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THE ARTHRITIS RESEARCH CANADA 
BOARD MEETING – THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 08, 2016 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SCIENTIFIC DIRECTOR 

 
 

TRAINEES 
 
Trainee Grants and Awards 
 
Natalie McCormick (Supervisor: Antonio Aviña) was the recipient of a Michael Smith 
Foreign Study Supplement (value: $6,000) from the Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research (CIHR).  Ms. McCormick spent three months at the University of California at 
San Francisco working with Professor Patricia Katz on a project entitled “Long-term health 
resource utilization and total economic burden following diagnosis of systematic 
autoimmune rheumatic diseases: a population-based study”.  Ms. McCormick also 
received the Santosh M. Wasan Graduate Student Travel Award from the Faculty of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences at UBC (value: $500). 
 
Ms. McCormick’s third award was an Institute Community Support Travel Award from 
the CIHR’s Institute for Health Services and Policy Research (value: $1,500).  She 
attended the 2016 Canadian Rheumatology Association Annual Scientific Meeting, where 
she presented three posters.  The award was granted for her presentation on the 
Systemic Autoimmune Rheumatic Diseases survey “Feasibility of an approach to contact 
individuals from administrative health data to estimate the economic burden of systemic 
autoimmune rheumatic diseases at the general population level”. 
 
Clayon Hamilton (Supervisor: Linda Li) joined the Milan Ilich Arthritis Research Canada 
as a post-doctoral fellow doing clinical epidemiology work in knowledge translation. Dr. 
Hamilton has received a Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research Post-doctoral 
Fellowship Award for his project on developing and validating an outcome measure on 
meaningful patient engagement in research.  He has already collaborated with APAB 
members on his project “Measuring Patient Engagement In Research (PEIRS)”.  
 
Adalberto Loyola-Sanchez is a new post-doctoral trainee at ARC Calgary (Supervisor:  
Cheryl Barnabe).  His post-doctoral project title is “Sustainability in arthritis management 
programs for Indigenous populations of Canada and Mexico”.  Dr. Loyola Sanchez is the 
recipient of a $50,000 Cummings School of Medicine Post-doctoral Scholarship from the 
University of Calgary. Dr. Loyola Sanchez also received a Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research Banting Postdoctoral Fellowship ($70K/year for two years). 
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Pavan Mehat (Supervisor: Mary De Vera) was awarded a UBC Faculty of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences Graduate Research Award of $2195.  He was also awarded an 
Elwynn Gregg Memorial Fellowship of $5,000 from the Faculty of Graduate and 
Postdoctoral Studies at UBC.  The Elwynn Gregg Fellowship is awarded to help attract 
and keep research talent in British Columbia and Canada, with a focus on graduates in 
Medicine, Languages, Engineering and Forestry.  
 
Behnam Sharif (Supervisor: Deborah Marshall) was the Co-Principal Applicant on a 
$10,000 Planning and Data Collection Grant from the Clinical Research Fund, Faculty of 
Medicine, University of Calgary.  The title of the grant is “Needs assessment and planning 
for development of a clinical risk calculator for early knee osteoarthritis progression”.   
Dr. Sharif also received a $165,000 Canadian Institutes of Health Research Knowledge 
to Action grant for his project “Building partnerships to improve care of early Knee 
Osteoarthritis Patients (KOA): Developing a risk management tool”. 
 
Gloria (Lingyi) Li is a new Masters trainee (Supervisor: Antonio Aviña), working on 
evaluating the risk of heart attacks and strokes in patients with ankylosing spondylitis 
(inflammatory back pain disease).   
 
Both Ms. Li and Lindsay Belvedere (Research Assistant to Antonio Aviña) were 
awarded $1,000 European Congress of Rheumatology EULAR 2016 Abstract awards in 
Clinical Science for their podium presentations at the EULAR meeting in June. Ms. Li’s 
abstract was entitled “Improved survival in dermatomyositis and polymyositis: a general 
population-based study”, and Ms. Belvedere’s was entitled “Improved survival in giant cell 
arteritis: a population-based study”.  Ms. Li and Ms. Belvedere were also both recipients 
of the 2016 Arthritis Research Canada/Lilly Early Rheumatology Researcher 
Scholarships supporting participation in the 2016 EULAR Annual Meeting.   
 
Jean-Francois Esculier (Supervisor: Michael Hunt) has received a $165,000 Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research Fellowship for his project “The effects of running on knee 
cartilage measures in people with and without knee osteoarthritis”.  In this research 
project, they will explore if knee cartilage of older healthy runners react the same to a 
bout of running as those of younger runners. Then, they will compare the effects of 
running on knee cartilages of older people with and without OA. 
 
Sharan Rai (Supervisors: Antonio Aviña & Hyon Choi) has been awarded a $10,000 
Arthritis Society Networking grant entitled “Patient Engagement in Research For the 
development of Educational videos for Knowledge Translation PERFECT-KT”.  Co-
Investigators on the grant are Antonio Aviña, Mary De Vera, Linda Li, Kam Shojania 
and Hyon Choi.  
 
Sharan Rai received a separate $10,000 grant from the Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research with the same co-investigators.  That award is for a project entitled “Toward the 
development of resources for gout education”.  
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Alyssa Howren (Supervisor: Mary De Vera) has been awarded a $175,000 Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research Frederick Banting and Charles Best Award to continue her 
Master’s degree in the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences at UBC.  Her thesis title is 
“Patient and provider perspectives of an ehealth-supported collaborative care model for 
gout: a mixed methods study”.  
 
Serena Chen, (Supervisor: Allyson Jones) a Master’s student at the University of 
Alberta, was awarded a prestigious $30,000 Alberta Innovates Health Solutions/Alberta 
SPOR Unit: Patient Oriented Research Studentship. Her project title is “Falls and fear of 
falling in patients with total hip and knee replacements”. This one year grant is potentially 
renewable for a second year. 
 
Trainee Degrees 
 
Tim Schmidt (Supervisor Diane Lacaille) successfully defended his Master’s thesis 
“Cardiovascular disease prevention in rheumatoid arthritis: three population-based 
studies in British Columbia”, earning an A+ and high praise from the examiners.  
 
Cam Clayton (Supervisor: Linda Li) successfully defended his Master’s thesis on his 
work involving the development of the RCT protocol for the TRACK-OA project (aka the 
Fitbit pilot) and completing a baseline analysis exploring the relationships between 
patients’ perception of their engagement in health care and physical activity 
participation. 
 
Pavan Mehat (Supervisors: Mary De Vera, John Esdaile, Antonio Aviña Anne 
Townsend) successfully defended his Master’s thesis, “Pharmaceutical Outcomes 
Research to Better Understand Medication Non-Adherence in Patients with Systemic 
Lupus Erythematosus”. 
 
Claire Barber (Supervisors: John Esdaile & Deborah Marshall) successfully completed 
her PhD thesis defence in October 2015 at the University of Calgary.  Dr. Barber’s thesis 
was entitled “Development and testing of cardiovascular quality indicators for rheumatoid 
arthritis”.   
 
Glen Hazlewood (Supervisors: Deborah Marshall & Claire Bombardier (U of T)) 
successfully defended his PhD thesis in November at the Institute of Health, Policy, 
Management and Evaluation, University of Toronto.  Dr. Hazlewood’s thesis is entitled “A 
novel approach for integrating best evidence and patient preferences into treatment 
recommendations for rheumatoid arthritis”.   
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Summer Studentships 
 
Carol Dou (Supervisors: Linda Li and John Esdaile) received a Canadian 
Rheumatology Association summer studentship.  Her project is entitled “Evaluating the 
role of motivation in physical activity participation in people with knee osteoarthritis”. 
 
Ola Kobza (Supervisor: Diane Lacaille) a second year medical student at the University 
of Ottawa was awarded a Canadian Rheumatology Association summer studentship for 
her project “Evaluation of the psychometric properties of a new presenteeism measure 
for arthritis studies".  Presenteeism refers to someone making it to work but being less 
productive at work than normal. 
 
Tim Liang and Hans Haag (Supervisor: Mary De Vera) were summer students at the 
Milan Ilich Arthritis Research Centre, Vancouver.  Mr. Liang’s project is “Inflammatory 
arthritis patients’ perspectives on medication use: a thematic synthesis to inform 
evidence-based, patient-centered adherence interventions”.  Mr. Haag’s project is 
entitled “Qualitative synthesis – ankylosing spondylitis”.   
 
Sujay Nagaraj (Supervisor: Cheryl Barnabe) received a McCaig Institute for Bone and 
Joint Health R. R. Singleton Summer Studentship Award for his project entitled “Do 
Aboriginal patients really have more severe inflammatory arthritis, or is that a reflection 
of difficulties in accessing care for diagnosis and management?”  
Aaron Lin (Supervisor: Cheryl Barnabe) also received a McCaig/Singleton Award for 
his summer studentship project “to characterize the level of community engagement in 
arthritis studies involving Indigenous populations”. Both Mr. Nagaraj and Mr. Lin were 
located at ARC Calgary.   
 

2016 Arthritis Research Canada/University of California at San Francisco (UCSF) 
Joint Scientific Meeting 
 
Twelve UCSF Faculty and visiting faculty and twelve Arthritis Research Canada trainees 
accompanied by five ARC faculty attended the 2016 Arthritis Research Canada/University 
of California at San Francisco (UCSF) Joint Scientific Meeting.  The meeting was held at 
the new UCSF Mission Bay campus on April 14-15, 2016.   
 

RESEARCH 
 
Grants Funded 
 
Paul Fortin and Sylvain Bourgoin were Co-Principal Applicants along with Co-
investigator Eric Boilard on a $790,000 five year CIHR grant entitled “Role of autotaxin 
bound to platelet-derived microparticles to development of vascular damage in arthritis.”  
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Paul Fortin is also a Co-Investigator on a $100,000 two year CIHR grant entitled "Make 
this break your last": pilot testing an educational intervention to improve fragility fracture 
patients' awareness of their risk for refracture.”  The Principal Investigator on this grant is 
Dorcas Beaton along with Co-Investigators Earl Bogoch, Debora Da Costa, Monique 
Gignac as well as others.   
 
Paul Fortin and Linda Li are Co-Investigators on a $290,000 three year grant from The 
Arthritis Society. It is entitled “Helping adolescents with juvenile arthritis and their parents 
to make informed and value-based decisions about pain relief modalities: development 
of a novel decision support intervention”.  The Principal Investigator on this grant is Karine 
Toupin April and Co-investigators include Adam Huber and Ciaran Duffy.  
 
Ann Clarke (Principal Investigator) was awarded an infrastructure grant of $80,000 from 
the Lupus Clinical Investigators Network (LuCIN).  This is an infrastructure grant in 
preparation for later clinical studies that she will perform on behalf of LuCIN. 
 
Cheryl Barnabe is a Co-Investigator on a $25,000 Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research Planning and Dissemination Grant entitled ‘Planning for the collaborative 
implementation of a peer-support shared decision making strategy by and with Aboriginal 
populations: building foundations for a program of research in health systems that treat 
chronic disease’. The Primary Investigator is Dr. Janet Jull.  
 
Alysson Jones is the Principal Investigator on a grant of $176,000 from the Covenant 
Health Network of Excellence for Seniors’ Health and Wellness for her project entitled 
“Coaching for older adults (with osteoarthritis) for community health (COACH Study)”.  
(Co-investigators: Linda Li, Lauren Beaupre). The project goal is to track and assess the 
effect of remote physiotherapist-led coaching which promotes physical activity among 
rural seniors who have undergone hip or knee replacements. 
 
Deborah Marshall is the Principal Investigator on a $4,000 Alberta Innovates Health 
Solutions (AIHS) Community and Planning Grant entitled ‘Planning session for 
development of a clinical risk calculator for early knee osteoarthritis progression’. Co-
Applicants on the grant include Benham Sharif (Supervisor: Deborah Marshall), Jacek 
Kopec, Jolanda Cibere, as well as Lee Green, Sylvia Teare, Jean Miller, Nancy Marlett, 
Denise Campbell-Scherer, and Tracy Wasylak. 
 
Awards, Distinctions & Promotions 
 
Diane Lacaille was appointed the Associate Head of Academic Affairs for the UBC 
Department of Medicine, effective September 15, 2015.  Essentially, she is the Head of 
Research for the Department.  This is huge recognition of her skills and leadership. 
 
Linda Li was promoted to Full Professor of Physical Therapy at the University of British 
Columbia.  Professor Li is the Canadian authority on Patient-oriented knowledge 
translation for arthritis, as well as a well-recognized authority internationally and 
undoubtedly the authority for knowledge translation in general in BC. 
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Antonio Aviña was promoted to Associate Professor of Medicine at the University of 
British Columbia.  The promotion requires that the nominee be ranked ‘Superior’ in a 
number of categories such as research and teaching.  Not surprisingly, Dr. Aviña has 
been highly successful in all aspects of research from obtaining grants, to publications 
and mentoring research trainees.  
 
Glen Hazlewood and Claire Barber, both of ARC Calgary have been appointed 
Research Scientists at Arthritis Research Canada.  They each successfully defended 
their PhD theses this year.  
 
Catherine Backman has been appointed Senior Scientist at Arthritis Research Canada.  
In making the appointment the Board recognized Catherine for her academic success as 
well as for the recognition that her work has brought to Arthritis Research Canada outside 
of Canada, particularly her multiple awards from the Association of Rheumatology Health 
Professionals (ARHP)/American College of Rheumatology, including her upcoming 
Distinguished Lecture to the ARHP. 
 
Paul Fortin was honoured with an invitation to be the lecturer for the 36th Annual Metro 
Ogryzlo Memorial Lectureship at the University of Manitoba on September 22, 2015.  The 
lecture commemorates a Canadian pioneer in the field of rheumatology who was also a 
founder of the Journal of Rheumatology.  The title of Dr. Fortin’s talk was “Lupus or the 
Imitation Game?’’ 
 
Cheryl Barnabe was awarded the Canadian Rheumatology Association (CRA)/Arthritis 
Research Foundation Best Epidemiology/Health Services Research Award for her 
podium presentation at the CRA annual meeting entitled “Biologic therapy complications 
in the Alberta Aboriginal population with rheumatoid arthritis”. It highlights that Aboriginal 
patients on the new biologic drugs for rheumatoid arthritis experience more 
hospitalizations, serious infections, heart attacks and strokes, and cancers. 
 
Cheryl Barnabe was also honoured by Calgary’s Avenue Magazine in their 2015 ‘Top 
40 Under 40’.  The award honours educators, innovators and entrepreneurs in the arts, 
non-profits, oil and gas, law, finance or medicine who are at the top of their field.  
 
Catherine Backman has begun a five year term as Associate Editor, Arthritis Care & 
Research.  This is a leading journal with a focus on health services, rehabilitation, 
economic and social issues relevant to the care of people with rheumatic disorders. 
 
Nick Bansback was presented with the Maurice McGregor Award by the Canadian 
Agency for Drugs and Technologies in Health at their recent 2016 Symposium in Ottawa.  
“The Maurice McGregor Award recognizes rising stars in Health Technology Assessment 
early in their careers”. 
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Mary De Vera is the recipient of the 2016 GlaxoSmithKline/Canadian Society for 
Pharmaceutical Sciences Early Career Award.  This award recognizes outstanding 
research achievements and contributions of pharmaceutical scientists, working in 
Canadian academia, industry, government or research institutes, in their first seven years 
following their graduation from a doctorate program.   
 
Antonio Aviña was honoured at the BC Lupus Society Gala with the BC Lupus Research 
Award of Excellence in Research & Mentoring. This award recognizes excellence and 
productivity in the research of lupus and other related diseases. In the past year, Dr. 
Aviña has been lead author or co-author on 12 published papers and 49 research 
conference presentations.  
 

NEW STAFF AND STAFF CHANGES 
 
Brett Trainor was hired as the new Fund Development Administrative Assistant to Patti 
Nakatsu, Director of Development.  Ms. Trainor took a leave from her position for the 
summer and returns to ARC at the beginning of September.  
 
Lyndsay Belvedere, who previously worked as a Research Assistant at ARC in 2012-13 
returned to work at ARC as a Research Assistant for Antonio Aviña.  Ms. Belvedere 
replaced Kathryn Reimer, who left ARC in August 2015 to begin the Occupational 
Therapy program at UBC.  Ms Belvedere completed her time at ARC in August of this 
year and will commence her Master’s work at Brigham Young University in September.  
 
Ju Young Yoo who was at ARC in 2015 as a summer student joined Linda Li’s team as 
a Research Assistant for the MONITOR-OA project.  He completed at ARC in August 
2016. 
 
June Kaminski joined Diane Lacaille’s team as a Research Coordinator for the 
Aboriginal Wellness and other projects.  Ms. Kaminski received her BSc and MSc in 
Nursing from UBC and is completing a PhD in Curriculum and Pedagogy at UBC.  She is 
interested in First Nations health and the use of technology to support wellness. 
 
Angela Li worked on the Making It Work team (Diane Lacaille) as a science Co-op 
student from UBC for the past year. She returns to UBC in September.  Ms. Li will be 
replaced by a new UBC Science Co-op student, Wiebke Bartels.  Ms. Bartels is excited 
to join the team as the new Co-op student from UBC. She hopes to learn more about how 
clinical research is conducted and is interested in understanding the impact of 
personalized health care on people’s quality of life. 
 
Ariel Seah, another Co-op student and member of the Making it Work team, left in June 
to travel before returning to school at UBC.  She has been replaced by Kathy Tran, a 
science co-op student from SFU. Ms. Tran is interested in building on her knowledge of 
randomized control trials and understanding the impact that arthritis has on an individual’s 
employment status. 



Annual Report of the Scientific Director – Dr. John Esdaile 
ARC Annual General Meeting – September 08, 2016  Page 8 of 8 

 

 
Natalie Frenette, is the new Administrative Coordinator for Paul Fortin’s Research 
Team.  She previously worked as a Clinical Trial Assistant at BD Diagnostics.  Ms. 
Frenette replaced Julie Parrot, who left CHU de Québec Research Center – CHUL in 
July 2015. 
 
Dan Aveline was hired as the new Finance Administrator to provide accounting support 
to the ARC Team reporting to Shauneen Kellner.  Mr. Aveline’s first task at Arthritis 
Research Canada was supervising the switch of the accounting system over to the new 
QuickBooks software. 
 
 
Signed: 

 
________________________________________________ 
John M. Esdaile, MD, MPH, FRCPC, MAHS 
Scientific Director, Arthritis Research Canada 
 
Appendix I: ACTIVE GRANT FUNDING UP TO JUNE 30, 2016 
Appendix II: PUBLICATIONS & ABSTRACTS FROM JULY 1, 2015 TO JUNE 30, 2016 



Appendix I

FUNDING FROM JULY 1, 2015 TO JUNE 30, 2016

Funding Agency Title PI(s) Co-I(s) Start Date End Date

CIHR New statistical methods for population-

based studies of comparative effectiveness 

and safety of medications: development, 

validation and application

Abrahamowicz M S Bernatsky, J Brophy, D Buckeridge, R 

Capek, J Delaney, W Dixon, R Ionescu-

Ittu,  D Lacaille, L Levesque, A Levy, Y 

Moride, L Pilote, R Tamblyn 

Jul-11 Sep-16

CIHR Canadian network for advanced 

interdisciplinary methods for prospective 

studies of drug safety and effectiveness

Abrahamowicz M D Lacaille, A Berard, S Bernatsky,  C 

Hohl, L Levesque, A Levy, Y Moride, L 

Pilote, L Bessette, L Blais, G Boire, C 

Bombardier, D Buckeridge, S Cadarette, 

R Capek, P Fortin et al.

Sep-14 Aug-19

Spondyloarthritis 

Research 

Consortium of 

Canada

Restrictions on access to anti-TNF agents 

among spondyloarthritis patients: Which 

international criteria are most cost-

effective?

Anis A N Bansback, S Harvard, B Fautrel Sep-15 Aug-16

ARC Outcomes 

Grant

The risk of cardiovascular disease in 

patients with ankylosing spondylitis: A 

population-based study

Avina-Zubieta A Jul-15 Jun-16

CIORA Testing of system-Level performance 

measures for inflammatory arthritis
Barber C D Lacaille, C Barnabe, D Marshall, S 

Bensler, G Hazlewood, D Mosher, V 

Bykerk, J Burt, C Thorne, V Ahluwalia, L 

Denning, N Shiff, S Katz, J Homik

Jan15 Dec 17

The Arthritis 

Society

Erosion healing and restoration of function 

in rheumatoid arthritis
Barnabe C, Boyd 

S

Jul-13 Jun-16

ARC Outcomes 

Grant

Indigenous patient preferences for 

rheumatoid arthritis pharmacotherapy
Barnabe C Hazlewood G Jul-15 Jun-16

SCIENTIST FUNDING - Operating Grants

AIHS - Alberta Innovates Health Solutions; CAN – Canadian Arthritis Network; CIORA – Canadian Initiative for Outcomes in Rheumatoid Arthritis; CIHR – Canadian Institutes of Health 

Research; CRA - Canadian Rheumatology Association; CHHM – Centre for Hip Health and Mobility; HSFC – Heart and Stroke Foundation of Canada; EULAR – European League Against 

Rheumatism; MSFHR – Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research; NCI – National Cancer Institute; NIH – National Institutes of Health; NCE – Networks of Centres of Excellence;  TAS - 

The Arthritis Society;; UBC – University of British Columbia
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CIHR Arthritis care for indigenous populations' Barnabe C D Marshall, S Bernatsky, D Lacaille, L 

Lis, W Maksymowych, V Bykerk, G 

Hazlewood, J Jull, L Crowshoe et al

Jul-15 Jun-20

CIHR - Operating 

Grant

Make this break your last": pilot testing an 

educational intervention to improve fragility 

fracture patients' awareness of their risk 

for refracture.

Beaton D R Jain, R Earl, D Da Costa, P Fortin, M 

Gignac, S Jaglal, R Josse, C Kennedy, 

M Mamdani, N Rotondi, J Sale, R Sujic, 

K Thorpe

May-15 Apr-16

CIORA Improving patient outcomes in rheumatoid 

arthritis may require deeper understanding 

of medication adherence

Bell MJ CH Goldsmith, S Sandhu, N Lathia, R 

Sweezie

Jan-14 Dec-16

CIHR Neurodevelopmental disorders in children 

born to women with systemic lupus 

erythematosus

Bernatsky S, Vinet 

E
AE Clarke, E Fombonne, L Joseph, CA 

Pineau, RW Platt

Apr-11 Sep-15

National 

Institutes of 

Health (US)

Cancer risk: advancing knowledge in 

systemic rheumatic disease

Bernatsky S R Ramsey-Goldman, AE Clarke Jan-13 Dec-15

CIHR - 

Foundation 

Scheme

Platelets and their microparticles: versatile 

players of inflammation

Boilard, E P Fortin Sep-14 Aug-19

CIHR - Operating 

Grant

Role of novel microparticle subtypes 

derived by platelets in SLE

Boilard, E P Fortin Mar-14 Feb-19

CIHR- Operating 

Grant

Role of autotaxin bound to platelet-derived 

microparticles to development of vascular 

damage in arthritis

Bourgoin S E Boilard, P Fortin Mar-15 Feb-20

Canadian 

Foundation for 

Innovation

An integrative approach for translating 

research to improve musculoskeletal 

health

Boyd S DA Marshall, C Aglin, N Duncan, C 

Frank, M Fritzler, W Herzog et al

Jan-13 Dec-17

NIH Impact of cardiovascular and weight loss 

diets on uric acid and gout risk
Choi H Jul-13 Jun-17

The Vasculitis 

Foundation 

(USA)

Immune regulation by IL-6 in giant cell 

arteritis

Choy JC K Shojania, JA Avina-Zubieta Jun-15 May-16

CIORA The economic challenges of SLE: 

measuring and mitigating the impact
Clarke AE S Elliot, V Farewell, J Hanly, M Urowitz Oct-15 Sep-17
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Systemic Lupus 

International 

Collaborating 

Clinics

Quantifying the risk and economic burden 

of steroid-related damage in SLE:  the 

SLICC Inception Cohort Study

Clark AE Jan-14 Dec-17

Lupus Clinical 

Investigators 

Network (LuCIN).  

Infrastructure grant for clnical studies Clarke AE Lupus Jun-16 May-17

The Arthritis 

Society

The impact of arthritis medications during 

pregnancy on maternal and neonatal 

health

De Vera M A Avina-Zubieta, C Marra, D Lacaille, 

P Janssen

Jul-13 Jun-16

Canadian 

Initiatives for 

Outcomes in 

Rheumatology 

Care (CIORA)

Collaborative care model supported by 

eHealth technologies on health outcomes 

and medication adherence among patients 

with gout

De Vera M K Shojania, C Marra, H Choi, JA Avina-

Zubieta, A Kydd, M Baker

Jul-14 Jan-17

CIHR Consequences of knee joint injury in youth 

sport: Implications for knee osteoarthritis 

and other health outcomes

Emery, C M Brussoni, R Ferber, R Krawetz, J 

Ronsky, L Woodhouse, P Doyle-Baker, 

J Jaremko,

DA Marshall

Apr-14 Mar-17

CIHR Alberta program in youth sport and 

recreational injury prevention

Emery C DA Marshall et al Apr-13 Mar-18

CIHR CIHR team in IMPAKT-HIP – investigations 

of mobility, physical activity, and 

knowledge translation in hip pain

Esdaile J LC Li, J Cibere, C Emery, B Forester, D 

Garbuz, M Gilbart, J Kopec, A Lehman, 

A Mackay, H McKay, D Wilson, H Wong, 

M Abrahamowicz

Sep-10 Aug-15

CIHR PRECISION: Preventing Complications 

from Inflammatory Skin, Joint and Bowel 

Conditions

Esdaile J C Goldsmith, M De Vera, J Dutz, D 

Lacaille, LC Li

Jul-14 Jun-19

CIHR Development and validation of Canadian 

health literacy measurement tool for 

chronic disease management.

Fitzgerald M, 

Kopec JA

I Rootman, SD Aaron, C Bergeron, LP 

Boulet, J Bourbeau, R Goldstein, S 

Gupta, NA Khan, D Marciniuk, L 

Nimmon, I Poureslami, R Sawatzky, R, 

W Tan

Jul-15 Jun-20
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CIHR Dissemination of the Lupus Interactive 

Navigator - Measuring its uptake and 

impact on global health and self-care.

Fortin P D DaCosta, V Haroun Sep-16 Aug-18

VCH/MPAC Do inflammatory arthritis patients receiving 

group music therapy improve pain 

compared to music listening over 6 weeks 

using a randomised control trial? “One 

good thing about music, when it hits you, 

you feel no pain

Goldsmith CH L Feehan Jan-15 Dec-15

CIORA Development and usability testing of a 

personalized risk communication tool to 

facilitate the shared decision of 

methotrexate treatment options in early 

rheumatoid arthritis

Hazlewood G D Marshall, C Barnabe, LC Li, N 

Bansback, V Bykerk, P Tugwell

Oct 14 Sep 15

CIHR - Drug 

Safety and 

Effectiveness 

Network (DSEN)

Bayesian models for synthesizing 

randomized controlled trials and patients' 

preferences for treatment options in early 

rheumatoid arthritis and Crohn's disease

Hazlewood G, 

Kaplan G

D Marshall, C Bombardier, G Tomlinson Mar 15 Feb 16

CIHR Bridging the evidence gap: understanding 

patient and physician choices for treatment 

in early rheumatoid arthritis

Hazlewood G C Barnabe, D Marshall, L Li, N 

Bansback 

Oct-15 Sep-18

CIORA Incorporating patients' preferences into 

Canadian Rheumatology Association 

treatment recommendations for 

rheumatoid arthritis

Hazlewood G Aug-16 Jul-17

Natural Sciences 

and Engineering 

Research Council 

of Canada

Neuromuscular mechanisms governing 

knee joint biomechanics during normal gait
Hunt M Jul-13 Jun-18

TAS Effects of toe-out gait modification on 

clinical and biomechanical measures in 

people with medial compartment knee 

osteoarthritis

Hunt M DR Wilson, CH Goldsmith Jul-13 Jun-16
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Covenant Health 

(Alberta)

Coaching for older adults with AO for 

community health (COACH Study)
Jones CA L Beaupre, LC Li, H Hanson, S Kumar Jul-16 Jun-18

CIHR Planning for the collaborative 

implementation of a peer-support shared 

decision making strategy by and with 

Aboriginal populations: building 

foundations for a program of research in 

health systems that treat chronic disease’

Jull J C Barnabe Apr-15 Mar-16

CIHR A comparison of strategies to reduce the 

burden of osteoarthritis: A population-

based microsimulation study

Kopec J A J Esdaile, J Cibere, L Li, H Wong, N 

Bansback, E Sayre

Mar-15 Feb-18

CIHR A randomized controlled trial evaluating the 

effectiveness of the Making It Work 

program at preventing work loss and 

improving at work productivity in employed 

people with inflammatory arthritis.

Lacaille D C Backman, J Esdaile, M Gignac, C 

Goldsmith, L Li, C Marra

Aug-11 Jul-16

CIHR Assessing the quality of care for 

Rheumatoid Arthritis at a population level
Lacaille D,  M Abrahamowicz, A Anis, N Bansback, 

J Esdaile

Oct-13 Sep-16

CIORA Case managers to improve the 

management of inflammatory arthritis and 

associated comorbidities with First Nations 

Communities: A proof of concept study

Lacaille D,  C Barnabe, H Brown, LC Li, L 

Crowshoe, C Goldsmith 

Oct. 15 Sep-16

TAS Case managers to improve management 

of arthritis and associated comorbidities 

with First Nations Communities : a proof of 

concept study

Lacaille D,  H Brown, LC Li, C Barnabe, L FJ 

Crowshoe, C Goldsmith

Jul-15 Jun-17

CIORA Hip fracture in patients with rheumatoid 

arthritis: incidence, complications and 

health services used

Lacaille D, Jones 

CA

H Xie, P Guy Aug-16 Jul-17

5



CIORA Understanding the barriers to self-

management support for underserved 

populations living with arthritis and co-

morbidities and developing patient-derived 

tools for healthcare policy and practice

Lacaille D, Mills S S Koehn, GP Flores, N Clark, C Koehn, 

M Fong, A Louie

Aug-16 Jul-18

CIHR Implementation of a ‘virtual’ cardiac 

rehabilitation program

Lear S, Hawkins M S Au, B Holmes, LC Li, M Naruki-van 

Velzen

Oct. 15 Sep-17

BC Knowledge 

Development 

Fund 

Health Decision Technology (HD-Tech) 

Lab
Li LC Jan-14 Dec-16

Canadian 

Foundation for 

Innovation

Health Decision Technology (HD-Tech) 

Lab
Li LC Jan-13 Dec-15

CIORA Supporting Patient care with Electronic 

Resource (SuPER): efficacy of an online 

decision aid for patients considering 

biologic therapy for rheumatoid arthritis

Li LC, Lacaille D N Bansback, C Goldsmith, E 

Yacyshyn, CA Jones, P Adam, A 

Hoens, D Sholter, H Choi

Oct-15 Sep-17

CIHR Knowledge translation to optimize mobility 

independence in older adults: Improving 

Cognitive & jOint health Network (ICON)

Li LC, Liu 

Ambrose, T, 

Esdaile JM, 

Gromala D

S Straus, F Légaré, C Shaw, R Smith, 

CA Jones, A Hoens, P Adam

Apr-14 Mar-17

VCHRI 

(Innovation & 

Translational 

Research award)

Improving physical activity using an online 

monitoring tool: a new model of care for 

knee OA

Li LC, Noonan G L Feehan, C Goldsmith, A Hoens Jan-15 Dec-16

CIHR Supporting Physical activity & Reducing 

sedentary behaviour in Arthritis (SuPRA)
Li LC, Noonan G, 

Gromala D

A Avina-Zubieta, C Goldsmith, C 

Backman, A Townsend, L Feehan, R 

Smith, C Shaw, A Hoens

Jun-14 May-16
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The Arthritis 

Society

Effectiveness of Online Physical Activity 

Monitoring in Inflammatory Arthritis (OPAM-

IA): A new model of care

Li LC, Avina-

Zubieta JA, 

Goldsmith C, 

Backman C, 

Townsend A, 

Feehan L, Shaw 

C, Gromala D

G Noonan, P Adam, L Callahan Oct-14 May-17

The Arthritis 

Society

Empowering active self-management of 

arthritis: Raising the bar with OPERAS (an 

On-demand Program to EmpoweR Active 

Self-management

Li LC D Lacaille, T Liu-Ambrose, C 

Backman, C Shaw, J Esdaile, K Miller, 

R Petrella, L Feenhan, C Koehn, C 

Goldsmith, P Adam

Jul-16 Jun-19

CIHR Complex mental and social activities to 

promote cognitive function in older adults 

with chronic stroke

Liu-Ambrose T CH Goldsmith Apr-13 Mar-17

CIHR Consortium to improve physical activity 

across the adult lifespan: Maximizing the 

potential of digital technologies

Liu-Ambrose T,  

Graham N, Li LC

J Best Feb-15 Jan-16

VCHRI Buying time: Improving sleep to promote 

cognitive function in older adults

Liu-Ambrose T LC Li, C Chan Jul-16 Jun-18

CIHR Reshaping the path of mild cognitive 

impairment by refining exercise 

prescription: understanding training type 

and exploring mechanisms

Liu-Ambrose T J Best, L Boyd, J Davis, L Galea, CH 

Goldsmith, P Hall, T Handy, GY 

Hsiung, C Jacova, A Kramer et al

Oct-15 Sep-20

CIHR Developing a Canadian framework for 

evaluation and decision-making for 

expensive drugs for rare diseases through 

innovation, value, and priority setting

Lynd L S Bryan, L Clarke, T Clifford, D Coyle, J 

Friedman, C Marra et al 

Feb-12 Jan-17

CIHR Candrive prospective older driver study Marshall S M Bedard, S Gagnon, I Gelinas, LC Li, 

B Mazer, A Myers, G Naglie, M Porter, H 

Tuokko, B Vrkljan

Apr-14 Mar-17

Genome Canada Clinical implementation and outcomes 

evaluation of blood-based biomarkers for 

COPD management

Marra C D Sin, R Ng Jul-13 Jun-18
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CIORA Pharmacist-led cardiovascular disease 

intervention for inflammatory arthritis 

patients

Marra C J Kielly, R Tsujuki, S Kealing Aug-15 Jul-16

CIHR Developing an innovative evidence-based 

decision support tool to improve 

osteoarthritis care, planning and health 

service management for diverse patient 

populations in Alberta, Saskatchewan and 

Manitoba

Marshall DA, 

Vanderby S

C Barnabe, M Carter, C Frank, L Lix, D 

Mosher, T Noseworthy, C Peschken

Apr-13 Mar-16

AIHS/PRIHS 

Grant

Optimizing centralized intake to improve 

arthritis are for Albertans
Marshall DA C Barber, L Phillips, J Homik, C 

Barnabe et al

Jan-14 Jan-17

CIHR Towards better surgical outcomes through 

improved decision making about 

appropriateness for total knee arthroplasty 

in patients with knee osteoarthritis

Marshall DA, 

Hawker G

E Bohm, M Dunbar, P Faris, A Jones, T 

Noseworthy, B Ravi, L Woodhouse

Apr-14 Mar-19

CIHR Building partnerships to improve care of 

early knee osteoarthritis patients: Co-

developing a risk management tool

Marshall DA B Sharif, J Cibere, J Kopec, S Teare, J 

Miller, D Campbell-Scherer, P Fearis, L 

Green, K Mrklas, T Wasylak

Sep-16 Aug-18

CIORA Measuring geographic variation in access 

to care for rheumatoid arthritis patients and 

related ourcomes: A patient-centred 

approach

Marshall DA, 

Barber CE

S Bertazzon, A Patel, D Mosher, J 

Homik, S Katz, M Nasr

Aug-16 Jul-18

Alberta Innovates 

Health Solutions 

(AIHS)

Planning session for development of a 

clinical risk calculator for early knee 

osteoarthritis progression’

Marshall DA B Sharif, J Kopec, J Cibere, L Green, 

S Teare, J Miller, N Marlett, D Campbell-

Scherer, T Wasylak

Apr-16 Mar-17

CIHR Evaluation of the WiiFit to enhance walking 

in oder adults with lower limb amputation

Miller WC CH Goldsmith   Oct-13 Sep-16

CIHR TowArd the development of Resources for 

Gout EducaTion (TARGET)
Rai S JA Avina-Zubieta, H Choi, M De Vera, 

L Li, K Shojania

Jul-16 Jul-17

The Arthritis 

Society

Patient Engagement in Research For the 

development of EduCaTions videos for 

Knowledge Translation , PERFECT-KT

Rai S JA Avina-Zubieta, H Choi, M De Vera, 

L Li, K Shojania

Apr-16 Mar-17
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CIHR Interventions for undiagnosed and early-

stage COPD: Informing policy, practice, 

and research through an Evaluation 

Platform in COPD (EPIC)

Sadatsafavi M S Aaron, J Bourbeau, F MacPherson, P 

Brasher, S Bryan, JM Fitzgerald, J 

Kopec et al

Jul-15 Jun-18

CIHR Methods and Applications Group for 

Indirect Comparisons (MAGIC)

Straus S, Hutton 

B, Moher D, Tricco 

A, Wells G

L Bjerre, C Cameron, T Clifford, D 

Coyle, D Ferfusson, Y Finkelstein, J 

Grimshaw, C Goldsmith et al

Sep-14 Aug-19

CIHR The scleroderma patient-centre 

intervention network

Thombs B C Marra & 30 others Jul-12 Jun-17

The Arthritis 

Society

Helping adolescents with juvenile arthritis 

and their parents to make informed and 

valued-based decisions about pain relief 

modalities: development of a novel 

decision support intervention

Toupin-April K LC Li, J Stinson, P Tugwell, C Duffy, A 

Huber, P Fortin, I Gaboury, J S Cohen, 

L Brosseau

Apr-15 Mar-18

The Arthritis 

Society

Open MRI for assessing joint 

biomechanics – applications for 

osteoarthritis

Wilson  DR J Cibere, M Hunt Apr-15 Mar-18

AIHS, Spine 

Access Alberta 

PRIHS Grant

An innovative health service delivery and 

spine management model

Woodhouse L DA Marshall et al Jan-14 Jan-17

Peer Review

Funding Agency Title Faculty Start/End Date

CIHR New Investigator Salary Award - Bridging 

the gap between research evidence and 

patient-centered treatment approches for 

chronic immune-mediated diseases

Hazlewood G Jul-16 - Jun-21

The Arthritis 

Society

New Investigator Salary Award Hazlewood G Aug-16 - Sep-19

SCIENTIST FUNDING - Salary Grants
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MSFHR Career Investigator Award - Reducing the 

burden and gaps In care for patients with 

systemic autoimmune rheumatic diseases 

(ReGaIN SARDs)

Avina A Jul-14 - Jun-19

CIHR New Investigator Award - Arthritis care ror 

Indigenous populations
Barnabe C Jul-14 - Jul-19

CIHR New Investigator Award - Can patient-

centred care improve outcomes and save 

costs?

Bansback N Jul-14 - Jul-19

Government of 

Canada

Tier II Canada Research Chair in 

Pharmaceutical Outcomes (renewal)
Marra C Oct-11 - Oct-16

The Arthritis 

Society

Investigator Award Cibere J Sep-12 - Aug-16

MSFHR Career Investigator award - 

Pharmacoepidemiologic and 

pharmaceutical outcomes research to 

improve medication use, adherence, and 

outcomes In patients with arthritis

De Vera M Jul-14 - Jun-19

MSFHR Career Clinical Scholar Hunt M Jul-12 - Jul-20

CIHR New Investigator Award - Non-invasive 

treatments to improve disease symptoms 

and cartilage health for knee osteoarthritis

Hunt M Jul-14 - Jul-19

MSFHR Career Investigator Award Li L Sep-11 - Aug-19

Canada 

Research Chair 

Program

Canada Research Chair in Patient-

Oriented Knowledge Translation
Li L Jan-14 - Dec-19

Government of 

Canada

Canada Research Chair in Systemic 

Autoimmune Rheumatic Diseases
Fortin P Jul-12 - Jun-19

Government of 

Canada

Canada Research Chair in Health Services 

and Systems Research (renewal)
Marshall D Mar-13 - Feb-18

UofC Arthur J.E. Child Chair in Rheumatology 

Outcomes Research
Marshall D Jul-12 - Jun-17

BC Lupus Society Scholar Award Avina A Jul-10 - Jun-15

Non Peer Review
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UBC Mary Pack Chair Lacaille D Sep-11 - Aug-16

UBC               Harold Robinson-Arthritis Society Chair in 

Rehabilitation Sciences
Li L Jul-11 - 

SFU Maureen and Milan Illich Chair in Statistics 

and Information Sciences for Arthritis and 

Musculoskeletal Disease

Xie H Sep-15 - Aug-20
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Funding Agency Title Trainee Supervisor Start Date End Date

MSFHR Postoctoral Fellowship Award - 

Development and validation of the Patient 

Engagement In Research Scale (PEIRS)

Hamilton C L Li Sep-16 Aug-19

CIHR Postdoctoral Fellowship - The effects of 

running on knee cartilage measures in 

people with and without knee osteoarthritis

Esculier JF M Hunt Jul-16 Jun-19

CIHR Banting and Best Canada Graduate 

Scholarships Master's Award - Patient and 

provider perspectives of an eHealth-

supported collaborative care model for 

gout: a mixed methods study

Howren A M De Vera May-16 Apr-17

Alberta Innovates 

Health 

Solutions/Alberta 

SPOR Unit: 

Patient Oriented 

Research 

Studentship

Falls and fear of falling in patients with total 

hip and knee replacements
Chen S A Jones Jan-16 Dec-16

EULAR European Congress of Rheumatology 

Travel Award
Belvedere L A Avina Jun-16 Jun-16

Eli Lilly Arthritis Research Canada/Lilly Early 

Rheumatology Researcher Scholarships 
Belvedere L A Avina Jun-16 Jun-16

EULAR European Congress of Rheumatology 

Travel Award
Li G A Avina Jun-16 Jun-16

Eli Lilly Arthritis Research Canada/Lilly Early 

Rheumatology Researcher Scholarships 
Li G A Avina Jun-16 Jun-16

TRAINEE AWARDS
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CIHR Frederick Banting and Charles Best 

Canada Graduate Scholarships - Doctoral 

Award - Sustainability in arthritis 

management programs for Indigenous 

populations of Canada and Mexico’

Loyola-Sanchez 

A

C Barnabe Feb-16 Jan-18

U Calgary - 

Cummings 

School of 

Medicine Post-

doctoral 

scholarship 

Sustainability in arthritis management 

programs for Indigenous populations of 

Canada and Mexico

Loyola-Sanchez 

A

C Barnabe Aug-15 Jul-16

CIHR  Frederick Banting and Charles Best 

Canada Graduate Scholarship Doctoral 

Award - Pharmaceutical outcomes 

research to better understand medication 

non-adherence in patients with systemic 

lupus erythematosus

Mehat P M De Vera, J Esdaile Jul-15 Jun-16

UBC Faculty of 

Pharmaceutical 

Sciences

UBC Graduate Research Award Mehat P M De Vera, J Esdaile Nov-15 Nov-15

UBC Faculty of 

Graduate and 

Post-doctoral 

Studies

Elwynn Gregg Memorial Fellowship Mehat P M De Vera, J Esdaile Nov. 15 Nov. 15

CIHR Frederick Banting and Charles Best 

Canada Graduate Scholarship Doctoral 

Award - Effectiveness of a commercially 

available activity monitor for increasing 

physical activity in people with knee 

osteoarthritis: a randomized controlled trial 

Clayton C L Li   Nov-14 Oct-15

TAS Trak-OA Clayton C L Li Sep-14 Aug-15

TAS Consumer Activity Grant - Patient advisory 

council for research topics in arthritis 

medication adherence

Rai S H Choi, A Avina, M De Vera Jun-15 May-16

UBC UBC Faculty of Medicine Graduate Award Rai S H Choi, A Avina, M De Vera May-15 May-15
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UBC Faculty of 

Pharmaceutical 

Sciences

Santosh M. Wasan Graduate Student 

Travel Award
McCormick N JA Avina, C Marra May-16 May-16

CIHR CIHR’s Institute for Health Services and 

Policy Research Community Support 

Travel Award

McCormick N JA Avina, C Marra Jun-16 Jun-16

UBC UBC Four Year Fellowship for PhD 

Students
McCormick N JA Avina, C Marra Sep-14 Aug-17

CIHR Frederick Banting and Charles Best 

Canada Graduate Scholarship Doctoral 

Award - Long-term health resource 

utilization and total economic burden 

following diagnosis of systemic 

autoimmune rheumatic diseases: a 

population-based study

McCormick N JA Avina, C Marra Sep-15 Mar-16

Australia Ken Muirden Fellowship Award (Australia) Tan JA JA Avina, J Esdaile May-15 Apr-17

U Calgary Eyes High postdoctoral award Sharif B DA Marshall May-14 Apr-16

U Calgary University of Calgary - Needs Assessment 

and Planning for Development of a Clinical 

Risk Calculator for Early Knee 

Osteoarthritis Progression

Sharif B DA Marshall Feb-16 Mar-17

14
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