
award will facilitate bringing the product to market.  To find out more about OPERAS, go 
to https://www. arthritisresearch.ca/research/operas-health-tracking/ 
 
Linda Li is Co-PI with Teresa Liu-Ambrose on a four-year, $516,376 Canadian Institutes 
of Health Research grant titled “Moving more: Supporting uptake of evidence for physical 
activity in older adults with complex health care needs”.  Co-Investigators include Lynne 
Feehan, Alison Hoens, Jasmin Ma, Hui Xie and Jenny Leese. 
 

Linda Li is a co-investigator on a large Canadian Institutes of Health Research initiative 
led by Principal Investigators Annie LeBlanc, Agnes Black, Rachael Bosma, Daniel 

https://www.arthritisresearch.ca/research/operas-health-tracking/
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Goldowitz, and others who received $5,250,000 over 6 years to create INSPIRE, 
Innovative National Strategies for Patient-Oriented Research Education. INSPIRE aims 
to support meaningful and sustainable capacity development in the broader Canadian 
patient-oriented research community by enabling and supporting the capacity 
development and career paths of stakeholders and community members in an innovative, 
systematic and personalized manner. 
 
Deborah Marshall is a Co-Principal Investigator on a four-year $733,750 Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research SPOR Networks – Knowledge Mobilization and 
Implementation Science Grant titled “IMAGINE (Inflammation, Microbiome, and 
Alimentation: Gastro-Intestinal and Neuropsychiatric Effects) SPOR Chronic Disease 
Network - Knowledge Mobilization & Implementation Science Phase 2”. 
 
Deborah Marshall and Susanne Benseler are Co-Principal Investigators on a three-
year €1,314,403 (D Marshall portion is $300,000 CDN) Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research European Joint Program for Rare Diseases (EJPRD) grant titled “Producing an 
Arthritis Value-framework with economic Evidence-paving (PAVE) the way for rare 
childhood diseases”.   
 
Deborah Marshall, Catherine Backman, Claire Barber, Cheryl Koehn and Sheila Kerr 
are Co-Investigators on a two-year, $200,000 Strategic Operating Grant from The Arthritis 
Society titled “Moving towards equity in hip and knee replacement rehabilitation: A 
feasibility study to test implementation of online quality indicator toolkits”.  The Principal 
Investigator is Marie Westby.  
 
Deborah Marshall and Glen Hazlewood are Co-Investigators on a two-year, $200,000 
Strategic Operating Grant from The Arthritis Society titled “Co-generating strategies to 
support equitable person-centred early diagnosis and management of osteoarthritis”. 
Anna Gagliardi is the Principal Investigator.  
 
Laetitia Michou was awarded an international grant from the French Rheumatology 
association of 20,000 euros for 2 years (~27,000 CAD). The project is on “the study of 
SUPT20H in the pathogenesis of rheumatoid arthritis”. They will perform in vitro 
experiments on cell lines from human and mouse to better understand the role of this 
protein on macrophages and osteoclasts function in the context of rheumatoid arthritis. 
 
Laëtitia Michou has been awarded $12,000 for a six-month pilot project funded by the 
endocrinology-nephrology axis of her research center at Université Laval for her project 
entitled “the impact of a rare variant of the Wnt1 gene in three types of bone cells”. 
 
Jackie Whittaker is the Principal Investigator on a $25,000, one-year University of British 
Columbia Health Innovation Funding Initiative grant titled “Old muscles in young people”. 
Justin Losciale, Cameron Mitchell, Micheal Koehle, Fabio Rossi, Allyson Schweitze and, 
Marine Theret are Collaborators on the project. 
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Jackie Whittaker is a Co-Investigator on a five-year $4,999,268 (NZD) Health Research 
Council of New Zealand grant titled “Reducing the burden of osteoarthritis in Aotearoa 
(New Zealand)”. The Principal Investigator is J Abbott, and other Co-Investigators include 
David Gwynne-Jones, Angie Tangiora, Deborah Marshall and others.  
 
Jackie Whittaker is a Co-Investigator on a one-year $56,350 (NZD) Arthritis New 
Zealand operating grant titled “Exploring the medium to long term well-being of people 
with post-traumatic knee osteoarthritis following ACL tear in Aotearoa (New Zealand)”. 
The Principal Investigator is Daniel O’Brien and other Co-Investigators include Duncan 
Reid, Richard Ellis, and Tom Wilson Uluinayau. 
 
Jackie Whittaker and Karin Kausky are Co-Principal Investigators on a one-year $15,000 
expression of interest award titled “Navigating the maze: Supporting family physicians in 
rapid, accurate diagnosis, management, and referral of acute knee trauma”.  The funding 
agency is SharedCare, a committee of the Government of British Columbia and Doctors 
of BC which provides funds for infrastructure that is essential to conduct research.  
Collaborators include Liz Willsey, Nick Graham, Ray Chaboyer, Alison Hoens and Karim 
Khan. 
 
Jackie Whittaker received a two-year $125,000 Canadian Foundation for Infrastructure, 
John R. Evans Leaders Fund Award as well as an additional two-year  $125,000 BC 
Knowledge and Innovation Fund Award.  These awards provide funds for infrastructure 
such as state-of-the-art equipment, buildings, laboratories and databases that are 
essential to conduct research. 
 
Honours and Appointments 
 
Neda Amiri was appointed as a new Clinical Investigator at Arthritis Research Canada 
in March 2022. 
 
Antonio Aviña-Zubieta was appointed as the new Head of the UBC Division of 
Rheumatology in January 2022. During the period of his sabbatical from January to July 
2022, Diane Lacaille assumed the role of interim Head.   
 
Catherine Backman was awarded the Association of Rheumatology Professionals 
(ARP) Lifetime Achievement Award at the American College of Rheumatology (ACR) 
Convergence 2021 scientific meeting in November. The ARP is the inter-professional 
division of the ACR. The Lifetime Achievement Award is the highest honour, awarded to 
ARP member whose outstanding career has had a sustained and lasting contribution to 
the field of rheumatology and for rheumatology professionals. 
Claire Barber was appointed as the Scientific Director of the Alberta Bone and Joint 
Strategic Clinical Network. This is Alberta Health Services’ primary vehicle to promote 
bone and joint health by transforming how Musculoskeletal Care is delivered so that the 
highest quality care is delivered, and access is provided at the right time, by the right 
provider. 
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Claire Barber was promoted to the rank of Associate Professor, at the Cumming School 
of Medicine, University of Calgary. This represents a hugely important milestone in the 
career progression of academic faculty. Very rigorous criteria must be met and this 
promotion is necessary for tenure at the University.   
 
Cheryl Barnabe was appointed as the new holder of the Arthur J.E. Child Foundation 
Chair at the Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary. This chair is reserved 
for leaders of world-class, impactful, translational research programs on rheumatic 
diseases. 
 
Susan Bartlett was awarded the Carolyn Thomas Award by the CRA/AHPA which is 
presented in honour of Carolyn Thomas, a founding member of AHPA who supported 
research. It is given to the first author of the year’s best scientific abstract.  
 
Susanne Benseler was awarded the Distinguished Achievement Award at the 14th 
Annual Celebration of Excellence, Cumming School of Medicine at the University of 
Calgary. 
 
Mollie Carruthers was awarded the UBC Science Co-op Supervisor Recognition award.  
The award recognizes outstanding mentorship and coaching provided to the Co-op 
student by their supervisor.  Dr. Carruthers was nominated by her co-op student, Daniel 
Onwuka. 
 
Mary De Vera was appointed as Associate Director of Training for Arthritis Research 
Canada on July 1, 2022. This position was created to strengthen the ability of Arthritis 
Research Canada to support graduate students and postdoctoral fellows across all sites 
and create a community of arthritis research trainees. 
 
Mary De Vera has been appointed Associate Dean of Postdoctoral Studies in the Faculty 
of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies at UBC. This role provides leadership in decision-
making and support for postdoctoral fellows at UBC. It is a 3-year term. 
 
Mary De Vera was awarded the UBC 2021 Killam Award for Excellence in Mentoring in 
the mid-career category.  This award recognizes the outstanding ability to foster the 
intellectual, professional, and personal development of graduate students, as well as 
activities that go beyond excellent research supervision, including personal development 
and service to the scholarly community.  Of the many outstanding nominations received 
this year, Dr. De Vera was unanimously ranked first by the adjudication committee 
members. 
Raheem Kherani was appointed in June as a new Clinical Investigator at Arthritis 
Research Canada.  
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Diane Lacaille was presented with the 2022 Graydon Meneilly Award for Excellence 
in Mentoring by the Department of Medicine, University of British Columbia. The award 
recognizes her exemplary leadership as a mentor as well as her fostering excellence in 
others and advancing the equity agenda of the Department of Medicine. 
 
Linda Li was awarded the Distinguished Achievement Award for Clinical or Applied 
Research (2022) by the Faculty of Medicine, University of British Columbia. The award 
recognizes faculty members who exemplify exceptional contributions in the areas of 
education, research and/or service, and who are dedicated to advancing both the 
Faculty’s values and vision of transforming health for everyone. 
 
Deborah Marshall has been appointed as the new Scientific Director, Research 
Partnerships, Evaluation and Impact for the Alberta Children's Hospital Research 
Institute.  
 
Jackie Whittaker was promoted to Associate Professor in the UBC Department of 
Physical Therapy with tenure.  This represents a hugely important milestone in the career 
progression of academic faculty. Very rigorous criteria must be met and this promotion is 
necessary for tenure at the University. 
 
 
Signed: 

 
_______________________________________________ 
Diane Lacaille, MD, MHSc, FRCPC 
Mary Pack Chair in Rheumatology Research, 
Scientific Director, Arthritis Research Canada/Arthrite-recherche Canada 
Professor of Medicine, University of British Columbia 
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Appendix I
FUNDING FROM JULY 1, 2021 TO JUNE 30, 2022

SCIENTIST FUNDING - Operating Grants
PI(s) Co-I(s) Title Funding Agency Annual 

Amount
Total Awarded Start Date End Date

Abrahamowicz 
M

Bernatsky S, Blais L, Brophy J, 
Buckeridge D, Bérard A, Capek R, 
De Vera M, Dixon W, Durand M, 
Fortin P, Klein M, Lacaille D, 
Moodie E, Moura C, Pilote L

New statistical methods for 
cohort studies of adverse 
effects of medications

CIHR $143,077 $715,383 Jul-16 Jun-21

Abrahamowicz 
M

JA Aviña-Zubieta, S Bernatsky, A 
Bérard, W Dixon, M. Durand, L 
Eder, S Ferreira Guerra, D 
Lacaille, S Perreault, L Pilote, R 
Sapir-Pichhadze, R Tamblyn, J 
Widdifield, G Yi

New statistical methods for 
population-based studies of 
time-varying drug exposures: 
Development, validation, and 
real-world analyses of drug 
safety and effectiveness

CIHR $160,650 $481,950 Apr-22 Mar-25

Tamblyn R, 
Totino L

Abrahamowicz A, Bartlett S, 
Buckeridge D, Lee T, McDonald 
E, Motusky A, Pupo R, Thavon K, 
Weir D

Evaluating the effectiveness of 
Smart About Meds (SAM), a 
mobile app to improve 
medication management 
following hospital discharge

CIHR $46,139 $184,556 Apr-22 Mar-26

Anis A Support for People and Patient-
Oriented Research and Trials 
(SUPPORT) - CHEOS

CIHR/SPOR 
Support Units/BC 
SUPPORT

$329,384 $1,646,920 Nov-16 Oct-21

AIHS - Alberta Innovates Health Solutions; CAN – Canadian Arthritis Network; CIORA – Canadian Initiative for Outcomes in Rheumatoid Arthritis; CIHR – Canadian Institutes of Health Research; CRA - Canadian 
Rheumatology Association; CHHM – Centre for Hip Health and Mobility; HSFC – Heart and Stroke Foundation of Canada; EULAR – European League Against Rheumatism; MSFHR – Michael Smith Foundation for Health 
Research; NCI – National Cancer Institute; NIH – National Institutes of Health; NCE – Networks of Centres of Excellence;  TAS - The Arthritis Society;; UBC – University of British Columbia; SPARTAN - Spondyloarthritis 
research and treatment network ; SRCC - Spondyloarthritis Research Consortium of Canada 
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Avina-Zubieta A H Choi, M Dawes, M Etminan, D 
Lacaille, LC Li, D Maberley, K 
Shojania, H Xie

Risk of Retinal Toxicity in 
Patients with Systemic Lupus 
Erythematosus and 
Rheumatoid Arthritis on Long-
term Hydroxychloroquine 
Therapy

CIHR $141,525 $707,625 Mar-19 Feb-24

Avina-Zubieta A D Lacaille, H Xie, J Kopec, J 
Loree

Risk and outcome of COVID-19 
in patients exposed to 
immunosuppressive and 
immunomodulatory agents (IIA) 
in British Columbia. A 
population-based study - 
Partner Engagement Activities

BC SUPPORT Unit 
COVID-19 Partner 
Engagement 
Funding

$6,750 $6,750 Apr-20 Mar-21

Gomez-Puerta J R Sanmarti, M G Magaña, JA 
Avina-Zubieta,  C Carbonell 
Abella, D Martinez

Disease Burden of 
Inflammatory Rheumatic 
Diseases in Cataluña

Spanish Minister of 
Science and 
Innovation

$33,268 $66,535 Apr-22 Mar-24

Etminan M, 
Avina-Zubieta 
JA

D Lacaille, H Tremlett, L 
Targownik, RA Marrie, GG 
Kaplan, JN Pena-Sanchez, H Xie

Tumor necrosis factor inhibitors 
(TNFi) and Risk of Multiple 
Sclerosis

CIHR $62,333.33 $187,000 Sep-19 Aug-22

Bernatsky S, 
Smargiassi A

M Abrahamowicz, J Avina-
Zubieta, P Awadalla, H Chen, T 
Dummer, M Goldberg, S Jean, M 
Johnson, D Levy, J Spinelli, S 
Weichenthal, J Widdifield

Air pollution and systemic 
autoimmune rheumatic 
diseases

CIHR $128,775 $772,650 Oct-18 Sep-24
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Touma Y Shaw W, Ho M, Avina-Zubieta 
JA, Bingham K, Rozenbojm N, 
Bernatsky S, Pineau C, Vinet E, 
Fortin P, Masto M, Legault K, 
Peschken C, Keeling S, Stieman 
A, Silverman E, Reynolds J, 
Haaland D, Pope J, Beel M, Ivory 
C, Lim L, Katz P, Gladman D, 
Urowitz M, Sanchez-Guuerro J

Work disability and function in 
systematic lupus 
erythematosus: a national 
mixed-methods sequential 
explanatory study

CIORA $40,000 $120,000 Jun-20 Jan-23

MacDermid J, 
Backman C, 
Birmingham T, 
Bouer L, 
Marshall D, 
Moyer R, Ronsky 
J, Roy JS, 
Thomas A

Knowledge User: K Hofstetter, M 
Hunt, J Whittaker

Canadian Musculoskeletal 
(MSK) Rehab Research 
Network

CIHR $399,398 $1,996,990 Jan-20 Dec-24

Witteman H Ancker J, Archambault P, 
Bansback N, Beaulieu MD, 
Bender J, Bettinger J, Chambers 
C, Chan D, Colquhoun H, 
Desroches S, et al

Design for Better Health: User-
Centred Design and Evaluation 
of Interactive Media for Health 
Education, Communication and 
Decision-Making

CIHR $108,908 $544,538 Jul-16 Jun-21

Bansback N Health Economic Evaluation of 
the Mandatory Switching Policy 
for Biosimilars in Patients with 
Rheumatoid Arthritis

CIORA $49,000 $98,000 Jul-20 Jun-22

Bansback N, 
Harrison M

Anis A, De Vera M, Clement F, 
Law M, Beall R

Evaluating the impact of a 
mandatory switching policy for 
biosimilars

CIHR $33,150 $99,450 Apr-21 Mar-24
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Law M N Bansback, L Goldsmith, M 
Harrison, AM Holbrook, S 
Majumdar, M Mamdani, S Wong 

Improving access to medicines 
in Canada and abroad

CIHR $89,214 $624,498 Jul-16 Jun-23

van der Veer  S,  
Dixon W

N Bansback Transforming outpatient 
consultations by integrating 
regular symptom tracking into 
clinical care: the Remote 
Monitoring of Rheumatoid 
Arthritis (REMORA2) study

VERSUS Arthritis 
UK & NIHR

$925,000 $3,700,000 Oct-21 Nov-25

Barber C, 
Lacaille D, 
Widdifield J 

Abrahamowicz M, Avina-Zubieta 
JA, Barnabe C, Esdaile JM, Faris 
P, Hazlewood G, Katz S, 
MacMullan P, Marshall DA, 
Mosher D, Xie H

Understanding the effect of 
adherence to system-level 
performance measures on 
outcomes for rheumatoid 
arthritis

CIHR $76,500 $229,500 Apr-20 Mar-23

Barnabe C, 
Healy B, 
Tailfeathers E, 
Crowshoe L, 
Currie C, Fellner 
K, Henry R, 
Voyageur C

R Weasel Fat, J Baker, B Bastien, 
S Chisan, A Greenshaw, R 
Henderson, A Kennedy, S Kutz, A 
Loyola-Sanchez, L ManyGuns, T 
Oosterbroek, M Rock, W Shotyk

Alberta Indigenous Mentorship 
in Health Innovation Network 
(AIM-HI Network)

CIHR $200,000 $1,000,000 Apr-17 Mar-22

Barber M Exploring how Alberta’s lupus 
patients living with 
antiphospholipid antibodies 
access health information, 
communicate with physicians 
and experience their disease: a 
mixed methods approach.

The MSI 
Foundation

$50,000 $100,000 Sep-22 Aug-24
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Barnabe C, 
Crowshoe L, 
Bablitz C, Green 
M, Henderson R, 
Kennedy A, 
Montesanti S, 
Murry A, Roach 
P, Tailfeathers E

Auger C, Auger J, Baker J, 
Chowdhury C, Crowshoe T et al

Indigenous Primary Health Care 
and Policy Research (IPHCPR) 
Network in Alberta

CIHR $700,000 $3,500,000 Oct-19 Sep-24

Barnabe, C G Hazlewood, A Fifi-Mah, N 
Johnson, D Lacaille, B Thombs, 
R Henry, T Lane, M Kuluva, C 
Koehn

Supporting equitable outcomes 
in diverse populations with 
rheumatoid arthritis through 
appropriate guideline 
implementation, practice and 
policy approaches

CIORA $49,898 $99,796 Jun-21 May-23

Barnabe, C Barber CEB, Elliot M, Holroyd BR, 
Homik J, Katz S, Keeling S, Lang 
E, Lin K, Luca N, McLane P

Acute care use by patients with 
Inflammatory Arthritis 
conditions: Health system 
impact and solutions for 
ensuring appropriate 
ambulatory care access”

CiHR $100,000 $100,000 Mar-22 Feb-23

Emery C C Barnabe, K Belton, L Benson, A 
Black, P Elson, R Ferber, P 
Fuselli, C Goulet, E Brent, M 
Jordon, S Kenny G Kuntze, C 
Lebrun, K MacDonald, A 
Macpherson, DA Marshall, J 
Whittaker et al 

SHRed Injuries: Preventing 
Injuries and their consequences 
in youth sport and recreation 

CIHR $148,493 $1,039,450 Jul 18 Jun 25

Fabreau G, 
McBrien K, 
Nguyen V

C Barnabe, T Braun, W Ghali, E 
Lang, B  Manns, P McLane, K 
Milaney, P Ronksley, G 
Salvalaggio, E Spackman,  K 
Tang, N Thain,  T Williamson, 

Connect 2 Care: Evaluation of a 
novel community outreach 
program for socially vulnerable 
patients with complex needs

CIHR $83,652 $209,130 Oct-19 Mar-22
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Manske S C Barnabe, G Hazlewood, P 
Salat, D Mosher, C Barber, S 
Barr, R Deardon

Advanced multi-modal imaging 
to predict early inflammatory 
arthritis progression

The Arthritis 
Society

$124,843 $374,530 Oct-19 Sep-22

Benedetti A, 
Thombs B

Bartlett S, Culos-Reed SN, Henry 
R, Hudson M, Kwakkenbos L, 
Markham S, Negeri Z, Patten A

Mental health in people at risk 
from COVID-19 due to a pre-
existing medical condition: 
longitudinal study of risk 
factors, outcomes, and the role 
of vaccination

CIHR $29,062 $145,312 June-21 May-22

Benseler S, 
Haddad E, 
Yeunng R

Morris QD Precision Decisions in MIS-C: 
Towards improving outcomes in 
children with COVID-19

CIHR $229,500 $459,000 22-Mar Feb-24

Benseler S, 
Haddad E, 
Yeunng R

Morris QD Post COVID hyperinflammation: 
A syndrome beyond the name

CIHR $499,170 $499,170 June-21 May-22

Benseler S, 
Currie G

D Marshall, M Twilt, A Ohinmaa, 
Understanding Childhood with 
Arthritis Network Canada - 
Netherlands Personalized 
Medicine Network in Childhood 
Arthritis and Rheumatic Disease

Establishng the validity of 
quality  of life measures in 
young children with juvenile 
idiopathic arthritis

The Arthritis 
Society

$108,000 $324,000 43374 44834

Benseler S, 
Marshall DA, 
Wilson J

Celluci T, Currie G, Page S, 
Stringer E, Swart J, Wulfraat N, 
Yeung R

Producing an Arthritis Value-
framework with economic 
Evidence - Paving the Way for 
Rare Childhood Diseases

CIHR $150,000 $300,000 22-Jan Dec-24

Benseler S, 
Swart J, 
Wulffraat N, 
Yeung R

Bombardier C, Cafazzo J, 
Eijkelkamp N, Goldenberg A, 
Guzman J, Ijzerman M, Marshall 
DA et al

UCAN CAN-DU: Canada-
Netherlands Personalized 
Medicine Network in Childhood 
Arthritis and Rheumatic 
Disease

CIHR $204,751 $1,023,753 Feb-17 Jan-22
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Benseler S, 
Currie G

D Marshall, M Twilt, A Ohinmaa, 
Understanding Childhood with 
Arthritis Network Canada - 
Netherlands Personalized 
Medicine Network in Childhood 
Arthritis and Rheumatic Disease

Establishing the validity of 
quality  of life measures in 
young children with juvenile 
idiopathic arthritis

The Arthritis 
Society

$108,000 $324,000 Oct-18 Sep-21

Andrade B, 
Archibald M, 
Benchimol E, 
Birkin C, Chafe 
R, Chaillet N et al

S Ali, S Anthony, D Beal, A 
Beaudoin, M Beggs, R Bell, S 
Benseler et al

Empowering Next-generation 
Researchers in perinatal and 
Child Health (ENRICH)

CIHR $125,000 $500,000 Jan-22 Dec-27

Bernatsky S, 
Smargiassi A

M Abrahamowicz, J Avina-
Zubieta, P Awadalla, H Chen, T 
Dummer, M Goldberg, S Jean, M 
Johnson, D Levy, J Spinelli, S 
Weichenthal, J Widdifield

Air pollution and systemic 
autoimmune rheumatic 
diseases

CIHR $772,650 Oct-18 Sep-24

Bernatsky S, Chandran V, Bowdish D, Hitchon C, , 
Garner S, Larche M, Marshall J, Nazy 
I, Avina-Zubieta JA, Barnabe C, 
Boire G, Colmegna I, Fortin P, 
Hazlewood G, Lacaille D, et al

Standard Operating Procedure 
(SOP) for Safety 
immUnogenicity of Covid-19 
vaCcines in systEmic immunE 
mediated inflammatory 
Diseases (SUCCEED) 

Canadian 
Immunization Task 
Force (on behalf of 
the Public Health 
Agency of Canada)

$59,632 3,187,905, (UBC 
portion is $119,263 )

Apr-21 Mar-23

Choi M Dufour A Sporadic Inclusion Body 
Myositis Proteomics to Identify 
Novel Biomarkers (SPIN)

University of 
Calgary

$20,000 $20,000 May-22 Apr-23
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Choi M Clarke AE, Costenbader K, Elliott 
S, Skeith L

SLE-CALCULATOR: Systemic 
Lupus Erythematosus 
CArdiovascuLar Disease Event 
Risk PrediCtion Using Machine 
LeArning Techniques and 
NOvel ThRombotic 
Autoantibodies

CIHR 91,800 $183,600 Oct-21 Sep-23

Cibere J J Esdaile, B Forster, J Kopec, L 
Li, D Wilson, H Wong, 

Population-based longitudinal 
cohort study of 
femoroacetabular impingement 
of the hip using magnetic 
resonance imaging outcomes

CIHR $177,225 $531,674 Oct-18 Sep-21

Colmegna I, 
Fortin PR

Bernatsky S, Ward B, Flamand L, 
Dionne M

COVID-19 Vaccine in 
Immunosuppressed Adults with 
Autoimmune Diseases

Province of Quebec 
Ministry of Health 

$800,000 $800,000 Mar-21 Mar-22

Colmegna I, 
Nijnik A, Langlais 
D

Hematopoietic stem and 
progenitor cells as mediators of 
trained immunity in rheumatoid 
arthritis

CIHR $199,800 $999,000 Oct-20 Sep-25

Colmegna I, De 
Serres G, Fortin 
P

Brazinn R, Bernatsky S,  Hudson 
M et al

COvid-19 Vaccines Booster in 
Immunocompromised 
Rheumatic Diseases 
(COVBIRD)

CIHR $995,312 $995,312 Dec-21 Nov-22

Colmegna I, 
Costiniuk C, 
Pelaez S

Legare J, Merry L, Ruppenthal L COVID-19 Vaccine Confidence 
Among At-Risk and Under-
Vaccinated Groups Within HIV 
and Rheumatic diseases 
(CONFIDENCE)

CIHR $74,750 $149,500 Oct-21 Sep-23
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Colmegna I, Circulating extracellular vesicles 
in rheumatoid arthritis: Novel 
biomarkers of methotrexate 
treatment response

TAS $50,000 $100,000 Feb-22 Jan-24

Giangregorio L, 
Morin S

Adachi J, Billington E, Boyd S, 
Cheung A, Da Costa D et al

Multifaceted Intervention using 
Telehealth to Reduce the risk of 
Falls and Fractures in Older 
Men (MisterFit study): a Pilot 
Study

CIHR $55,076 $220,304 Oct-21 Sep-25

Da Costa D D Lacaille, J Savard, P Fortin, E 
Rahme, C Neville

Adapting and Evaluating an 
Evidence-Based Online 
Behavioural Intervention to 
Manage Insomnia in Patients 
with Rheumatoid Arthritis

CIORA $59,452 $118,903 Jul-20 Jun-22

De Vera M D Da Costa, J Puyat, J Esdaile, 
K Shojania, A Avina-Zubieta, A 
Howren,

Mapping the epidemiology and 
the role of treatments in mental 
health complications in 
inflammatory arthritis

The Arthritis 
Society

$70,000 $210,000 Oct-18 Sep-21

Dutz J Inbibition of tissue resident 
memory T-cells as a therapy for 
contact hypersensitivity

CIHR - Operating 
Grant: Canadian 
Dermatology 
Foundation - 
Innovation Grants

$25,000 $50,000 Sep-22 Aug-24

Esdaile J C Goldsmith, M De Vera, J Dutz, 
D Lacaille, LC Li

PRECISION: Preventing 
Complications from 
Inflammatory Skin, Joint and 

 C

CIHR $484,538 $2,422,690 Jul-14 Jun-22

Fortin P, 
Colmegna I

S Bernnatsky, B Ward, L 
Flammand, N Dionne

COVID-19 vaccine in 
immunosuppressed adults with 
autoimmune diseases

Quebec Ministry of 
Health

$800,000 $800,000 Mar-21 Feb-22
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Dieudé M Fortin P Impact of the autoimmune anti-
LG3 response on lupus 
nephritis

The Kidney 
Foundation

$60,000 $180,000 Apr-20 Mar-22

Boilard, E P Fortin, C Belleanee, S Lacroix Platelets and neutrophils: The 
two culprits mediating pain in 
inflammatory arthritis

CIHR $182,070 $910,350 Apr-20 Mar-25

Fortin P M Abrahamowicz, E Boilard, J 
Rauch

Mapping anti-mitochondrial 
antibodies in systemic lupus 
erythematosus

CIHR $138,760 $416,280 Apr-19 Mar-22

Fortin P E Boilard, D Da Costa The impact of antimalarial 
drugs in arthritis patients 
exposed to SARS-CoV-2 - the 
CoVIRAL project

The Arthritis 
Society

$150,000 $300,000 Jul-20 Jun-22

Touma Y Shaw W, Ho M, Avina-Zubieta 
JA, Bingham K, Rozenbojm N, 
Bernatsky S, Pineau C, Vinet E, 
Fortin P, et al

Work disability and function in 
systematic lupus 
erythematosus: a national 
mixed-methods sequential 
explanatory study

CIORA $60,000 $120,000 Jun-20 Jan-23

Hazlewood G, 
Tugwell P, Wells 
G

Bansback N, Barber CE, Elliott J, 
Kamso M, Kelly S, Maxwell M

Living systematic reviews of 
pharmacological treatments for 
Rheumatoid Arthritis

CIHR $46,279 $185,114 Oct-21 Sep-25

Hazlewood G, 
Bykerk V

N Bansback, R Deardon, L 
Proulx, G. Tomlinson, C Barber, E 
Keystone, D Richards, P Tugwell, 
S Bartlett, D Marshall, O Schier, 
G Boire, J Pope, C Thorne

A pragmatic registry-based 
randomized trial of drug 
tapering in rheumatoid arthritis

CIHR $159,694 $638,776 Apr-18 Mar-21

Hazlewood G, 
Bernatsky S

Abrahamowicz M, Bartlett S, 
Clarke A, Fortin P, Hanly J, Li 
LC, Peschken C, Vinet E 

Hydroxychloroquine in systemic 
lupus

CIHR $68,468 $342,340 Apr-18 Mar-23
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Lavis J, 
Grimshaw J, 
Santesso N, 
Tricco A

Adams O, Bean T, Bryan S, 
Diamond D, Dumez V, Fowler R, 
Greenwood M, Grinspun D,  
Hayden J, Forest PG, 
Friedenreich, CM, Gagnon A, 
Garritty CM,  Ghali WA, Guyatt 
GH, Hazlewood GS, Li LC et al

COVID-19 Evidence Network to 
support Decision-making 
(COVID-END)

CIHR $1,000,000 $1,000,000 Dec-20 Dec-21

Waggas A, 
Bernatsky S, 
Boire G, Bykerk 
V, Lakatos P, 
Maksymowycch 
W, Moura C, 
Targownick L

Choquette D, Hazlewood G, 
Pilote L, Pope J, Vinet E, 
Widdifield J

Comparative Effectiveness and 
Safety of Biosimilar and Legacy 
Drugs

CIHR $314,122.20 $1,570,611.00 Dec-17 Nov-22

Hutton B, Moher 
D, Straus SE, 
Tricco AC, Wells 
G

AM Abou-Setta, G Hazlewood, B 
Hemmelgarn, A Hossain, Z 
Jordan, S Kelly, E Langlois, J 
Presseau, A Proctor, B Reeves, A 
Stevens, K Thavorn, M Tunis, J 
Watt

Drug Safety and Effectiveness 
Network Methods and 
Applications Group in Indirect 
Comparisons (DSEN MAGIC) 
Team

CIHR $272,174 $816,522 Sep-19 Aug-22

Hazlewood G, 
Wells G

N Bansback, C Barber, C 
Barnabe, C Bombardier, V 
Bykerk, P Charlton, A Scott, D 
 Choquette, R Deardon, J Elliott, 
MM Kamso, S Kelly, L Proulx, L 
Richards, O Schieir, J Thomas

Personalizing the choice of 
therapy in rheumatoid arthritis

CIHR $420,752 $420,752 Oct-21 Sep-22

Bostick G, 
Bussieres A, 
Cooper L, 
McNiven N, 
Wideman T, et al

Bement M, Bhanji F, Fishman S, 
Hudon A, Hoens A (Collaborator) 
et al

Improving pain education 
across entry-level 
physiotherapy programs in 
Canada: An integrated 
knowledge translation study

CIHR $120,870 $604,350 Apr-20 Mar-25
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Hudson M, 
Colmegna I, 
Farge D

Hoa SA, Laneuville P, Peltier L, 
Resche-Rigon M, Schnitzer M

Phase I/II randomized 
controlled clinical trial of 
umbilical cord-derived 
mesenchymal stromal cells in 
refractory systemic sclerosis

CIHR $140,000 $420,000 Oct-19 Mar-22

Leask A, Philip A Hudson, M Characterization of a novel anti-
fibrotic peptide for the treatment 
of scleroderma

CIHR $162,180 $810,900 Apr-21 Mar-26

Hunt MA JF Esculier, A Rauscher, J 
Taunton, D Wilson

Linking biomechanical and 
imaging outcomes to better 
understand the effects of 
running on knee joint health

CIHR $135,405 $677,025 Apr-19 Mar-24

Roberts J, Ye C Canrio, Jamal S Improving the care of cancer 
patients receiving 
immunotherapy who develop 
rheumatic immune-related 
complications, and those with 
pre-existing rheumatic disease, 
through online education with 
health care providers:  An 
Initiative of CanRIO (Canadian 
Research Group of 
Rheumatology in Immuno-
Oncology)

CIORA $74,148 $74,148 Jul-20 Jun-21

Jones CA, 
Drummond N

Barnabe C, Barber CEB Rheumatoid Arthritis in 
Canadian Primary Care 
Settings: Epidemiology, 
Management of Care and 
Patient Experience

The Arthritis 
Society

$99,884 $299,652 Apr-21 Mar-24

Koehn C Wilhelm L (CAPA), McQuitty S 
(APAB), Major G (CSA)

Inflammatory arthritis models of 
care provincial summits: coast-
to-coast advocacy for improved 
arthritis care

Arthritis Alliance of 
Canada - Legacy 
Award

$11,667 $35,000 Jan-20 Jun-22
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Sawatzky R, 
Cuthbertson L, 
Lix LM, Pamilla 
Lopez, MJ, 
Salmon A, Schick-
Makaroff K, 
Zelinsky S, 
Zumbo B

Antonio M, Clelland S, Courtney 
K, Falk C, Fischer F, Gadermann 
AM, Gibbons C, Hawkins M, 
Jackson J, Klarenbach S, Kopec 
JA, Kwon JY, Lau F, Liu J, Pinto 
A, Ratner P, Russel L, Sajobi T, 
Valderas JM, Wolff A, Wong H, 
Chlen J

Novel methods for equitable 
people-centred health 
measurement

CIHR $190,294 $761,176 Apr-22 Mar-26

Morton L GJ Macfarlane, R Hollick, D 
Lacaille, K Walker-Bone

Supporting people with 
musculoskeletal disorders in 
Scotland to remain in work: 
adapting the Making it Work™ 
intervention developed for 
people with inflammatory 
arthritis in Canada.

Government of 
Scotland, £232,840 

$402,500 $402,500 Jan-22 Dec-23

Lacaille D, 
Bansback N, 
Barber CEB, 
Koehn C, Li LC

Barnabe C, Bartlett S, Da Costa 
D, Fortin P, Hazlewood G, 
Hoens A, Oelke NN

CLARITY: Co-developing a 
fLexible cAre delivery model for 
Rheumatic InflammaTorY 
diseases

CIHR $20,000 $20,000 Apr-22 Mar-23

Widdifield J S Bernatsky, D Lacaille, V 
Ahluwalia, A Singer, K Tu, L 
Jaakkimainen, D Mosher, C 
Thorne,  L Eder, . Zummer, D 
Haaland

Enhancing the Use of 
Rheumatology Electronic 
Medical Records to Evaluate 
and Optimize Care

The Arthritis 
Society

$74,527 $298,108 Jan-18 Dec-21

Lavis J,Grimshaw 
J, Santesso N, 
Tricco A

Adams O, Bean T,  Li LC, Bryan 
S, Diamond D, Dumez V, Fowler 
R, Greenwood M, Grinspun D,  
Hayden WA, Guyatt GH, 
HartlingLA, Hazlewood GS, et al

COVID-19 Evidence Network to 
support Decision-making 
(COVID-END)

CIHR $1,000,000 $1,000,000 Dec-20 Dec-21



14

Lacaille D O Tseng, C Barber, L Li, H Xie, 
JA Aviña-Zubieta, J Esdaile

Proof of concept study of an 
EMR reminder intervention to 
optimize the primary and 
secondary prevention of 
comorbidities in people with 
inflammatory arthritis 

The Arthritis 
Society

$120,000 $360,000 Sep-19 Aug-22

Lacaille D JA Avina-Zubieta, H Xie, J 
Esdaile
Collaborators: C Koehn, T 
Fazlagic, J Gordon, S Ensworth, C 
Flanagan, A Kydd

Safety and effectiveness of 
biosimilar anti-TNF agents in 
British Columbia – Exploiting a 
natural experiment from a 
change in health policy

CIORA $57,000 $114,000 Jul-20 Jun-22

White M SM Bruyère, A Day, RE Gewurtz, 
D  Lacaille, C Maheu, F O'Hagan, 
IZ Schultz, SL Wagner, K Williams-
Whit, K Aslanowicz, E. 
Ballermann, D Boucher, J Friesen, 
M. Gallina, M Haan, M Parkinson 

Harnessing Talent: Alliance for 
Recruiting and Retaining 
Canadians with Disabilities

Employment and 
Social Development 
Canada - 
Opportunities Fund 
for Persons with 
Disabilities – Working 
with Employers

$499,879 $1,499,637 Apr-19 Mar-22

Widdifield J S Bernatsky, D Lacaille, V 
Ahluwalia, A Singer, K Tu, L 
Jaakkimainen, D Mosher, 
C.Thorne,  L. Eder, M Zummer, D 
Haaland

Enhancing the Use of 
Rheumatology Electronic 
Medical Records to Evaluate 
and Optimize Care

The Arthritis 
Society

$99,369 $298,108 Jan-18 Dec-21

Lim L, 
Pulenayegum E

D Lacaille, M Oguzoglu, J 
Stinson, R Woodgate

Accelerating discoveries: The 
employment trajectory of young 
adults with systemic lupus 
erythematosus

CIHR $214,200 $321,300 Apr-20 Sep-22
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Bernatsky S, Chandran V, Bowdish D, Hitchon C, 
Gingras AC, Haroon N, Inman R, 
Cook R, Kaplan G, McGeer A, Piguet 
V, Rahman P, Silverberg M, Watts T, 
Kuriya B, Garner S, Larche M, 
Marshall J, Nazy I, Avina-Zubieta JA, 
Barnabe C, Boire G, Colmegna I, 
Fortin P, Hazlewood G, Lacaille D, 
Widdifield J, Colwill K, Wood H

Standard Operating Procedure 
(SOP) for Safety 
immUnogenicity of Covid-19 
vaCcines in systEmic immunE 
mediated inflammatory 
Diseases (SUCCEED) 

Canadian 
Immunization Task 
Force (on behalf of 
the Public Health 
Agency of Canada)

$59,632 $3,187,905, 
(UBC portion is 
$119,263 )

Apr-21 Mar-23

Li LC (NPA), Liu-
Ambrose T

Brady S, Davis J, Feehan L, Gromala 
F, Hawker G, Hoens A, Holmes B, 
Kho M, King L, Madden K, Shaw C, 
Smith R, Wang E, Waugh K, 
Whittaker J, Wilhelm L, Xie H

Mobilizing digital health to 
promote a balanced 24 hour 
activity profile in older adults 
with arthritis and early state 
frailty

CIHR $20,000 $20,000 Apr-22 Mar-23

Liu-Ambrose T 
(NPA), Li LC, 
Rosano C

Bartha C, Campbell K International Research 
Symposium on Muscle-Brain 
Crosstalk to Promote Healthy 
Aging

CIHR $10,000 $10,000 Apr-22 Mar-23

Li LC, Liu-
Ambrose T, 
Davis J

R Falk, K Madden, R Rhodes, M 
Sadatsafavi, HC Wong

SuPA Mobility: Supporting 
Physical Activity to Promote 
Mobility in Mobility-Limited 
Older Adults

CIHR $105,188 $631,128 Apr-21 Mar-27

Li LC, Liu-
Ambrose T

Bartha C, Davis J, Falck R, 
Feehan L, Hoens A, Holmes B, 
Kho M, Leese J, Ma J, Mackay-
Lyons M, Madden K, Mayo N, 
Theou O, Wong H, Xie H

Moving More: Supporting 
uptake of evidence for physical 
activity in older adults with 
complex health care needs

CIHR $129,094 $516,376 Apr-22 Sep-25

Banner-Lukaris 
D, L'Esperance A

S Barnes, A Boivin, S Bryan, S 
Freeman, D Graham , C 
Hamilton, D Hartell, D Kandola, 
LC Li, G MacDonald, E Michalak, 
N Oelke, M Runte, A Tricco 

Organizational Factors that 
Foster Engagement-Capable 
Environments: A Study of 
Health Research Networks

CIHR $109,650 $328,950 Oct-19 Sep-22
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Tricco A, Straus 
S, Abou-Setta 
AM, Barker K, 
Clement F, 
Clifford TJ, 
Colquhoun H, 
Curran J, 
Godfrey C, 
Isaranuwatchai 
W, LeBlanc A, Li 
LC, Moffitt P, 
Moher D, Teare 
GF

Barnabe C, Leese J, Hoens A, 
McKinnon A, McQuitty S, 
Graham I, Ivers N, Klassen T, 
Legare F, Mitton C, Morin S, Scott 
S, Sibely K, Snelgrove-Clarke E, 
Squires J, plus > 100 investigators

SPOR Evidence Alliance CIHR $1,480,000 $6,781,125 Jul-17 Dec-23

Li LC, Michalak E S Bryan, N Bansback, A Hoens, 
CL Backman, L Nimmon, C 
Hamilton, J Leese, G 
Macdonald, 

Advancing Integrated 
Knowledge Translation: 
Understanding Patients’ 
Experiences as Partners in 
Patient-oriented Research

BC SUPORT Unit, 
BC Academic 
Health Science 
Network (AHSN)

$79,167 $237,500 Sep-18 Aug-21

Li LC T Liu-Ambrose, S Murphy, F 
Feldman, M Oakey, J Davis, J Ma, 
C Koehn, L Dian, D Jehu, H Xie

Implementing an evidence-
based exercise program to 
reduce falls in community-
dwelling seniors

MSFHR $166,667 $500,000 Jun-19 May-22

Li LC, Lacaille D E Davidson, A Hoens, M Coutts the OPERAS project  - 
inaugural Olga Munari Arthritis 
Ideator Award

The Arthritis 
Society

$50,000 $50,000 Jul-22 Jun-23

Crizzle A, 
Elzohairy Y, 
Vrkljan B

J Dow, G Equakun, LC Li, S 
Marshall, N Meger, E Mychael et 
al

Medically at-risk drivers: The 
road to developing evidence-
based fitness to drive guidelines

CIHR $133,875 $803,250 Apr-18 Mar-24
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Singh S, Funnell 
L, Bubela T

Li LC Breaking the cycle of recurrent 
fracture: Scaling up a 
secondary fracture prevention 
program in Fraser Health to 
inform spread across British 
Columbia

MSFHR $166,667 $500,000 Jun-19 May-22

Guzman, J Cabral D, Feldman B, Li LC, 
Loughin T, Stringer E, Toupin-
April K, Tucker L

Treating children with arthritis 
according to their individual 
probability of outcomes and 
response to treatments - The 
PERSON-JIA Tria

CIHR $91,035 $455,175 Apr-21 Mar-26

Tucker L Guzman J, Cabral D, Feldman B, 
Li LC, Loughin T, Stringer E, 
Toupin-April K, Tucker L

PERSON-JIA: the Personalized 
Estimates of Response and 
Severity Outcomes in Newly-
diagnosed Juvenile Idiopathic 
Arthritis trial

The Arthritis 
Society

$98,026.67 $294,080 Apr-21 Mar-26

Black A, Bosma 
R, Fernandez N, 
Goldwitz D, Kent 
A, King M, 
Leblanc A, 
Mccormick R, 

Abou-Setta A, Atherton P, Aubin 
D, Bacon S, Li LC, Tricco A et al

Innovative National Strategies 
for Patient-Oriented Research 
Education / Stratégies 
Nationales Innovantes pour 
l'Éducation en Recherche axée 
sur le Patient (INSPIRE)

CIHR $875,000.00 $5,250,000 Mar-21 Feb-27

Marshall DA C Barber, E Bohm, P Faris, G 
Hazlewood, J Miller T 
Noseworthy, G Tomlinson, C 
Weeks, J Werle

Towards a patient-centered 
system: Integrating preferences 
of patients with osteoarthritis 
into evaluation of health 
services interventions to 
improve patient outcomes and 

CIHR $94,350.33 $283,051 Apr-19 Mar-22
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Marshall DA Bringing the Patient Voice into 
Decision Making in Health

University of 
Calgary and the 
University of 
Aberdeen 
(Scotland)

$19,800 $19,800 Jun-21 May-22

Baumgart D, 
Bercik P, 
Bernstein C, 
Calliou S, D'Silva 
A, Daley K, De 
Nino A, De Souza 
R, Marshall DA, 
Nguyen G, Otley 

IMAGINE (Inflammation, 
Microbiome, and Alimentation: 
Gastro-Intestinal and 
Neuropsychiatric Effects) 
SPOR Chronic Disease 
Network - Knowledge 
Mobilization & Implementation 
Science Phase 2

CIHR $183,438 $733,750 Apr-22 Mar-26

Marshall DA, 
Backman C, 
Barber C

Koehn C, Kerr S Moving towards equity in hip 
and knee replacement 
rehabilitation: A feasibility study 
to test implementation of online 
quality indicator toolkits

The Arthritis 
Society

$100,000 $200,000 Apr-22 Mar-24

Michou L the impact of a rare variant of 
the Wnt1 gene in three types of 
bone cells”

Université Laval $12,000 $12,000 Apr-22 Sep-22
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Whittaker J Silvester-Lee T (Patient Co-
Lead), Hunt M, Mosewich A, 
Miciak M, Le C, Pajkic A (Patient 
partner, Alberta)

Feasibility of the TeleRehab 
Stop OsteoARthritis (SOAR) 
Program

MSK Rehab 
Network

$10,000 $10,000 Jun-20 May-21

Marshall D, 
Hazlewood G

Co-generating strategies to 
support equitable person-
centred early diagnosis and 
management of osteoarthritis

The Arthritis 
Society

$100,000 $200,000 Apr-22 Mar-24

Whittaker J J Losciale, C Mitchell, M Koehle, 
F Rossi, A Schweitze, M Theret

Old muscles in young people UBC - University of 
British Columbia 
Health Innovation 
Funding Initiative

$25,000 $25,000 Jul-22 Jun-23

Abbott J R Wilson, K Coppell, J Kidd, R 
Bell, S Skou, K Smiler, T Stokes, 
Y Pryymachenko, P Nicolson, D 
Gwynne-Jones, A Tangiora, P 
Choong, K Bennell, R Buchbinder, 
D Marshall, M Dowsey, J 

Reducing the burden of 
osteoarthritis in Aotearoa (New 
Zealand). 

Health Research 
Council of New 
Zealand

$809,700 $4,048,500 Jul-22 Jun-23

D O'Brien J Whittaker, Reid, R Ellis, T 
Wilson-Uluinayau

Exploring the medium to long 
term well-being of people with 
post-traumatic knee 
osteoarthritis following ACL tear 
in Aotearoa (New Zealand)

Arthritis New 
Zealand

$45,630 $45,630 Jul-22 Jun-23
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J Whittaker, K 
Kausky

Navigating the maze: 
Supporting family physicians in 
rapid, accurate diagnosis, 
management, and referral of 
acute knee trauma

SharedCare - 
Government of 
British Columbia 
and Doctors of BC 

$15,000 $15,000

Xie, H Statistical Methods for bias 
controlling in the analysis of rich 
data

Natural Sciences & 
Engineering 
Research Council 
(NSERC)

$15,000 $75,000 Apr-18 Mar-23

Annual Total $20,944,183

Funding Agency Title Faculty Start/End Date Annual Amount Total Awarded

The Arthritis 
Society 

Stars Career award - A Better 
Match: Transforming rheumatoid 
arthritis care through tailored 
follow-up strategies based on 
disease activity and patient 
complexity, a pragmatic 
randomized controlled trial

Barber C Apr 20 - Mar 22 $187,500 $375,000

CIHR Canada Research Chair in 
Rheumatoid Arthritis and 
Autoimmune Diseases (Tier 2)

Barnabe C Oct 19 - Sep 24 $100,000 $500,000

CIHR Canada Research Chair in 
Medication Adherence, Utilization, 
and Outcomes (Scientist)

De Vera M Apr 17 - Mar 22 $100,000 $500,000

SCIENTIST FUNDING - Salary Grants
Peer Review
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CIHR Canada Research Chair in 
Systematic Autoimmune 
Rheumatic Diseases  (Tier I) - 
Renewal

P Fortin Jul 12 - Mar 26 $200,000 $1,950,000

MSFHR Scholar Award - Incentivizing the 
delivery of sustainable care of 
chronic diseases in Canada: case 
studies in musculoskeletal disease

Harrison M Jul 17 - Jun 22 $90,000 $450,000

Canada 
Research Chair 
Program

Canada Research Chair in Patient-
Oriented Knowledge Translation

Li L Apr-19 - Mar 24 $100,000 $500,000

The Arthritis 
Society 

Stars Career award - Overcoming 
obstacles to prevent osteoarthritis 
after a sport-related injury

Whittaker J Apr 20 - Mar 22 $187,500 $375,000

MSFHR MSFHR Salary Award Whittaker J Jul 20 - Jun 25 $90,000 $450,000
Annual Total 

2020-2021
$1,055,000

UBC Mary Pack Chair Lacaille D Sep 11 - 
UofC Arthur J.E. Child Chair in 

Rheumatology Outcomes 
Research

Marshall D Jul 12 - July 22

UofC Arthur J.E. Child Chair in 
Rheumatology Outcomes 
Research

Barnabe C July 22 -

UBC               Harold Robinson-Arthritis Society 
Chair in Rehabilitation Sciences

Li L Jul 16 - 

Endowed Chairs
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SFU Maureen and Milan Illich Chair in 
Statistics and Information 
Sciences for Arthritis and 
Musculoskeletal Disease

Xie H Sep15 -

TRAINEE AWARDS
Funding Agency Award Type and/or 

ResearchTitle
Trainee Supervisor Annual Amount Total Awarded

University of 
British Columbia

Andrew Nord Fellowship in 
Rheumatology

Daftarian N Avina-Zubieta JA $22,000 $88,000

Alberta Innovates Graduate Studentship - Cost-
effectiveness of early initiation of 
personalized biologic treatment in 
children with juvenile idiopathic 
arthritis

Grazziotin-Lago L Marshall D $10,000 $30,000

UBC Andrew Nord Fellowship in 
Rheumatology scholarship 

Howren A De Vera M $22,000 $22,000

The Arthritis 
Society

PhD Salary Award - Health-related 
quality of life following a youth 
sport-related knee injury: 
Implications for preventing post-
traumatic osteoarthritis and 
promoting lifelong well-being’

Le C Whittaker J $21,000 $42,000

CIHR Frederick Banting and Charles 
Best Canada Graduate 
Scholarships Doctoral Award - 
The risk of multiple sclerosis 
among users of tumor necrosis 
factor inhibitors: A Canadian 
population-based study

Li L Avina-Zubieta JA $35,000 $105,000

Jul 22 - Jun 26

Start/End Date

May 20 - Apr 23

Jun 20 - May 22

Jun 20 - May 23

Jul 21 - Jun 22
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The Arthritis 
Society

The risk of multiple sclerosis 
among users of tumor necrosis 
factor alpha: A Canadian 
population-based study

Li L Avina-Zubieta JA $21,000 $63,000

UBC Graduate Student Award Li L Avina-Zubieta JA $15,000 $15,000
UBC Four year Doctoral Fellowship Li L Avina-Zubieta JA $18,200 $72,800
CIHR Health System Impact 

Postdoctoral Fellowship - 
Identifying service gaps between 
primary and specialty care for 
patients with rheumatoid arthritis - 
improving access to care

Liu X Marshall D $77,500 $155,000

CIHR Frederick Banting and Charles 
Best Canada Graduate 
Scholarship Doctoral Award - 
Evaluation of an Alternative Model 
of Care for Stable Rheumatoid 
Arthritis Patients: Collaborative 
Nurse-Led Shared Care Model

Lopatina E Marshall D $35,000 $105,000

UBC University of British Columbia 4-
year Fellowship

Losciale, J Whittaker J $24,200 $96,800

PhD Salary Award for The Stop 
OsteoARthitis (SOAR) Proof-of-
Concept Delayed Control 
Randomized Trial: Can We 
Mitigate A Key Risk Factor for 
Osteoarthritis following Sport-
related Knee Trauma?”

Losciale, J Whittaker J $10,500 $30,150

Sep 21 - Aug 23

Jul 22 - Jun 26

Mar 21 - Feb 22

Sep 21 - Aug 25

Sep 20 - Aug 23

Sep 19 - Aug 22

Jun 21 - May 22
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MSFHR Research Trainee Award - 
Improving resistance training in 
people with rheumatoid arthritis: A 
foundational behaviour change 
science approach

Ma Jasmin Li L $41,500 $124,500

The Arthritis 
Society

Improving strength training in 
people with rheumatoid arthritis: A 
foundational behaviour change 
science approach

Ma Jasmin Li L $40,000 $12,000

CIHR Postdoctoral Fellowship - 
Improving strength training in 
people with rheumatoid arthritis: A 
foundational behaviour change 
science approach

Ma Jasmin Li L $50,500 $151,500

The Arthritis 
Society

PhD Salary Award - Informing 
public funding decisions for an 
exercise and education program 
for osteoarthritis

Mazzei D Marshall D $21,000 $63,000

U of Calgary Cumming School of Medicine 
Graduate Scholarship

Mazzei D Marshall D $30,000 $12,000

CIHR Health Impact Fellowship - 
Developing a business case for 
equitable access to first-line 
osteoarthritis therapies in Alberta

Mazzei D Marshall D $35,000 $35,000

CIHR CIHR Postdoctoral Award -  
Prospective, population-based 
studies of antimalarials and their 
impact on vision loss, quality-of-
life, disease activity, and mortality 
in patients with rheumatic disease

McCormick N Avina-Zubieta JA $50,000 $150,000

Sep 31 - Aug 22

Sep 18 - Aug 22

Jun 20 - Aug 21

Sep 20 - Aug 21

Sep 18 - Aug 21

Jun 19 - May 23

Jun 20 - May 23
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MITACS Data linkage and Artificial 
Intelligence approaches to 
improving rheumatoid arthritis 
data quality and case detection 
using health administrative data 
and primary care data in Alberta, 
Canada

Pham A Jones CA $60,000 $120,000

UBC Graduate Student Initiative Award Ramachandran S Li LC $4,000 $4,000

The Arthritis 
Society

PhD Salary Award - Differences in 
health for patients with 
inflammatory arthritis: Are they 
preventable?

Thomas M De Vera M $10,500 $31,500

UBC 4-Year Fellowship Award - The 
role of psychological, social, and 
contextual factors in recovery and 
return to sport after a sport-related 
knee injury

Truong L Whittaker J $72,000 $288,000

CIHR Fellowship Award - Reducing the 
risk of osteoarthritis after a sport 
knee injury: Proof-of Concept of 
the SOAR (Stop OsteoARthritis) 
program”

Truong L Whittaker J $55,000 $165,000

$780,900

Oct 21 - Sep 22

Feb 22 - Feb 24

Annual Total 2021-2022

Jun 21 - May 24

Sep 20 - Aug 24

Aug 21 - Jul 22
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Appendix II – Publications & Abstracts, July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022 

Names in bold indicate Arthritis Research Canada/Arthrite-recherche Canada 
Scientists, trainees and Patient Advisory Board Members 

PUBLICATIONS 

1. Almeida-Brasil CC, Hanly JG, Urowitz M, Clarke AE, Ruiz-Irastorza G, Gordon C, 
Ramsey-Goldman R, Petri M, Ginzler EM, Wallace DJ, Bae SC, Romero-Diaz J, 
Dooley MA, Peschken C, Isenberg D, Rahman A, Manzi S, Jacobsen S, Lim S, van 
Vollenhoven RF, Nived O, Jönsen A, Kamen DL, Aranow C, Sanchez-Guerrero J, 
Gladman DD, Fortin PR, Alarcón GS, Merrill JT, Kalunian K, Ramos-Casals M, 
Steinsson K, Zoma A, Askanase A, Khamashta MA, Bruce IN, Inanc M, 
Abrahamowicz M, Bernatsky S. Flares after hydroxychloroquine reduction or 
discontinuation: results from the Systemic Lupus International Collaborating Clinics 
(SLICC) inception cohort. Ann Rheum Dis. 2022 Mar;81(3):370-378. doi: 
10.1136/annrheumdis-2021-221295. Epub 2021 Dec 15. 

2. Andersen KM, Schieir O, Valois MF, Bartlett SJ, Bessette L, Boire G, Haraoui B, 
Hazlewood G, Hitchon C, Keystone EC, Pope J, Tin D, Throne JC, Bykerk VP; 
CATCH Investigators. A bridge too far? Real-world practice patterns of early 
glucocorticoid use in the Canadian Early Arthritis Cohort. ACR Open Rheumatol. 
2022 Jan;4(1):57-64. doi: 10.1002/acr2.11334. Epub 2021 Oct 28. 

3. Ardern CL, Büttner F, Andrade R, Weir A, Ashe M, Holden S, Impellizzeri FM, 
Delahunt E, Dijkstra HP Mathieson S, Rathleff MS, Reurink G, Sherrington C, 
Stamatakis E, Vicenzino B, Whittaker JL, Wright AA, Clarke M, Moher D, Page M, 
Khan KM, Winters M. Implementing the 27 PRISMA 2020 Statement items for 
systematic reviews in sports and exercise medicine, musculoskeletal rehabilitation 
and sports science fields: The PERSiST (implementing Prisma in Exercise, 
Rehabilitation, Sports medicine and SporTs science) guidance. Br J Sports Med 
2022 Feb;56(4):175-195. doi: 10.1136/bjsports-2021-103987. Epub 2021 Oct 8. 

4. Ardern CL, Whittaker J. Hitting the ground running in 2022: A new face and a 
renewed commitment from the JOSPT Editorial Board.J Orthop Sports Phys Ther. 
2022 Jan;52(1):1-2. doi: 10.2519/jospt.2022.0101. 

5. Avina-Galindo AM, Fazal ZA, Marozoff S, Kwan J, Lu N, Hoens AM, Kopec J, 
Lacaille D, Xie H, Loree JM. Immunosuppression and COVID-19 infection in British 
Columbia: Protocol for a linkage study of population-based administrative and self-
reported survey data. PLoS One. 2021 Nov 19;16(11):e0259601. doi: 
10.1371/journal.pone.0259601. eCollection 2021. 

6. Backman CL, Davidson E, Martini R. Advancing patient and community 
engagement in occupational therapy research. Can J Occup Ther. 2022 
Mar;89(1):4-12. doi: 10.1177/00084174211072646. Epub 2022 Mar 4. 

7. Barber CEH, Levy D, Ahluwalia V, Mendel A, Taylor-Gjevre R, Gerschman T, 
Koppikar S, Jilkine K, Stringer E, Barnabe C, Aydin S, Luca N, Berard R, Tam K, 
Burt J, Murdoch J, Zinck G, Lane T, Heeley J, Mannerow M, Mills R, Wilhelm L, 
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Spencer N, Ohata B. Best practices for virtual care, a consensus statement from the 
Canadian Rheumatology Association. J Rheumatol. 2022 Apr;49(4):408-418.doi: 
10.3899/jrheum.211017. Online ahead of print. 

8. Barber CEH, Lacaille D, Croxford R, Barnabe C, Marshall D, Abrahamowicz M, 
Xie H, Aviña-Zubieta JA, Esdaile J, Hazlewood G, Faris P, Katz S, Macmullan P, 
Mosher D, Widdifield J. A population-based study evaluating retention in 
rheumatology care among patients with rheumatoid arthritis. ACR Open Rheumatol. 
2022 May 5. doi: 10.1002/acr2.11442. Online ahead of print.  

9. Barber CEH, Barnabe C, Hartfeld NMS, Dhiman K, Hazlewood G. The evaluation 
of guideline quality in rheumatic diseases. Rheum Dis Clin N Am 2022; in press. 

10. Barnabe C, Wattiaux A, Petkovic J, Beaton D, Shea B, Greer-Smith R, Humphreys 
J, Bartels C, Tugwell P, Umaefulam V. Validation studies of rheumatoid arthritis 
patient-reported outcome measures in populations at risk for inequity: A systematic 
review and analysis using the OMERACT summary of measurement properties 
equity table. Semin Arthritis Rheum. 2022 May 19;55:152029. doi: 
10.1016/j.semarthrit.2022.152029. Online ahead of print. 

11. Barnabe C, Montesanti S, Sarin C, White T, Bartel R, Henderson R, Kennedy A, 
Murry A, Roach P, Crowshoe L. Propelled by the pandemic: Responses and shifts 
in Primary Healthcare Models for Indigenous peoples. Healthc Policy. 2022 
May;17(4):48-55. doi: 10.12927/hcpol.2022.26826. 

12. Barnabe C. Who are we to decide that the unvaccinated don't deserve care? J 
Rheumatol. 2022 Apr;49(4):434-435. doi: 10.3899/jrheum.220110. 

13. Bartlett SJ, Gutierrez A, Andersen KM, Bykerk V, Curtis JR, Haque UJ, Orbai AM, 
Jones MR, Bingham III CO. Identifying minimal and meaningful change in a patient-
reported outcomes measurement information system for rheumatoid arthritis: Use 
of multiple methods and perspectives. Arthritis Care & Research. 2022. DOI 
10.1002/acr.24501. Epub ahead of print.  

14. Bartlett SJ, Bingham CO, van Vollenhoven R, Murray C, Gruben D, Gold DA, Cella 
D. The impact of tofacitinib on fatigue, sleep, and health-related quality of life in 
patients with rheumatoid arthritis: a post hoc analysis of data from Phase 3 trials. 
Arthritis Res Ther. 2022 Apr 5;24(1):83. doi: 10.1186/s13075-022-02724-x. 

15. Beaupre L, Kang S, Jhangri G, Boettcher T, Jones CA. The impact of depressive 
symptomology on short term pain and function after total joint arthroplasty: A 
longitudinal cohort study depression. South Med J 2021, 114(8):450-457.  

16. Becetti K, Nguyen JT, Kwakkenbos L, Carrier ME, Tao L, Gordon JK, Mancuso CA, 
Welling J, Mouthon L, Bartlett SJ, Malcarne VL, Thombs BD, Spiera RF; 
Scleroderma Patient-Centered Intervention Network Investigators. Mental health 
care use and associated factors in systemic sclerosis: A scleroderma patient-
centered intervention nnetwork cohort study. ACR Open Rheumatol. 2022 May 23. 
doi: 10.1002/acr2.11439. Online ahead of print. 

17. Benham JL, Atabati O, Oxoby RJ, Mourali M, Shaffer B, Fullerton MM, Tang T, 
Sheikh H, Constantinescu C, Manns BJ, Marshall DA, Ivers NM, Ratzan SC, Hu J, 
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Lang R. COVID-19 vaccine- related attitudes and beliefs in Canada: National cross-
sectional survey and cluster analysis. JMIR Public Health Surveill. 
2021;7(12)e30424. 

18. Berg B, Urhausen AP, Øiestad BE, Whittaker JL, Culvenor AG, Roos EM, Crossley 
KM, Juhl CB, Risberg MA. What tests should be used to assess functional 
performance in youth and young adults following anterior cruciate ligament or 
meniscal injury? A systematic review of measurement properties for the OPTIKNEE 
consensus. Br J Sports Med. 2022 Jun 13:bjsports-2022-105510. doi: 
10.1136/bjsports-2022-105510. Online ahead of print. 

19. Bingham KS, DiazMartinez J, Green R, Tartaglia MC, Ruttan L, Su J, Wither JE, 
Kakvan M, Anderson N, Bonilla D, Choi MY, Fritzler MJ, Beaton DE, Katz P, Touma 
Z. Longitudinal relationships between cognitive domains and depression and 
anxiety symptoms in systemic lupus erythematosus. Semin Arthritis Rheum. 2021 
Dec;51(6):1186-1192. doi: 10.1016/j.semarthrit.2021.09.008. Epub 2021 Sep 26. 

20. Blaney TC, Ronsky JL, Macri EM, Jaremko JL, Kuntze G, Pakdel A, Whittaker JL, 
Emery CA. Concurrent validity and reliability of a semi-automated approach to 
measuring the magnetic resonance imaging morphology of the knee joint in active 
youth. Proc Inst Mech Eng H. 2022 May 5:9544119221095337. doi: 
10.1177/09544119221095337. Online ahead of print. 

21. Boucher J, Cornelson K, Benham JL, Fullerton MM, Tang T, Constantinescu C, 
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